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Descriptions of Type 1 & Type 2 Incident Management Teams

In the United States there are two types of Incident Management Teams (IMTs) distributed across the nation. There are 16 National Interagency Incident Management Teams and are categorized Type 1. There are approximately 35 Type 2 Incident Management Teams, Nationwide. Both types of teams are strategically located, with a majority of these teams in the 11 western states, which are more prone to wildland fires. They consist of members from a wide variety of federal, state, county, and local agencies.

As a general rule, Type 1 National Teams manage large incidents with over 500 people assigned and address the most complicated logistical, fiscal, planning, operational and safety issues. The Command and General Staff on National Teams must successfully complete Advanced Incident Management training at the National Advanced Resource Technology Center in Marana Arizona before participating on these teams. 

Type 2 Teams generally manage less complex incidents, less than 500 people, and address less complicated management issues. Both Team types are managed on a rotational basis year long through the nine Geographical Areas.

(Source: PNW website under Team 2 link)
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