Fire Management Today
Photo Contest
Fire Management Today invites you to submit your best fire-related images to be judged in our annual competition. Winners in each category will receive awards (first placecertificate for camera equipment worth $300 and a 16- by 20-inch framed and matted copy of your photo; second place—an 11- by 14-inch framed and matted copy of your photo; third place—an 8- by 10-inch framed and matted copy of your photo). Winning images will appear in a future issue of Fire Management Today; others could appear as well. All contestants will receive a CD with the images and captions (as submitted) remaining after technical review. The CD will identify the winners by category.

Categories
•
Wildland fire
•
Aerial resources

•
Prescribed fire 
•
Ground resources

•
Wildland(urban interface fire 
•
Miscellaneous

Rules

· Anyone may compete by submitting an unlimited number of entries from any place or time.

· An original color slide is preferred; however, we will accept high-quality color prints, as long as negatives accompany them. 
· Digitally shot slides (preferred) or prints will be accepted if they are scanned at 300 lines per inch or equivalent. Digital images will be accepted if you used a camera with at least 2.5 megapixels and the image is shot at the highest resolution or in a TIFF format. We can accept digitally manipulated images if the manipulation has only corrected technical issues (exposure, focus, etc) that could be also be accomplished by conventional, darkroom techniques. We must eliminate digitally manipulated images that have altered image composition in ways that cannot be performed using conventional, darkroom techniques.
· Prints and slides will not be returned.

· You must have the right to grant the Forest Service unlimited use of the image, and you must agree that the image will become public domain. 

· The image must not have been previously published.

· You may indicate only one competition category per image.

· Each image must have a detailed caption. Here’s an example caption:

A Sikorsky S–64 Skycrane delivers retardant on the 1996 Clark Peak Fire, Coronado National Forest, AZ. Photo: Marvin Carpenter, USDA Forest Service, Helena National Forest, Helena Ranger District, Helena, MT, 1996.

· The contest judges have significant photography experience, and their decision is final. 
· Images will be eliminated from competition if they lack detailed captions, have date stamps, show unsafe firefighting practices (unless that is their express purpose), or are of low technical quality (for example, have soft focus or show camera movement). 

Note:  You must include a completed and signed statement granting rights to use your image(s) to the USDA Forest Service, with your submission. Include your full name, agency or institutional affiliation, if any, address, telephone number, email address, if any. Here’s an example:

Example Release Statement and Contact Information
Enclosed is/are _________(number) slide(s)/print(s)/digital image(s) for publication by the USDA Forest Service. For each image submitted, the contest category is indicated and a detailed caption is enclosed. I have the authority to give permission to the Forest Service to publish the enclosed image(s) and am aware that, if used, it/they will be in the public domain and appear on the World Wide Web.

Contact information:

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Institution affiliation, if any ___________________________________________________________

Home or business address _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number__________________________  Email address _______________________________

Postmark Deadline
First Friday in March

Send submissions to:

USDA Forest Service, Fire Management Today Photo Contest, Madelyn Dillon, 2150 Centre, Building A, Suite 361, Fort Collins, CO 80526
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