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Overview

AutoDoc is a software program used to support NFMAS - the National Fire Management Analysis System.

The purpose of AutoDoc is to allow Fire Planners to easily prepare a comprehensive documentation package describing their NFMAS fire planning analysis.

AutoDoc works in conjunction with PCHA and IIAA - drawing data, graphs and reports from these other programs' databases. Users must therefore have the current PCHA and IIAA databases on the computer running AutoDoc.

AutoDoc uses the concept of a "template" - a word processing document that contains standardized, "boiler plate" text. AutoDoc replaces "tokens" in the templates with actual data from the NFMAS analysis, and users may supplement this with their own information. In addition, you need to replace <<CAPITALIZED TEXT INSIDE DOUBLE BRACKETS>> with narrative addressing the requested information.

After the initial entry of some parameters on the File Menu, users do most of their work on the Edit Menu. Each section (chapter) of the final report is available for edit from this menu. Users may also decide to hold all edits for the final report. In this scenario, after parameters are entered, the final report is prepared and may be edited.

The final report from AutoDoc is prepared in a "Rich Text Format" (RTF), which can be opened by most word processors for final editing, page numbering, etc.

AutoDoc is an extremely simple program to use, especially when compared to the other NFMAS tools! You should be able to master its use within a few minutes. Entry of parameters takes five minutes, and the final report can then be prepared in ten minutes. Allow a day or more to make your required edits.

Steps for the use of AutoDoc are listed below:

· 1:  Install AutoDoc

· 2:  File-MDB Paths

· 3:  File-Parameters

· 4:  Edit Menu (optional)

· 5:  Report:  Prepare Final Report

· 6:  (In Your Word Processor) - Final Edits

Installation

AutoDoc is installed from a file called SetupAutoDoc.exe. This file may be on a CD, or you may have downloaded it from the Internet.

The steps to install AutoDoc are listed below:

1. Close all running programs.

2. Using Windows Explorer, navigate to the SetupAutoDoc.exe file and double-click on it to run it.

3. Reply "Yes" to the following prompt:
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4. Reply "Next" to the following prompt:
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5. Generally, accept the default installation location by answering "Next" to the following prompt. Advanced users may use the "Browse" button to navigate to a different installation folder:
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6. Accept the default "Program Folder" of NFMAS unless you desire a different folder:
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7. Finally, answer "Next" to the following to initiate the installation of required files:
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8. Once all files have been installed, Windows may require that you reboot your computer prior to running AutoDoc. Do so if requested.

9. You may start AutoDoc running by using your Start button and going to your list of Programs. Select the group called "NFMAS", and then select AutoDoc.

10.  If desired, you may create a shortcut on your desktop. The steps are:

a) Right-click on a blank area on your desktop

b) Select "New", and then "Shortcut"

c) Hit "Browse", and navigate to the AUTODOC.EXE, which you just installed. Its default location was c:\fsapps\fam\nfmas\AutoDoc\

d) Hit "Next", and then "Finish" to create the shortcut

File Menu
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MDB Paths

Use the MDB Paths menu item to tell AutoDoc where to find your PCHA and IIAA databases. Hit the "Browse" button, and navigate to your database.
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Use the "Clear" button to remove the listed database path.

Parameters
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Enter the following information on the Parameters screen:

· Unit Name

· Analysis BY (Budget Year)

· LMP Completion Year

· Completion Date (of your NFMAS analysis)

· Planner's Name

· FMO Name

· CFO Name

· Forest Supervisor Name

· Fire Season (describe start/stop dates. Can be split seasons.)

· # Of Pay Periods outside Fire Season you request funding

· # Of years of fire history used to develop the Escaped Fire Table

· Program Options for each level (select from pull downs)

· Calibrated Fire Behavior Data table name (select from pull down)

· "Update" or "Re-Analysis"

· PCHA and IIAA versions

Click on the "X" in the upper right corner to save and close this window.

Print Window

To print the "active" window, use this menu item. This is similar to a screen print, except that it only prints one of your "windows" within AutoDoc - not the entire screen.

Exit

Exit from AutoDoc.

Edit Menu

Each item on the Edit Menu represents a section in the final document. You may do things for each section:
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EDIT the section. Examples include removing the <<ANGLE BRACKETED ITEM>> and inserting the requested text.

RESTORE the default section, losing any edits you may have made.

You are not required to edit any of these sections, and may, instead, wait for the final document to be prepared prior to making any edits.

The menu items are:

Title Page

Signature Page

Contents

Introduction

Historical

FMZs/RLs

Line Items
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NVC

Support Costs

Ties With Fire Management

File Storage

Appendix

Report Menu
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Prepare Final Documentation

Use this menu item to ask AutoDoc to prepare your final report. This process takes several minutes, depending on the speed of your computer and the complexity of your analysis.

The resulting document will be called AutoDoc.rtf, and will be stored in the folder where you installed AutoDoc.

You may open this file with any word processor to finalize your edits.

View Final Documentation

If you do not have a word processor on your computer, you may use this menu item to view the final document and make edits.

Utilities Menu
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Token List
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AutoDoc uses "tokens", surrounded by {{double braces}} to mark spots in the original text files that must be replaced by some data. This Utility Menu item allows you to see the token list and the values. For example, {{BY}} will be replaced with: 2005 whenever AutoDoc prepares the final document.

Action Dates/Times

Use this utility to view the dates and times that certain actions were last taken:
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Database Browser

Click on a table name in the list on the left to see its contents:
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Database Structure

The Database Structure shows you how the fields and tables are designed in your AutoDoc database (AutoDoc.mdb)
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Help Menu
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User Guide

View this User Guide.

About

Use Help-About to determine the version of AutoDoc you are using:
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