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uUs. Investing In Rio Laja Watershed

By CAMIE SANDS
Special To The News

SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, Gto. —
The U.S. Forest Service invited nine
Mexican Nationals to Flagstaff, Arizona,
for a two week watershed restoration
practices workshop in June, held
specifically for Salvemos Al Rio Laja
(SRL) and their field partners. This
workshop was a result of the U.S. Forest
Service's November visit to San Miguel de
Allende and the surrounding Rio Laja
Watershed. All costs except air travel were
paid by the U.S. Forest Service, an
estimated 40,000 dollars.

SRL was founded three years ago to combat
the desertification process in the Rio Laja
watershed. The Rio Laja rises in the mountains
to the north of the state of Guanajuato and
flows through Delores Hildago, San Miguel de
Allende and Celaya before joining the Rio

Lerma, of the Lerma/Chapala watershed, an
area of agriculture and industry critical to
Mexico’s economy.

“In November we assessed the training
needs of the staffs of Centro Para Los
Adolescentes de San Miguel (CASA), Save
the Children (FAI), Cuerpos de
Conservacion de Guanajuato and other
Salvemos al Rio Laja field partners,” said
Walter Dunn of the U.S. Forest Service.
“Fine work is being done in practical
restoration activities, but we want to help
now to refine or improve their work.”

“The U.S. Forest Service is interested in
the Rio Laja watershed, in part, as it is a
vital corridor for birds migrating between
North, Central and South America. The
migratory birds play an important role in
keeping insects in check for U.S.
agriculture,” said Susan Smith, President of
Salvemos al Rio Laja.

Besides “classroom” presentations such

as, “Soils and Watershed Conditions” and
“Essentials of a Restoration Program,” the
group made project site visits and
evaluations. These included trips to Camp
Verde White Horse Restoration Project,
Clover Springs Riparian Restoration in the
Coconino National Forest, and the White
Mountains Apache Tribe Restoration
Project among others. Each area presented a
similar challenge to work needed in the Rio
Laja Watershed.

“The workshop comes at a critical time,
as the acceptance of our methods and
results is spreading rap*dly through the
rural communities in the Rio Laja
watershed. Community leaders are now
asking for our help,” commented Smith.

“For example, last year the communities
we worked within completed over 800 rock
dams or river deflectors designed to slow
water run off, retain surface water and send
water back to the underground aquifer. To

date this year, over 1,600 structures have
already been completed.”

Salvemos al Rio Laja provides
environmental restoration expertise,
coordination and financial support to
organizations who already work with
people in rural communities where land use
practices adversely have affected the
environment.

With the assistance of Salvemos al Rio
Laja people are taught to build and maintain
water retention structures and stream
deflectors with rocks and to fence and plant
trees for riverside restoration and protection
from erosion. Using satellite mapping
(Geographic Information System) data is
fed into the Laja Information System to
pinpoint where hands-on work should be
focused for maximum effect.

More information on Salvemos Al Rio
Laja can be found at www.rio-laja.org
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