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REPLY DUE April 15, 2002
As we enter our New Century of Service and celebrate the first 100 years of this great agency, we want to focus on the contributions and achievements of the Forest Service.  Over the past 97 years, we have created an incredible variety of inventions, tools, techniques, new processes, facilities, and experiences that benefit Americans and the world.

New Century of Service is compiling a list of these significant contributions and amazing facts to communicate the depth and breadth of the agency’s achievements over the past century.  We plan to use this information in upcoming workforce recruitment, national videos, speaker kits, brochures, radio and TV programs, speeches, newspaper, magazine articles, and posters.  For example, very few members of the public know that Forest Service scientists created the recyclable adhesive for the self-sticking stamp, or that the fundamental fire-fighting tool, the Pulaski, was created by a Forest Service employee.   They also do not know that the deepest cave in the U.S. and the highest mountain in the lower 48 states are found on national forests.  

With your help, we can capture these “wows” and “firsts” and use them to share with America and the world.  Most importantly, we can share the pride that our employees, retirees, and volunteers have in our accomplishments and increase America’s awareness of the value of Forest Service contributions.

Enclosed is an example nomination form to use as a guide to complete the blank nomination form (separate enclosure) for your Forest Service “wows” and “firsts,” or other significant contributions and amazing facts about the Forest Service.  

Please send nominations to WO Newcentury (Lotus Notes profile) by April 15, 2002.  To inspire employees and retirees to share their ideas of “wows” and “firsts,” we will design a poster for the Region, Station, IITF, or Area that contributes the most facts that make it into the “top 100” list.  

If you have any questions about this, please contact Linda Feldman, New Century of Service Coordinator at (202) 205-1668.

/s/ Sally Collins

DALE N. BOSWORTH

Chief

EXAMPLE
Forest Service Firsts, Contributions, and WOW Facts

Category:      _X_ Forest Service Firsts
___ Significant Contributions
___ WOW Facts

Title:

The Self-sticking Stamp

Narrative (the story behind the facts)
The Forest Products Laboratory (FPL) was able to work with the United States Postal Service (USPS), the papermakers, the adhesive manufacturers, and equipment manufacturers to come up with a recyclable self-adhesive stamp.  Prior to this research, all of the mixed office waste that had any of the pressure sensitive adhesives (PSA) stamps, labels, stickers or envelopes in it could not be recycled.  Consumers enjoy using the PSA stamps, but would like to use environmentally friendly products.  The USPS produces more than 38 billion PSA stamps each year.  This environmentally benign PSA allows an additional 20 million tons of mixed office wastepaper to be recycled.  The recyclable stamps are the consumer’s choice -- all because of FPL!

THE FACTS:

What:

Environmentally Benign Pressure-Sensitive Adhesives developed at FPL

When:

May 1, 1999 the USPS released the Tropical Stamp with the reformulated adhesive

Who:

Said AbuBakr from FPL and Joe Peng with the USPS

Where:
Madison, WI

So what, why or how:  FPL partnered with the USPS, the papermakers, the adhesive manufacturers and equipment manufacturers to make an environmentally benign PSA

Partners and Cooperators:  US Postal Service, FPL, Specialized Technology Resources, Inc. and industry.

Published or Produced:  Yes, USPS to develop an environmentally benign pressure sensitive adhesive for postage-stamp applications.  In:  Proceedings, World Adhesive Conference

Point of Contact (for more info):  Nancy Ross Sutherland

Submitted by:  Sue Paulson

Photo or visual available:  Yes

Additional Info available at:  FPL Public Affairs
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