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In the spirit of New Century of Service, Joe Meade, Acting Forest Supervisor on the Pike and San Isabel National Forests, Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands (Colorado), told us his vision of what came to be the Hayman Recovery Assistance Center (HRAC), now under stewardship of the Coalition for the Upper South Platte (CUSP).


“In the very early days of the Hayman fire, large in scope and already having impacted communities and residents, I felt a strong need for a collaborative fire information center to respond to the large demand of the Denver metro media and national news organizations…. During these early days, we truly had two fires burning, one…threatening Denver’s Southern end, and a second spreading across the globe in the minds of the media viewers…. These wildland urban interface fires near major metropolitan areas necessitate a new approach in organizing rapidly…to meet information needs driven both by the fire and by the media.”


“…With the loss of more than 130 homes…it was time to incorporate in the HRAC a strong focus on people and a vital role for community healing…. We invited all support agencies and organizations to create a one-stop-shop for victims of the fire…. The key was to offer as much assistance as we could with as little running around for the victims as possible.”

Today CUSP/HRAC is a community based collaborative network with the following objectives:  

· A central source of information

· Facilitate short & long term recovery assistance to communities and individuals

· Advocate interagency rehabilitation, restoration, future fuel treatments, and recovery efforts 

· Coordinate & facilitate volunteer programs to support community and forest restoration efforts

· Create an understanding in the community of how to prepare for and cope with wildland fire and associated events

For more information, check out http://wildfires.nwcg.gov/colorado/hayman/index.shtml or for assistance you can call the center at 1-800-420-9110.
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From Linda
I want to take our collective mind off of the pressing business generated by the fires of 2002, and share with you some uplifting happenings instead.  I want to share with you events that are linking the Forest Service with the arts and humanities, and share why these are important for the agency.   To start, I will paraphrase some words sent to me by Carl Trettin, Project Leader at the Center for Forested Wetlands Research in Charleston, SC:  

“As a steward of the land and leader in advancing forest science, the US Forest Service faces great challenges in the 21st century.  Engaging public interest and educating the public about these challenges is essential if the Forest Service is to succeed in developing lasting policies, and the arts (visual, performing and literary) can play a crucial role in this mission.”  

New Century of Service continues to support and encourage the use of arts and the humanities as a way to convey our many Forest Service public messages.  Here are some of the things we’re working on:

· An alliance among arts and humanities organizations at the national, state, and local levels, the Forest Service, and academia.  The vision of the group is to promote public exploration of the relationship among arts, humanities, and land management, specifically in the Forest Service. 

· Forest Service quilt – with many offers of help to build a quilt(s) that give many people around the country a chance to tell their Forest Service story.

· Artist in residence program – a joint effort among the Southern Research Station, the Santee Experimental Forest on the Francis Marion-Sumter National Forest (South Carolina), and community interests, to explore conservation, education, and communication through the arts.

· Participation in Smithsonian’s Folklife Festival in 2005.

The impact the arts and humanities can have on how communities relate to natural resources is huge.  Stay tuned as we explore these connections, and check out http://www.fs.fed.us/conservation-arts/ as our website grows.

FS and Community Service

Forest Service employees have a long history of being highly involved in the communities in which they live and work.  In many of these communities, both small and large, Forest Service employees are the backbone of the volunteer labor force, serving as scout leaders, volunteer firefighters, board members, PTA leaders, and in other community service roles.  Particularly in smaller communities, Forest Service employees are often a disproportionately high percentage of the volunteer community.

In recognition of this commitment to community service, New Century of Service is interested in highlighting the exemplary role Forest Service employees play in their communities.  We are gathering ideas on how we can recognize community service.  If you are interested in sharing your ideas or stories about your volunteer work in your community, please contact Don Howlett at dhowlett@fs.fed.us.  

Retiree News

Region 8 is recognizing its retirees in many ways, one of which is through the “21st Century Retirees” newsletter.  In the first issue published May 2002, Regional Forester Bob Jacobs touches on the importance of New Century of Service and reflects “on the successful contributions made by our predecessors.”  Thanks to Region 8 for highlighting these very important people and their accomplishments!  Watch for more issues of the Region 8 newsletter to come your way at http://www.southernregion.fs.fed.us. 

Caribbean NF Celebrates

On January 17, 1903 the United States legislature designated the Luquillo Forest Reserve, now the Caribbean National Forest (NF).  This reserve, comprising the Crown Lands designated by Spain in 1876 as a protected forest reserve and ceded to the United States under the Paris Treaty after the Hispanic-American War, thus becoming the only tropical rain forest in the National Forest System.  Next January 2003 will mark the 100th anniversary of this important milestone!  For more information on the Caribbean NF, visit their website at http://www.southernregion.fs.fed.us/caribbean/. 


USDA Forest Service History

The following excerpt on recreation on the national forests is from The USDA Forest Service – The First Century, FS-650 by Gerald W. Williams, PhD, Forest Service Historian, July 2000.
The first legislation to recognize recreation in the Forest Reserves was enacted February 28, 1899.  The Mineral Springs Leasing Act permitted the building of sanitariums and hotels in connection with developing mineral and other springs for health and recreation….  The revised GLO regulations set forth in the 1902 Forest Reserve Manual stipulated the right of the public to travel on the forest reserves for pleasure and recreation.  However, recreation was considered to be secondary to the need for forest management, especially through grazing opportunities and later through timber harvesting. 

In the 1905 Use Book there were statements noting that the national forests served many purposes, some of which were related to early recreationists….  The 1907 The Use of the National Forests book…included such statements as: “Quite incidentally…the National Forests serve a good purpose as great playgrounds for the people.  They are used more or less every year by campers, hunters, fishermen, and thousands of pleasure seekers from the near-by towns.  They are great recreation grounds for a very large part of the people of the West, and their value in this respect is well worth considering.”

Can you name the first “official” Forest Service campground?  Here’s a hint:  it was built in 1916 in Oregon’s Mt. Hood National Forest.  To find the answer, visit the New Century of Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/history_highlights.htm. 

Chief’s Awards: Corrections

In the previous issue of Century News, winners of the Chief’s Awards were announced.  Garry Edson and Ken Kowynia were incorrectly stated to be from the White River National Forest.  Garry and Ken are from the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forests.
Newsletter Update
Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!
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