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Accomplishments 2002

New Century of Service has just finished year two!  Over the last year we have made tremendous progress on several existing projects and started some new ones.  Thanks to all the champions out there who have made this year so successful.  Here’s a look at what we have been up to this past year:  

Smithsonian Folklife Festival

· Accepted invitation to participate in the 2005 festival; developed master plan; announcing interviewers in October; set-up interview training.
Chief’s Award

· [image: image4.wmf]Announced award winners in June; over 50 nominations including over 300 people received individual and group awards.

Wows and Firsts

· Continue to collect Wows and Firsts; beginning work on first poster.

History Video

· Continue research for documentary content and cutting edge production.

Conservation and the Arts

· Formed alliance among national, state, and local levels, academia and FS to explore connections among nature, culture, and communities; planning symposium; created website (http://www.fs.fed.us/conservation-arts); began FS quilt project.

Fire Tower Lookouts

· Signed cost share agreement with Forest Fire Lookout Association; overall goals are to increase public knowledge on history, role and future of lookouts on national forest lands and beyond. 

Postage Stamp

· Submitted proposal from Secretary of Agriculture to Postmaster General; in discussion with Postal Service.

New Employee Orientation Video

· Complete and distributed to all unit administrative leads and training coordinators.

WO Service Team

· Initiating an employee organization and telling the story of the FS through the décor in the WO.

Community Connections

· Developed new project to recognize employees’ volunteer work in local communities.
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From Linda
DC is a wonderful place to work, live, and visit.  These days we have to remind ourselves of that pretty regularly.  Events once again have overtaken daily life.  

So it is with special pride that New Century of Service began two activities in the Washington Office (WO) that are meant to give us a sense of community and identity.  When next you visit the Yates Building, take a walk down the halls of the first and second floors.   Later this fall, on the first floor you will find the timeline, which we describe in detail on page 2.   On the second floor history alcove is a display of Gifford Pinchot's tribute to fishing.  Over the next few years we will continue to add new photos and other décor to our WO workspace.

Our second WO activity is a renewed employee organization, as a way for those of us working in the 3 WO locations to get to know each other better.  If you are in the WO on December 12, stop by the 1st floor of the Yates Building at 2:00 pm.  Join in the festivities of our gallery opening and kick off of our employee organization.  

New Century Stars
Many thanks for the exceptional efforts made towards the success of New Century of Service by the following folks:

· Judy Dersch, Dave Steinke, and others in Region 2 for the Forest Service timeline.
· Jacqueline Leonard, Marion Lostrom, Karl Perry, Meg Tolzman, Hao Tran, Safiya Samman, and Historian Jerry Williams for the Washington Office Employee Organization and décor in the WO. 
· Janet Joyer for developing our Folklife Festival master plan. 
History Timeline Available

Last year, Region 2 offered a weeklong new employee orientation session. For this orientation, Regional Forester Rick Cables’ idea of a Forest Service history timeline was developed and soon created by Dave Steinke, Public Affairs and Judy Dersch, Graphic Designer.  The two leaned heavily on facts and figures provided in Forest Service Historian, Gerald Williams book, The USDA Forest Service – The First Century.   

With the help of fellow employees and the WO, Region 2 edited the timeline, making corrections and adding more information.  The result is a history of the Forest Service on nine graphic panels beginning prior to 1905 and ending just past 2002, including a panel for the future. It is a timeline of the Presidents, the Chiefs, major legislation, fun stories, tragedies, humor, U.S. population trends, Forest Service trivia, maps, charts, graphs, photos and much more.  This engaging display is 65 feet long and is a wonderful way to help your unit or lab tell the Forest Service story.

How can you purchase one?  The WO Office of Communication has offered to split the $2000 cost for one timeline per region and station.  Orders can be placed through:  Permagraphics at (303) 447-2070.

For more information on the Timelines and ordering one for your region/station, contact Dave Steinke (dsteinke@fs.fed.us) or Judy Dersch (jdersch@fs.fed.us).  View a panel of the timeline at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/employee_accomplishments. 
Region 9 Awards

Region 9 recently built in the New Century of Service Chief’s Award in to their own Regional Honor Award System.  “This is a great way to focus attention on nominations and do it as part of an overall recognition program that is well organized and really rolls out the red carpet for those selected,” said R9 Director of Recreation, Wilderness and Heritage, Donna Hepp.  If you are interested in including the Chief’s Award in to your existing awards system, contact your New Century of Service Field Representative at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/field_contacts.htm. 

Thanks to our Region 9 champions for incorporating New Century of Service!

Newsletter Update

Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!
 USDA Forest Service History

The following excerpt on Women Lookouts is from The USDA Forest Service – The First Century, FS-650 by Gerald W. Williams, PhD, Forest Service Historian, July 2000.

Although women have been Forest Service employees since 1905, for many decades very few were hired for field work.  Yet as early as 1902, during the General Land Office days, wives (who were not employees) sometimes accompanied their forest ranger husbands into the wild forests.  One of the first accounts of women employed as forest fire lookout comes from California…. The lookout was Hallie M. Daggett who worked at Eddy’s Gulch Lookout Station atop Klamath Peak in the summer of 1913 (and for the next 14).  A 1914 article in the American Forestry magazine described her work:

Few women would care for such a job, fewer still would seek it, and still less would be able to stand the strain of the infinite loneliness, or the roar of the violent storms which sweep the peak, or the menace of the wild beasts which roam the heavily wooded ridges.  Miss Daggett, however, not only eagerly longed for the station but secured it (the lookout job) after considerable exertion and now she declares that she enjoyed the life and was intensely interested in the work she had to do….

(In describing her life as a lookout, Hallie said that) “I grew up with a fierce hatred of the devastating fires and welcomed the (Forest Service) force which arrived to combat them.  But not until the lookout stations were installed did there come an opportunity to join what had up till then been a man’s fight; although my sister and I had frequently been able to help on the small things, such as extinguishing spreading camp fires or carrying supplies to the firing line.”

Can you name the forest in California where Hallie M. Daggett was first employed as a forest fire lookout?  To find the answer, visit the New Century of Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/history_highlights. 
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