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Underground Railroad

Commemorative Mural

The Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie continues to manifest the spirit of New Century of Service by honoring the Underground Railroad heritage in Illinois.

In 2002, the Prairie commissioned local Joliet, Illinois artist Kathleen Farrel, Friends of Community Public Art, to produce a wall-sized mural depicting images of the historic Underground Railroad in Will County, Illinois for interpretive display in the Prairie’s new Administrative Office/Visitor Center. The collage painting uses several “layers” of images in an effort to share the story of the Underground Railroad in Northeast Illinois with the visiting public. The painting will be exhibited at the Field Museum in Chicago from March 1-July 6, 2003.  Visit the New Century of Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/history_highlights to view the mural.
Women’s Quilts 

[image: image4.wmf]In addition, Region 9, Northeastern Research Station, and the Northeastern Area have published an educational poster depicting quilts from the Underground Railroad.  The quilted patterns symbolized different messages and were used as a means of secret communication on the Underground Railroad.  Made by slaves, free blacks, and Abolitionists, messages were hidden in plain view hanging from fences, clotheslines, and windows.  Stitches, knots, color, and pattern sequence played a role in the code.  Stitches were placed to represent maps, and knots indicated a scale in miles.  Specific colors and pattern sequences signaled escape, help and safety.  The messages remained hidden in plain view until everyone planning to escape had completed the signaled task.



From Linda
Recently I had the pleasure of meeting an employee who has worked for the Forest Service for 48 years.  Lonnie Lewis has spent much of his career representing fellow employees as a Union leader in California on the Modoc National Forest.  He cares deeply about issues that affect employees.  Lonnie sat in for Jennifer Hickenbottom, our regular Union Representative, at a recent meeting helping shape the final few years of New Century of Service.  It was great to see the connection between Lonnie and Jennifer (Lonnie, with 48 years of service and Jennifer who has worked for the agency for 4 years).  Two different generations and yet the same enthusiasm and interest in making sure our employees are well cared for, so they can be the most effective at their jobs.

I was struck particularly by how Lonnie understood what New Century of Service is all about -- helping employees look above the fray at the accomplishments we have had over 100 years of caring for the land and serving people.  But when you think about it, Lonnie has been helping employees see their value for the past 48 years.  I was so grateful for his comments about the good New Century of Service seems to be doing for many employees as we face the uncertainties of competitive sourcing.  He is sharing New Century of Service with people he knows because he wants to make sure it is a priority.  "If we don't (make it a priority)," he said, "the future of the Forest Service is dark indeed."  My thanks to Lonnie and Jennifer for their continued support.

 The Free Life of a Ranger

Recently released is the revised second edition of Archie Murchie’s oral history memoir about his action-packed Forest Service career from 1929 to 1965.  The publication of this book was made possible in part by support from New Century of Service.  Throughout the next few years, excerpts from the book, The Free Life of a Ranger, University of Nevada Oral History Program, by Archie Murchie with R. T. King, 2002, will be included in the Century News.  Information on purchasing The Free Life of a Ranger can be found by visiting http://www.unr.edu/artsci/oralhist/ohweb/freelife.htm.  
Trail location on the Kootenai in 1929 was my first job with the Forest Service.  A buddy and I wrote around to most of the Forests in Region One, asking for a summer job.  From the Kootenai National Forest, we got our only offer, so we took it.  My buddy was chief of party, and I was his assistant; I got $105 a month, and he got $115.


Locating Trail – Most of your main streams on the Kootenai had a good Forest Service trail running up them, but all the country in between was trail-less.  In places the timber and brush was so dense that you were lucky if you could make a mile an hour, and sometimes you wouldn’t even make that.  Our job was to locate trails up through this growth then drop back into a trail on the creek.  It was just opening up country, but we had standards that we had to go by.  Our ruling grade for a trail was 15 percent, and then up to a certain distance we could go about 30 to 35 percent, and for an extremely short distance you could go 45 percent.  It was a very interesting job.


Everything was to be packed from place to place on our backs, but neither one of us had done any amount of backpacking; so, before departing for the Kootenai, we went to one of our profs who was a real outdoorsman, and he showed us how to make a pack harness.  In addition to shoulder straps, he used what was called a tup-line – a strong leather band that comes around your forehead…. You’d get your pack adjusted to your shoulders, and you’d put this tup-line over your forehead, run it down along the sides of your pack, and tighten it up underneath, so that when you leaned over, you took most of the pack’s weight off your shoulders.  And if you leaned your head back, your shoulders would take the weight.


When I went to the Kootenai, I took a fifteen-inch collar, but when I came out I couldn’t even button a sixteen-inch collar!

Customized Timelines

Forest Service History Timelines continue to be available to regions and stations by calling Permagraphics at (303) 447-2070.  Interested in customizing a timeline to suit your unit?  Recently, the Caribbean National Forest worked with Judy Dersch of R2 (timeline designer) to create a customized timeline for their centennial celebration in January 2003.  For more information on purchasing a timeline, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/employee_accomplishments. 

Lewis and Clark Bicentennial

Between 1803 and 1806, the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery was the first government enterprise since America’s founding in 1776 to set off as a formal expedition to explore lands west of the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean. Their journey opened up the American West for future development, increased our knowledge of our nation’s natural resources and helped us gain a better understanding of America’s native cultures.

In January 2003, the kick-off of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial celebration got underway in Monticello, Virginia.  This multi-agency effort included a touring classroom/visitor center, called the Tent of Many Voices, with representation from the Forest Service.  

Since the Tent will move across the nation and presenters will change, the objective is to create thematic modules for units to build a program around.  One of these modules is “Century of Service managing the National Forests and Grasslands”.  Other areas the bicentennial will focus on include: quality recreation experiences, cultural and heritage tourism, and National Council signature events.  

For more information on the Bicentennial, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/lewisclark or interagency site http://www.lewisandclark200.gov. 

Newsletter Update

Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!
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