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Inner City Youth Institute

[image: image4.wmf]Investing in relationships and resources is one of the New Century of Service goals and is illustrated by the Region 6 Inner City Youth Institute (ICYI).  ICYI is a collaborative partnership that was developed by Region 6 in 1995.  The partnership includes Region 6 and the Pacific Northwest Research Station, Forest Service; Bureau of Land Management; and Oregon State University.  The goals of this partnership are:

· To encourage students to pursue higher education and careers in the natural resource and environmental fields.

· Develop partnerships with institutions, government agencies, and private industries that have identified workforce diversity as an achievable goal.

ICYI program components include Natural 
Resource Clubs and a Summer Program for middle and high school students.  Natural Resource Clubs meet once a week and include field trip activities and service learning projects.  The ICYI partners support the clubs by providing activities and speakers.  The summer program brings seventh and eighth graders to Oregon State University every other year for a week of intensive education and exposure to a college environment.  In the alternating year, activities are offered in day school format at a participating middle school.  In addition, career related activities such as summer employment opportunities and job shadowing is available.  

For more information on ICYI, visit www.or.blm.gov/icyi or contact Terry Durazo at tdurazo@fs.fed.us. 
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From Linda
The stories in this newsletter are a few of the many successes we have as an agency – making a difference in communities across the country.  We are really an amazing organization, making a difference in communities for nearly 100 years.  

Sometimes we wonder just how much progress we have made in the face of catastrophic fires, lawsuits, protests, overwhelming paperwork and tough audits.  And yet, each of us has success stories.  

This is what New Century of Service is all about -- remembering our accomplishments and learning lessons to keep making a difference – in communities all across the world.
Coconino NF Restoration

The Rocky Mountain Research Station (Flagstaff Lab) on the Coconino National Forest, the Arizona Natural History Association, and a few Forest Service retirees are working to restore the first Forest Service research station, the Fort Valley Experimental Forest Station.  The surrounding ponderosa pine forest is the living legacy of a station, which produced valuable research and restoration projects.  In order to honor the great service of this station, an effort is in the works to restore the station buildings so that they may one-day house the future Fort Valley Forest Education Station.  Thanks to Karen Malis-Clark, Public Affairs, for sharing this exciting project on the Coconino!  For more information visit, http://www.rms.nau.edu/fortvalley.


Squirrel Creek Canyon

The Pike and San Isabel National Forests and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands (PSICC) have adopted Squirrel Creek Canyon near Pueblo, CO as their New Century of Service project.  They hope to use this project as a way to both celebrate the agency’s 100th anniversary and tell the story of recreation and camping on the National Forests.  The following is a brief look at a great project.  

Between 1919 and 1923, Arthur H. Carhart, the Forest Service’s first “recreational engineer,” pioneered the then revolutionary concept of using America’s vast national forests for recreational purposes for the public.  Up until that time the National Forests had been managed entirely for their extractive resources including timber, grazing leases, and mining.  
Carhart selected the San Isabel National Forest region in south-central Colorado as the best locale nationally to develop, test, and implement his vision for an integrated recreational plan.  The forest supervisor, Al Hamel, was receptive to his ideas as were the people of Pueblo.  Carhart’s 1919-20 General Working Plan, Recreational Development of the San Isabel National Forest, Colorado, is generally acknowledged to be the first Forest Management Plan in America.  
 Between 1920 and the end of 1922, Carhart, working with Hamel and with newly formed recreation groups in Pueblo, Florence, and Trinidad, Colorado, oversaw the planning and design work for numerous campsites.  His campground work along two miles of the Squirrel Creek Canyon just west of Pueblo is believed to be the first architect designed camp area in the nation’s National Forest System.  The Squirrel Creek Cascade Trail, built by Carhart’s associate architect Frank H.Culley in 1920, is also thought to be the first trail built in the Forest System specifically for “natural” interpretation and public use.

Today, Squirrel Creek Canyon contains the remains of the original campgrounds, trail and road.  
The forest plans to restore some of these sites and develop an interpretative trail about Carhart and the history of recreation on the National Forests.  In addition, the Forest Service and Carhart’s work will be showcased at the State’s new “El Pueblo” History Museum and “Scenic By-way Center” in Pueblo, Colorado.
For more information on this project, contact Steve Segin at 719-269-8706.  
R8 Community Building

Recently New Century of Service had the pleasure of learning about a small grant that was given as part of the Economic Action Programs in R8, in Alabama.  A heart-felt and enthusiastic email caught our eye and we wanted to share what can happen with a little money and a lot of passion for community.  Here’s some of that email directed to Alan Pigg, Regional Program Manager of the Rural Community Assistance and Resource Conservation and Development Programs, USDA State and Private Forestry.

“I wanted to thank you for your interest in our Alabama Tombigbee Tourism Initiative project.  Actually through the interest of your office, our program was born…. We have formed a coalition in our 10 county area to promote tourism as economic development…. We are not only creating the video, but a whole media package for promotion of the area.  We were able to get Kathryn Tucker Windham, a nationally known storyteller, author, and National Public Radio commentator to be the spokesperson for our region….  She is doing this as a volunteer…. We have also worked with the local community college to open a Kathryn Tucker Windham Museum one year to the day that we started the tourism program.  We expect it will become a Folklore and Southern Culture Center for the state of Alabama.  As you can see, the $10,000 grant you gave us has generated the beginnings of a whole industry.  It became seed money for improvement of the poorest region in the state of Alabama….  We look forward to working with you on other projects in the future, but for today, we just want to say a GREAT BIG THANK YOU for your part in creating a program that makes a difference.  Not only did the grant help state economic development – it became a great community development tool.”

Newsletter Update

Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!
Please see page 3, for a special New Century of Service request.

Breaking New Ground

Please help us choose which of these significant facts and accomplishments will be highlighted on a poster for the Forest Service's 100th anniversary.   Last year, we asked for the best of your accomplishments and significant facts about the Forest Service, which we then called Wows and Firsts.  We soon will be printing a poster highlighting eight of the most significant ones of those people sent to us.  The poster will be called Breaking New Ground.  Its intent is educational, and as a way to celebrate the great accomplishments and amazing features of the Forest Service and the lands we have stewarded for nearly 100 years.

You can find additional information on each one at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/bng.htm.

Help us choose which eight we will highlight.  Please select, by number, your top eight, and send your response to rfletcher@fs.fed.us (Rick Fletcher, Rocky Mountain Research Station), by September 24.    

1) Scratch 'n' Sniff Beetle Pheromone
2) James Edward Church and Mt. Rose Weather Observatory
3) Triple Nickels
4) Genetically Engineered Insect Virus
5) Railroad Tunnel
6) First Hispanic Ranger
7) First Airtanker Use
8) First Research Facility
9) First Woman's Uniform
10) Chainsaw Improvement
11) Goats for Vegetation Management
12) Largest Living Organism
13) World's Largest Xylarium
14) Lindbergh Trial
15) Parachute Use
16) Peel and Stick Stamps
17) The Pulaski
18) Quarantine Facility
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