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From Linda
Plans for the agency's 100th anniversary have grown significantly over the past months.  I want to share these plans with you – both because I am excited that we have gained additional focus, and to help clear up confusion.

Some months ago, I shared with Chief and Staff the opportunity the agency has to add more external events to what New Century of Service (NCS) had planned.  Our resources were tapped to the maximum, yet there was much more we could do.

Leadership heard us, and decided on pursuing a Centennial Congress, based on the 1905 Second Forest Congress and additional media and partnership opportunities.  They are considering additional suggestions from the National Leadership Team.

All of these plus New Century of Service activities add up to what is now called the Centennial celebration.  

Gloria Manning, Associate Deputy Chief for National Forest System, is the point person working with other associate deputy chiefs to guide Centennial efforts.  I am still at the helm of the many activities NCS is working on.  See page two for New Century of Service accomplishments for the year.  Jacqueline Leonard is heading up work on the Centennial Congress.  One or two others will be added to the Centennial team.

On November 6, the National Forest Foundation held a messaging workshop with leadership and other key partners to determine messages that will carry the Forest Service and NFF into the next century.  Stay tuned.
Breaking New Ground
Breaking New Ground, formally “Wows and Firsts,” is a compilation of major accomplishments by Forest Service employees that have benefited the public over the past 100 years.  In the previous issue of Century News we asked you to choose which of these accomplishments would be highlighted on a poster for the Forest Service's 100th anniversary.  Our thanks to those who cast ballots for your top poster choices.  Your votes will be instrumental in helping the New Century of Service team make the final selections.  The poster is scheduled to be produced and distributed this coming spring.  
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Santa Rita Turns 100

The year 2003 marks the 100-year anniversary of the 51,000-acre Santa Rita Experimental Range near Tucson, Arizona, the oldest experimental range that’s continually contributed to the body of knowledge now known as range science.  
The history of Santa Rita dates back to 1902 when rancher Albert Potter recommended that Santa Rita become a national forest reserve.  Instead, a year later it was made USDA’s first experimental range administered by the Bureau of Plant Industry. Then in 1915, the research facility was transferred to the USDA Forest Service.  

Many range managers today may take for granted the now commonly accepted practices of rotational grazing, fencing to control livestock, and water developments and mineral supplementing that helps distribute livestock use.  Perhaps few know that those practices were developed and tested on the Santa Rita Experimental Range.

Although in 1988 a land exchange transferred Santa Rita to the University of Arizona, it continues to contribute new knowledge in range ecology.

Our thanks to Rick Fletcher, Public Affairs Specialist at the Rocky Mountain Research Station, for submitting this article.  A publication detailing Santa Rita’s contributions can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs/rmrs_p030.html.
New Century Stars
Thanks to the following people for their special efforts in making New Century of Service a continued success:
· Rod Kindlund for his work on a product development plan.

· Rick Fletcher for his work on Breaking New Ground.

· Judy Dersch for her work on the Breaking New Ground poster.

· Don Howlett for his white paper on Community Connections.

· Jacqueline Leonard for all of her coordination on the Centennial.

· Sandi Forney, acting for Linda in November.
Accomplishments 2003

New Century of Service has just finished year three!  Each year we like to share with our audience just what we’ve been up too.  The accomplishments listed below are due to the many champions New Century of Service has all over the country.  Thank You!  

· Smithsonian Folklife Festival:  Completed over 50 interviews; developing grants for professional folklorists to participate in festival interviews.
· Forest Service History Documentary:  Documentary is well underway with about 2/3 of interviews complete.  Oregon Public Broadcasting, Portland, OR has agreed to be the PBS presenting station.  Forest History Society will be producing a documentary companion book; Society of American Foresters will update their centennial book "The Greatest Good," focusing on 100 years of the Forest Service.
· Breaking New Ground:  Researched and verified entries; developed web pages detailing entries; developing poster with 8 key entries.

· Chief’s Award:  More than 100 awardees.

· Conservation and the Arts:  Coordinating arts and humanities track for national partnership conference, November 2003; managing alliance among arts and humanities organizations; student partnerships; quilt project; support to new artist in residence program, Southern Research Station, and Brazil Ranch, Los Padres NF.

· Postage Stamp:  Awaiting final decision of U.S. Postal Service team.

· Washington Office Service Team:  WO timeline; Pinchot fly fishing exhibit; WO employee organization board; FS holiday party; ribbon cutting ceremony with Chief & employees.

· New Employee Orientation:  Presentation to new R10 employees; exhibited at Nashville national session.

· Community Connections:  Developed action plan and white paper; created list of employees making a difference in their communities; shared in newsletters.

· Fiddlin' Foresters:  Have given over 50 New Century of Service performances to tens of thousands of people.
· Forest Fire Lookouts:  Final report should be complete by mid-November.  The project is catalyst for many community projects.
Passport in Time Highlight

Passport in Time (PIT) is a restoration and preservation program relying on the work of volunteers.  Recently Jill Osborn, PIT National Coordinator, contacted us with an article by PIT volunteer Jane Kersting.  The following is an excerpt from this article.  To read the article in it’s entirety visit, http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/pit. 

I often question the value of my job in the context of what is happening in the world. How can I justify restoring old cabins or recording Chinese mining sites while whole cities are being demolished and people are dying?  While visiting a PIT project, I met Jane Kersting and she answered my question in a more profound way than I ever could have imagined.  Her story follows.  Jill Osborn, National Coordinator, Passport In Time

Last March I received a much anticipated phone call from a PIT project leader on the Boise NF, inviting me back to the PIT family after a hiatus of over a decade.  My husband and I were fortunate to be two of the pioneer volunteers on one of the first projects hosted by Gordon Peters in 1990 on the Superior NF in Minnesota….

This past June we joined the PIT volunteers on the Boise NF.  It was close to Solstice, a time of reflection, my 10-year-old granddaughter was sharing my tent.  A conversation in a lovely museum in an old Idaho mining town (population 62 and the mayor serves because he loves the community) took me back to the days after 9/11.  I was profoundly affected on many levels, but mostly because I understood that the world would never be the same for my grandchildren.  They lost their innocence, their trust, and their feeling of safety….

For a week the PIT volunteers, Boise NF archaeologists, visitors, townspeople, and grandchildren were united in a small community doing what we as Americans do best.  Sharing hopes, dreams, stories, and the freedom to be together without fear. Eating spaghetti on picnic tables in a town square.  Watching children feeding a stray dog.  Appreciating PIT organizers who go the extra mile for volunteers. The words 'kindred spirits' and 'family' were repeated often in a group that had just met….  It was such a joy to spend time with people with no hidden agendas, a respite from our busy lives, a counterpoint to "life out of balance".  We understood our connectedness as human beings--a life lesson worth learning.
Newsletter Update

Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!
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