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Centennial Congress

The 1905 American Forest Congress greatly influenced legislation establishing the Forest Service as an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  On January 4-6, 2005, a Centennial Congress will be held in Washington D.C.  This event will provide an opportunity to commemorate the creation of the USDA Forest Service in 1905, and provide a focus for the future by convening Congressional leaders, representatives from agency partners and interests, other agencies, leading academicians, select state and local government representatives, key governors, media leaders, and Forest Service leaders.  

The Centennial Congress will:

· Initiate the centennial year for the Forest Service in a meaningful, historic way, and recognize the significance of conservation in the 20th century.

· Bring partners together to jointly identify the major issues and challenges for the future, and document the complexity and diverse contributions to public land management in the 21st century.

· Build advocacy and understanding for the agency.

· Provide a venue for looking forward by looking back through the unveiling of “The Greatest Good: A History of the Forest Service.”

· Provide an opportunity to document international contributions to management of America’s forests.

· Fulfill the expectation described in the House Appropriations Committee Report that the Agency will work to bring partners and interests together in a collaborative way.  
All regions of the country will have an opportunity to hold a regional forum with their findings contributing to the national event.  Due to the work involved in coordinating such an event, units may want to combine their efforts into multi-regional events across organizational lines.


For more information on the Centennial Congress, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/centcongress.
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From Linda
The centennial plans are expanding as we draw closer.  Only a year until 2005!  Some of you voted on centennial messages for the Forest Service.  Agency leadership recently approved the following official centennial tagline and messages:



· Our national forests and grasslands are treasured resources for the benefit and enjoyment of Americans now and in the future.

· The USDA Forest Service celebrates a century of dedicated service and caring for the nation’s forests.
Welcome to our new centennial staff members, communication coordinator Keven Kennedy, and acting partnership coordinator Susan Alden.  They join Jacqueline Leonard (Centennial Congress) and me as the centennial team.
Event Calendar Database

Thanks to Rodney Kindlund, Public Affairs Officer for the Southern Research Station, for designing the events calendar database and submitting the following article:

The Southern Research Station is working with a local computer specialist to develop a web-based calendar for centennial planners to plan and others to attend centennial events.  The events are slated to begin after January 1, 2005 and will be lead off with the Centennial Congress in Washington, D.C. 

Centennial field coordinators will be able to add, delete, and make changes to the events as event planning progresses.  Others will be able to view events on-line.  It is based on the online Reservation Manager Southern Research Station employees use to reserve and check out audio-visual equipment and vehicles.  The calendar should be available through a link to the New Century of Service website by March 1, 2004.

Award Winners Announced

This year’s Chief’s Award winners are Dr. Robert E. Buckman, retired, of Corvallis, and the Fiddlin’ Foresters of Region 2.  Dr. Buckman’s extensive contributions span 38 years in the agency, as professor at Oregon State University, president of the International Union of Forestry Research Organizations, and most recently lending his expertise to help with science and policy review of the Biscuit Fire.  

The Fiddlin’ Foresters include Lynn Young, Jane Leche, Jim Maxwell, Doug Wagner, and Tom McFarland.  They have been ambassadors for the agency, performing over 50 performances in 12 states for over 20,000 people, teaching audiences about the history, culture, and mission of the agency and putting a face on the “Faceless Bureaucrat.”  We will share region, station, and area winners in our June issue.
Char Miller Lecture Series

Dr. Char Miller, history professor at Trinity University in Texas and a Pinchot Institute Senior Fellow, will give a series of lectures around the country about the environmental and political history that developed and shaped the Forest Service.  Dr. Miller is available to give 30 lectures September 2004 -July 2005. If you would like Dr. Miller to speak to a group in your community, please call Lori McKean at Grey Towers at 570-296-9672 or write to lmckean@fs.fed.us.  Talks will be scheduled on a first come, first serve basis.  The lecture series is supported by the Pinchot Institute for Conservation and New Century of Service. 

Author of more than 200 publications on history and conservation, Miller's latest work includes: Gifford Pinchot and the Making of Modern Environmentalism (Washington, DC: Island Press, 2001). 

Dr. Miller’s lecture also has been captured on a DVD by Sight and Sound Services.  To buy a copy, call 503-622-5629 or email pat@sightandsoundservices.com.  The DVD is $10 and costs $4 for shipping.

Thanks Diane Banegas, Public Affairs Specialist in the WO for contributing this article!
Newsletter Update

Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!

Quilt Update

Opportunities abound for those interested in participating in the Centennial Quilting project.  More than 60 people have already inquired about participating in the project and many of them will be stitching their way into Forest Service history! For more information on how you can get involved in this project, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/quilt.
Partners In Stewardship
Thanks to Rita Cantu and Toni Stafford of Interpretive Arts Unlimited! Enterprise Team for highlighting the following special event:

What do you call it when the USDAFS, USFWS, BLM, NPS, BIA, BOR, and ACE all meet in LA?  No, not alphabet soup… Joint Ventures: Partners in Stewardship Conference 2003.  Close to 2000 participants, representing seven federal land management agencies as well as various partner groups, met at the Los Angeles Convention Center November 17-20, 2003.  It was the first time this many land management agencies have worked in partnership to present a conference.  The focus of the conference was celebrating, nurturing, and building partnerships.

Conservation and the Arts, a division of New Century of Service, played an important role in the event.  With our partners, the National Endowment for Arts and the National Endowment for Humanities we comprise a group called the Alliance for Nature, Culture, and Communities.  The Alliance, also in partnership with FS Enterprise Team Interpretive Arts Unlimited!(IAU!), provided the coordination for an “Arts and Humanities” track at the conference.  In addition to finding and coordinating stellar presentations for the track, the Alliance and IAU! hosted an evening performance for all the conference participants.  Two "conservation greats" shared their reflections with the enthusiastic group: Aldo Leopold and John Muir.

Overall the conference was deemed a great success by all, with some of the best presenters in a wide variety of fields, and the precedent was set for other great gatherings in the future.  NCS and the Alliance were proud to play a part.  
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