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Celebrating the People

Retirees across the nation are preparing for the upcoming 100th anniversary of the Forest Service.  Specifically, the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association is sponsoring a national event, September 4-9, 2005 in Portland, Oregon.  The theme, “Celebrating the People.”  Both retirees and current employees are invited to participate in the reunion and approximately 1,500 are expected to attend.  It will “revisit the ‘outfit’s’ history through presentations, first person experiences and reminders of accomplishments such as development of superior trees and grasses, smokejumping, watershed restoration, wood technology, national computer systems, wildfire science and wilderness management.”


In addition, special “mini-sessions” will be offered during the event.  These will include:
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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
April 18 - 24, 2004



Lewis & Clark – Yesterday & Today

· Pinchot Traditions, Legacy & Our U.S. Forest Service Future

· Experience The U.S. Forest Service Tradition, Culture & Arts

For more information visit http://www.oldsmokeys.org/reunion_2005.htm.
Centennial Congress Update

The National Centennial Congress planning team is delighted that most Regions, Stations and Areas have decided to convene centennial forums in their areas.  These gatherings will greatly influence and enhance the National Centennial Congress, which will kick off the 100th anniversary of the Forest Service in January 2005.Various themes have been determined, and each forum has a planning team in place.  A workshop, conducted by Interpretive Arts Unlimited, will include key planning members from all branches of the agency, is scheduled for April 19-20 in Denver.  The participants will help decide the best processes for integration, consistency and compatibility to tie in with the National Centennial Congress.
A list of themes and contacts can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/forum_contacts.htm.
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From Linda
I’ve just returned from a trip to the Pacific Northwest, visiting first with the regional heritage program managers, then with the retirees planning the Forest Service reunion in 2005.  The intent of New Century of Service – to look back at our history as a way to envision the future – was evident at both visits.  While in the Supervisor’s Office of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, I visited with their public affairs officer.  He told me that since 1995, the forest is no longer employing half its number of employees.  I later got a call from a public affairs officer in Region 1 who had begun planning for the agency’s centennial.  She said they were struggling with the planning – “How,” she asked, “can we celebrate an anniversary when we are losing employees, or devaluing them?”  

What is the outlook for the agency in the next 100 years?  We struggle with natural resource dilemmas.  More telling, to me, is the struggles we continue to have with personnel and morale issues.  As my friend on the Gifford Pinchot NF said to me, planning events that make our employees feel good about themselves, through New Century of Service, keeps him going.  New Century of Service continues to be about nurturing the workforce, taking pride in all that we as an agency have given to this country, and using this as a milestone to remind ourselves that fine public service means taking care of ourselves every bit as much as taking care of others.  The retirees I met with, planning the reunion Sept. 4-9, 2005, intrinsically understand this.  Thoughtful and respectful in their plans, this is the first reunion to be held for current and former employees.  Their theme, “Celebrating the People,” recognizes the accomplishments of many who have worn the “Pine Tree Shield” with pride and dedication, and honors those who have lost their lives in the line of duty.

From the start, those of us planning New Century of Service have worked hard to lay the groundwork for a respectful commemoration, remembering the context of today’s issues, as we look back in time to learn lessons for the future.  I hope we have laid the seeds for others around the country to do the same.
Volunteer Highlight

National Volunteer Week is April 18-24, 2004.  In honor of the many Forest Service employees and retirees who volunteer personal time in their own communities, New Century of Service will be highlighting their stories throughout the year in the Century News.  For more information on how to share your story, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/community_connections. 
Volunteer: Dave Poncin – Dave Poncin, a retired Fire Staff Officer from the Nez Perce National Forest in Grangeville, Idaho worked 40 years with the Forest Service.  Dave possesses a cheerful, “can-do” attitude and always tackles everything with a big grin.
Dave has been an Elks Club member for 33 years and the Director of the Grangeville Lions Club of which he’s been a member for 20 years.  He also belongs to the Grangeville Chamber of Commerce and has been a member for 19 years and was Chamber President in 2001.  

He’s been an active member of the United Methodist Church for 19 years, and is currently a Trustee and Chairman.  In addition to his board member duties, he does lawn mowing, landscaping, interior repair and is one heck of a chef at barbequing salmon and making scalloped potatoes for the annual salmon feed!

When mammoths were discovered in nearby Tolo Lake, Dave joined the Tolo Lake Mammoth Committee and got to work.  He helped on the skeletal mammoth project by raising money to purchase a full-sized replica of a Columbian Mammoth for educational display purposes.

Dave’s been a National Smokejumper Association member for 5 years.  He volunteers one week per year to do trail maintenance for the Forest Service in various areas.

These are just a sampling of Dave’s very extensive and diverse volunteer efforts.  From the local hospital to volunteer fire departments to school board member, Dave’s efforts are an outstanding example of public service in his community and beyond.


USDA Forest Service History

The following excerpt on national grasslands is from The USDA Forest Service – The First Century, FS-650 by Gerald W. Williams, PhD, Forest Service Historian, July 2000.

The origin of the USDA Forest Service-administered national grasslands begins with the disposal of public lands in the early 20th century.  The Enlarged Homestead Act of 1909, for example, offered free land to those who would cultivate the Great Plains.


The removal of the grass that held down the soil on these marginal farm lands contributed to the erosion of the “dustbowl” in the drought years of the 1930’s.  In that decade, an estimated 2 ½ million people abandoned their small farms, mainly on the plains.  Many of them migrated to the west coast to work in the fields.  


In 1931, a national conference entitled “Land Utilization” called for a survey of submarginal lands.  Once these lands were identified, the Government began to purchase them….  The aim was to control erosion, produce more forage, and ensure economic stability for rural residents who had remained.


The purchased lands were called Land Utilization (L-U) projects after the title of the 1931 conference.  The Government obtained title to 11.3 million acres in 45 states for $47.5 million (about $4.40 an acre) by voluntary sales.  After the L-U lands were purchased, they were used for practical demonstrations of the best soil conservation techniques to set an example for adjacent private landholders.  


By Secretary of Agriculture Administrative Order dated December 24, 1953 (effective January 2, 1954), management of the L-U lands was transferred from the Soil Conservation Service to the Forest Service….  At the time, there were over 10 million acres of L-U lands….  Discussion over the future of these lands continued until 1958, when a revised policy transferred around 6 million acres to States and colleges.  


The Forest Service retained most of the remaining 4 million acres.  On June 20, 1960, some 3,804,000 acres were designated as the 19 national grasslands. 

Newsletter Update

Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!
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