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And the winners are…

I am excited to announce the two winners of the first Chief’s Awards for New Century of Service – one individual and one group winner.  We had 28 nominees in all and tough choices to make.

[image: image5.wmf]The individual Chief’s Award goes to Dr. Frank H. Wadsworth.  He retired as a research forester from the International Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF) in Puerto Rico with 62 years of continuous service, and is now a volunteer scientist there.  Peter Weaver who nominated Frank said, “It would be safe to say that tropical forestry within the US Forest Service is synonymous with Frank’s name.  He established the Institute’s library…  He has been involved with many of the Institute’s 2,500 studies, wrote articles and books, served as Director of the IITF, and was a major player in founding the National History Society.  Most of all, Frank continues to be a mentor and inspiration to many.”

The group award goes to the 35 employees of the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie.  They are visionaries who saw the potential of restoring the prairie, completed their first land and resource plan, are establishing seedbeds and restoration projects, working with the public on environmental education, partnering with state and local organizations and volunteers, established the first National Tallgrass Prairie – an urban oasis near Chicago, IL.  Midewin is a Potawatomi word for the healing society, and truly this team is healing over 15,000 acres of land, restoring it for educational and research purposes and for the use of many visitors to come.  Visit them at http://www.fs.fed.us/mntp/. 

[image: image6.wmf]Congratulations also to the FS 2002 Olympic Planning Team who won special recognition, and to our Honorable Mentions for the Chief’s Award:  Descanso Ranger District Border Team, Cleveland NF, and the Subsistence Management Team, Alaska Region, and to all of our many winners at all levels.
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Celebrating Alaska Style

Recently Mary Pierce of the Craig-Thorne Bay Ranger District sent the New Century of Service a beautiful brochure describing the Tongass National Forest Centennial activities in August 2002.  Here’s a taste of what you can expect!  

 
President Theodore Roosevelt created the Alexander Archipelago Forest Reserve on August 2, 1902.  Now the Tongass NF, will celebrate 100 years of public stewardship this summer.  The celebration includes a Fiddlin’ Forester’s performance, historic ranger boat tour, centennial totem pole, marathon, a special employee reunion…you get the idea…a ton of fun activities and festivities!  The theme for the event is “The Land, the People and the Future”.  For more information, visit the official event newsletter on their website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/tongass/.

Dakota Prairie Grasslands

On occasion, we receive articles from folks around the country just wanting to share a little about their area.  Jennifer Berger, a Recreation Planner on the Dakota Prairie Grasslands (DPG) shared a bit about an exciting program in this special area.

The DPG is possibly the newest unit in the Forest Service – we formed in 1998 after splitting from the Custer NF to our west.  …For years our dominant uses here have been grazing and minerals, but now we are experiencing a new surge in recreation interest….  One special program I'd like to tell you about our National Grasslands Explorer Series.  I feel the Explorer program is in the spirit of "New Century of Service" because it is about USFS resource specialists spending time in the field with the public …with children, who are after all, America's resource management future.  The program highlights the positive nature of our USFS culture...and that is priceless.  My hope is that a whole new generation will develop an interest in working for the USFS ‘family’.  

For more information, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/dakotaprairie/explor.htm.    

Award Winner’s Issue 

The time has come to announce the winners of the New Century of Service Chief’s Awards!  Both groups and individuals were nominated at the Forest/Lab/Field Unit (Level 1).  Winners from Level 1 moved on to Level 2, the Region/Station/Area/Institute/WO Deputy level.  From Level 2, one individual and one group winner were chosen for the Chief’s Award (winners named in “Lowdown From Linda,” page 1). Throughout the newsletter you will see just who those winners were at each level.  In addition, New Century of Service will be highlighting winners on the website.  Look for their accomplishments to be posted on the web soon!  Many thanks to those of you who made nominations and congratulations to the winners of 2002!   

Please note: group winners will be in bold.  Members of each group can be found on pages 3 & 4.

Level 1, Forest/Lab/Field Unit Winners:

Region 1: 

Pete Bengeyfield – Informal Mentoring, Innovation & Public Service

Rodd Richardson – Collaboration 
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Swan Ecosystem Management & Learning Center, Inc. – Collaboration 

Region 2: 

Kathryn F. Lindsay – Informal Mentoring 

Lance H. Tyler – Informal Mentoring 

Phillip Kemp – Informal Mentoring, Innovation & Public Service

Thomas Keeney – Innovation & Public Service

Gary Osier – Innovation & Public Service 

Tom Koenig – Innovation & Public Service

Boulder Ranger District – Collaboration

White River NF Interdisciplinary Team for Forest Plan Revision – Innovation & Public Service

Shoshone NF – Innovation & Public Service

Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison NFs – Collaboration 

Region 3:

Gene P. Waldrip – Informal Mentoring 

Melissa Warren – Innovation & Public Service

Connie Reid – Cultural Heritage
Level 1 Winners, continued

Region 5: 

Edith S. Asrow – Collaboration

Pamela Conners – Cultural Heritage

Southern California Biologists – Collaboration

Border Team of the Descanso RD – Collaboration

Stanislaus NF Interpretive Team – Collaboration 

Region 6:

Maret Silvia Pajutee – Collaboration

Karyn L. Wood – Collaboration 

Wendy J. Evans – Informal Mentoring, Innovation

Ruth Ittner – Innovation & Public Service

Earl W. Ford – Informal Mentoring 

James R. Brain – Informal Mentoring 

Region 8:

Esteban Rodriguez – Informal Mentoring

Robert G. Pasquill, Jr. – Cultural Heritage

NFs in Alabama – Innovation & Public Service

Region 9:

Robert C. Whetsell – Cultural Heritage

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie – Innovation & Public Service, Collaboration, Cultural Heritage

Pacific Northwest Research Station:

Dave Pilz – Innovation & Public Service

Ken Wright – Cultural Heritage

Dean DeBell - Collaboration
Blue Mountains Natural Resources Institute – Collaboration

Level 2, Region/Station/Area/IITF:
Region 1: 

Pete Bengeyfield – Informal Mentoring, Innovation & Public Service

Region 2: 

Thomas Keeney – Innovation & Public Service

Boulder Ranger District – Collaboration

Region 3:

Strategic Beginnings Cadre – Informal Mentoring, Innovation & Public Service, Cultural Heritage, Collaboration

Level 2 Winners, continued

Region 4: 

Forest Service 2002 Olympic Planning Team – Innovation & Public Service
Region 5: 

Edith S. Asrow – Collaboration

Border Team of the Descanso Ranger District – Collaboration

Region 6:

Earl W. Ford – Informal Mentoring
The Focus on Ability Strategic Business Plans Team – Innovation & Public Service
Region 8:

Esteban Rodriguez – Informal Mentoring

Robert G. Pasquill, Jr. – Cultural Heritage

Region 9:

Robert C. Whetsell – Cultural Heritage

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie – Innovation & Public Service, Collaboration, Cultural Heritage

Region 10:

Forest Service Subsistence Management Team – Collaboration

Forest Products Laboratory:

John I. Zerbe – Informal Mentoring

Pacific Northwest Research Station:
Cynthia Miner – Innovation & Public Service
75th Anniversary Committee – Cultural Heritage
Rocky Mountain Research Station:

E. Durant McArthur – Collaboration

Southern Research Station:
Project Leader and Staff of RWU 4101 – Innovation & Public Service, Collaboration

International Institute of Tropical Forestry:

Dr. Frank H. Wadsworth – Informal Mentoring

Enhanced Collaboration with Partners Group – Collaboration

Level 2 Winners, continued

Northeastern Area State & Private Forestry:
Arlyn W. Perkey – Innovation & Public Service
Asian Longhorned Beetle Team – Innovation & Public Service

Washington Office Deputy Levels:

National Forest System: 

Jeanne M. Wade-Evans – Informal Mentoring, Innovation & Public Service, Collaboration

The Built Environment Image Team – Innovation & Public Service, Cultural Heritage
State & Private Forestry: 

J.P. Johnston – Innovation & Public Service

Members of Group Winners

The following are the individual group members from both Levels 1 and 2.  Some groups opted not to provide an individual listing and will not be mentioned below.

Boulder RD Team 

Beverly Baker, Ed Bratcher, Dave Buchanan, Glen Cook, Marsha Graham, Sue Greenley, Maribeth Higgins, Edward Huffman, Greg Jones, Debbie Karst, Amy Krommes, Paul Mintier, Martha Moran, Robert Nykamp, Jaime Oliva, John Oppenlander, Selma Otto, Jody Sandel, Theresa Savery, Erick Stahlin, Julia Stennes, Tracy Stull, Patti Turecek

Shoshone NF 

Bill Oliver and Ron Ostrom

Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison NFs
Garry Edson and Ken Kowynia

Southern California Biologists 

Steve Anderson, Bill Brown, Jan Beyers, Maeton Freel, Diane Freeman, Steve Loe, John Stephenson, Kirsten Winter, Therese O’Rourke, Ken Berg

Border Team of the Descanso Ranger District Nelson Dean, Chuck Koeller, Hal Mortier, Pete Williams, Sally Goodrich, Joan Wynn, Betty Hawkes, Yolanda Patterson, Ivan Bartonecek, Michelle Sarubbi

Group Winners, continued

Stanislaus NF Interpretive Team 

Phyllis Ashmead, Joy Barney, Steve Marsh, Greg Casselberry, Barbara Balen, Jim Behm

Blue Mountains Natural Resources Institute Shirley Muse, Larry Cribbs, Pat Wortman

NFs in Alabama 
Emanuel Hudson, Linda Chism, James Shores, Jr., Tammy Truett
The Focus on Ability Strategic Business Plans Team 
Kathy Armstrong, Sara Beck, Kathy Bowman, Bill Fish, Tom Glassford, Bob Morgan
Enhanced Collaboration with Partners Group Ariel E. Lugo, Leopoldo Miranda Castro, Abel Vale, Tania del Mar Lopez, Enrique Hernandez Prieto, Andres Garcia Martino, Alberto R. Puente Rolon, Adrianne G. Tossas, Donald A. McFarlane, Tom Miller, Armando Rodriguez, Joyce Lundberg, John Thomlinson, Jose Colon, Johannes H. Schellekens, Olga Ramos, Eileen Helmer
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

Renee Thakali, Jodi Nelson, Marta Witt, Nick Vrevich, Enid Erickson, Karl Forge, Brenda Gallagher, Bob Hommes, Fran Hundt, Jean Keenan, Jerry Larson, Norberta Lavicka, Jesse Lovelace, Bill Mains, Jeff Martina, Teddy Mullins, Mike Rizo, Cathy Roland, Linda Sasamoto, Rick Short, Pat Thrasher, Eric Ulaszek, Don Buell, Bob Gaston, Ted Szal, Jim Murray, Brian Eaton, Frank Koenig, Bill Glass, Cindy Kline, Chris Whelan, Tony Chin, Maggie Cole, Larry Stritch, Fran Harty
Strategic Beginnings Cadre
Bette G. Telles, Alan J. Koschmann, Angela Sandoval, Art Morrison, Aurelia B. Harris, Bob Leaverton, Carl Holguin, Carveth V. Kramer, Darla J. Quick, Dee A. Driscoll, Dennis G. Garcia, Dolores Maese, Jerry Payne, Kathleen Klein, Marcy Schlosser, Margueritte D. Bolles, Maria T. Garcia, Marian E. Buchen, Martin D. Chavez, Monica B. Gonzales, Patricia Corral, Peg Crim, Phillip Settles, Ramona Ulibarri, Roberta M. Casaus, Rudy Gutierrez, Susan Skalski, Victor Wyant, Vincent Galterio, Wayne Thornton, Isabel Martinez, Sandra Raun, Rochelle Apodaca, James Adams, Lee Thornhill, Buck Sanchez

Group Winners, continued
Forest Service 2002 Olympic Planning Team

John Hoagland, Chip Sibbernsen, Stephanie Gomes, Gordon Williams, Bruce Ungari, Steve Torgerson, Kathy Stacy, Dave Palazzolo, Dave Ream, Lisa Perez, Scott Layton, Susan Alden, Bruce Tremper, Kim Christensen

Forest Service Subsistence Management Team 

Winifred Kessler, Ken Thompson, Fred Clark, Jim Caplan, Cal Casipit, Mary Myers, David Johnson, Ken Holbrook

75th Anniversary Committee

Sherri Richardson Dodge, Lynn Starr, Becky Bittner, Sam Chan, Sarah Greene, Ryan Mansfield, Judy Mikowski, Cynthia Miner, Frank Vanni
Asian Longhorned Beetle Team
Noel Schneeberger, Dennis Haugen, Manfred Mielke, Don Duerr, Brian Kopke

The Built Environment Image Team 

Marcus Anderson, James S. Bedwell, Ted Coffman, Anna Jones Crabtree, Jurgen Hess, Maurice Hoelting, Josiah Kim, Ron Yates, Gene Zimmerman

Swan Ecosystem Management & Learning Center, Inc. 

Anne Dahl, Rod Ash, Neil Meyer, Larrine Abolt, Pam Hamilton, Jill Jolly, Claudia Kux, Bill Moore, Stan Nicholson, Tom Parker, Bud Moore

Newsletter Update
Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!


-Kristi
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