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New Century of Service Purpose

New Century of Service means:

1. Building on our natural resource goals through public service and collaboration.

2. Highlighting and sharing organizational excellence and change.

3. Nurturing the workforce by providing a caring, supportive environment.

4. Celebrating 100 years of caring for the land and serving people.
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Many of our fellow employees have been working towards excellence in public service and collaboration.  The Ashland Ranger District on the Rogue River National Forest is working to create the Ashland Natural Resource Learning Institute, “an experiment to increase agency and community capacity for public land restoration.”  Here is a little bit about their vision:

Create a new model of natural resource management that will incorporate community and university involvement in a collaborative experiment to implement stewardship restoration on Federal lands within the Ashland Ranger District of the Rogue River National Forest.

Test the results of the new management model in the context of a mutually beneficial learning institution defined by the collaborative efforts of the Forest Service and its partners, Southern Oregon University (SOU) and the city of Ashland, while engaging the support of the community in assuring success.

Thanks to Linda Duffy, District Ranger, for sharing this wonderful effort with New Century of Service.  If you have a local solution you’re working on, let us know by emailing Linda Feldman at lfeldman@fs.fed.us. 
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[image: image7.wmf]It’s exciting to hear the New Century of Service tune played around the country — literally, in the case of the Fiddlin’ Foresters, four amazing Rocky Mtn. Region musicians who have adopted New Century of Service as their theme for interpretive programs; figuratively, in the case of Beth King from the Intermountain Region, and her “12 steps to rejuvenating a retiree wannabee” program.  Last month Beth was named Forest Service Engineering Technician of the Year!


National Public Lands Day (NPLD) is a great way for you to play along.   We’re a partner in this year’s NPLD, supporting this nationwide event.  This year, alumni of the Civilian Conservation Corps will recognize NPLD as keeper of their legacy of stewardship, passing the conservation promise from Corps’ survivors to younger generations.  On Saturday, Sept. 29, employees, retirees, volunteers, and partners will work together on national forests and other public lands, to restore historic structures, build trails, clean up campgrounds, and much more.  To find out more, visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.npld.com" 
 www.npld.com or contact dharmer@fs.fed.us.  Together we can make a difference.

Web Flash

· Want to announce a special New Century of Service event on your forest?  Have it posted on the New Century of Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/events.htm.  Email Linda Feldman to add your event at lfeldman@fs.fed.us!
· Need to know your area’s New Century of Service Field Representative?   Stop by http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/field_contacts.htm.
Fast Forest Facts

We manage…

· 34.7 million acres of wilderness

· 133,000 miles of trail (hiking, horse, OHV)

· 4,300 miles of National Wild & Scenic Rivers

· Reforestation on 267,000 acres

· 3,400 watersheds

· Drinking water for 60 million people

Know Your USFS History?

This continues our series on the history of the Forest Service — the creation of the Forest Service badge, from The USDA Forest Service – The First Century, FS-650 by Gerald W. Williams, PhD, Forest Service Historian, July 2000.
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For creation of the badge, Pinchot announced a contest among Washington Office employees.  A highly varied collection of tree-related designs resulted, including scrolls, leaves, and maple seeds.  Although the judges appreciated the employees’ artistic merits, they were dissatisfied because none of the designs, included generally recognized symbols of authority. . . .


Edward T. Allen, one of the judges, strongly believed that a conventional shield was the best authority symbol.  As it turned out, he and an associate, William C. Hodge, Jr. . . . came up with the design that became the official badge.  In the spring of 1905, the two men were together in Allen’s office or, perhaps, at a railroad depot in Missoula, Montana.  Allen, who was attracted by the type of shield used by the Union Pacific Railroad, began tracing an outline of the shield (from a Union Pacific timetable) on a sheet of paper.  He inserted the large letters U and S halfway from the top to the bottom of the shield, leaving a space between them.  Hodge, looking on, was inspired to sketch a fir tree on a sheet of “roll-your-own” cigarette paper he took from his pocket.  He then laid this between the U and S.  The two men then quickly wrote “FOREST SERVICE”
 across the top and “DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE” across the bottom.  The placement of the two names was probably dictated by available spaces..    In any case, Pinchot and his assistant, Overton Price were pleased with the design and called off a planned second contest.

Newsletter Update

As always, please feel free to send comments regarding the newsletter format to Kristi Bray at kabray@fs.fed.us.  If you have suggestions or comments regarding New Century of Service please direct them to Linda Feldman at lfeldman@fs.fed.us.  
New Century Stars

Cheers to the following folks who have gone above and beyond the call of duty, volunteering their time to help New Century of Service succeed:

· Pamela Finney, R10 – for conceiving and developing our Field Representative team room

· Mickie Marjerison, R10 – for developing the Field Representative team room

· Syble Kincannon, WO – for developing the website

Thank you for all your efforts!!

 Talent Search

The performing and visual arts can be important media for communicating how the Forest Service cares for the land and serves people.  From quilting to playing the guitar, the New Century of Service is searching for accomplished artists who are Forest Service employees, retirees, and volunteers to share the Forest Service story and our contributions to the American landscape through artistic disciplines.  By collecting an inventory of talent, the New Century of Service hopes to:

· Tell the story of the FS mission and contributions to the American landscape

· Develop products, events, and programs for New Century of Service

· Provide a network for sharing and enhancing your talents with others in the agency

· Explore ideas and applications of these art forms in the work we do for the agency

If you are a competent and experienced artist and use your medium in an interpretive and educational context, please contact Rita Cantu on the Prescott NF at rcantu@fs.fed.us or 520.717.8471.
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