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Getting Involved

New Century of Service is about getting involved in activities that make our jobs easier, efficient and fun!  It is also about commemorating the rich history of the Forest Service and how our history is shaping our future.   So, take a look at the two celebrations below, take advantage of these opportunities, and share them with friends and co-workers!

National Public Lands Day:[image: image4.wmf] On September 29th, volunteers, partners, local businesses, retirees, and people like you from land management agencies will work together to accomplish essential work at participating Nat’l Public Lands Day sites.  It’s not too late to set up your own project.  Contact David Harmer (202-205-1305, dharmer@fs.fed.us).  This year the Civilian Conservation Corps passes its torch to Nat’l Public Lands Day to ensure that the CCC legacy will continue.  Kick off for the event is Sept. 27 at the first CCC camp – Camp Roosevelt on the George Washington National Forest (VA).

Grey Towers to Reopen:  August 2001 will herald the reopening of Grey Towers Nat’l Historic Landmark, former home of the first chief of the Forest Service and two-term Pennsylvania Governor, Gifford Pinchot.  The Forest Service is the steward of Grey Towers, which has been closed for extensive historic renovation since 1998.  President John F. Kennedy dedicated the site as the home of the Pinchot Institute for Conservation in 1963.  The 115-year-old French chateauesque mansion and surrounding historic landscape features have been restored back to the era when Gifford and Cornelia Pinchot lived at Grey Towers. 

Grey Towers reopens as a conference and seminar facility for events tied to conservation and leadership issues.  It provides a unique historical context, retaining many of the qualities of the Pinchot household.  It is located in Milford, PA.

More information on both events is available at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/events.htm.
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From Linda
In 1994, I had the privilege and sorrow of helping explain 19 fire fatalities – 14 on Storm King Mountain in Colorado, 3 from a helicopter crash on the Gila National Forest (NM) and 2 from an air tanker crash on the Lolo National Forest (MT).  The work was life-changing for those of us involved.  We were the lucky ones.


Once again, we are left to explain four deaths by forest fire on the Thirty Mile Fire on the Okanogan National Forest (WA), this July.  Fatalities – unnecessary deaths of our friends and colleagues – leave us the lesson that life can be short.  What is important is the value of our lives and our relationships.  These deaths leave us remembering that we all make lots of personal and professional choices.  If we learn anything from untimely deaths, it is the value of their lives and how vital it is to make decisions that value and respect the quality of our lives in the workplace and at home.  As Chief Bosworth said at the memorial service for Tom Craven, Karen Fitzpatrick, Jessica Johnson, and Devin Weaver, “We can take consolation in the fact that our lives were touched by the spirit of four fine men and women.  We owe them a special debt.  We can begin to repay it by living up to their memory…We can honor them by living our own lives to the fullest.”
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New Century Stars

Thanks to the following people for their special efforts in making New Century of Service a continued success:

· Becca Thompson – Student intern to New Century of Service for the summer

· Ann and Steve Dunsky – For producing the agency’s new ‘New Employee Orientation Video’ as a joint effort of New Century of Service and Corporate Training Design Team

Be a Mentor!

If you are interested in encouraging more women to pursue their interests in scientific and technical studies and careers, please consider serving as an online mentor through MentorNet.  This online mentoring program pairs community college, undergraduate, and graduate women in engineering, related sciences and technologies, and math with engineers and scientists working in industry and national labs.  Mentors who were involved with last year's program reported spending an average of 20 minutes per week while gaining personal satisfaction and skills from guiding future colleagues.  For more information and to sign up, go to: www.mentornet.net. 

New Century of Service Attitude

National Forests around the country are getting involved in the New Century of Service in a variety of ways.  The White Mountain National Forest’s Tom Moore, Fee Pilot Program Coordinator on the Androscoggin Ranger District, shares some of their plans for New Century of Service:


The White Mountain National Forest is excited about the New Century of Service. Our initial approach is to begin to develop awareness of the 100th anniversary scheduled for 2005 by introducing the concept and idea of the New Century of Service at appropriate Forest functions. In the near future, New Century of Service will be a topic at employee orientation sessions, at a barn raising as part of the Kancamaugus Scenic Byway interpretive site, and at a meeting exploring ways to develop oral histories of current and retired Forest Service employees.


Our goal is to springboard from the New Century of Service to tell the stories of our past and present, and use it to develop awareness of our rich history and culture here in New England for future employees. In a sense, it is celebrating the people in the Forest Service from the past and today, for the people of tomorrow. Another aspect of this is recognizing the unique qualities of the White Mountain and considering ways and opportunities to celebrate the partnerships that have made the White Mountain National Forest what it is. The story of the Forest Service is about people and courage to do what's right for the land for the longest term.


We hope to accelerate our activities and opportunities as 2005 approaches.

Spanning Forest Service History

Four generations of Forest Service employees in one family!!  That’s right…we had to know more.  So, Barbara Montgomery from the Idaho Panhandle National Forest recently sent in this interesting story about her family and their rich history with the USDA Forest Service.  Here is what she shared:


Our Forest Service family legacy began in 1910 on the St. Joe National Forest in northern Idaho.  My grandfather, George Earle began his Forest Service career participating in the suppression of the 1910 fires.   He was later assigned as a timber cruiser/scaler in the beautiful mountains of North Idaho where white pine was king.  He received his permanent appointment in 1918.  His career spanned the St. Joe, Coeur d’Alene, Clearwater and Kootenai National Forests.  He retired in 1944 as the Senior Forest Ranger in Timber Management on the Kootenai National Forest in Libby, Montana, after more than 34 years of service.  


Imogene Montgomery, my mother-in-law, began her Forest Service career on the Kootenai National Forest in 1970.  She retired as a Procurement Agent on the Idaho Panhandle National Forest in 1983.  


I began my career as a clerk-typist on the Kootenai National Forest in Libby, Montana, in 1973.  I am currently the Information Resources Manager on the St. Joe Ranger District of the Idaho Panhandle.  


My husband, John Montgomery began his career on the Idaho Panhandle National Forest as an Engineering Technician in 1980.  He is currently a Forestry Technician on the St. Joe Ranger District.  John and I have a daughter, Elizabeth, who began her career with the Forest Service as a Recreation Technician on the St. Joe, in 1995.  She is currently the Information Receptionist in Avery, Idaho, where her great grandfather began his Forest Service career over 90 years ago.  Elizabeth proudly carries with her the legacy of four generations of Northern Region Forest Service employees with a combined total of nearly 100 years of service!   


In 1979 the St. Joe NF, Coeur d'Alene NF and the Kaniksu NF were combined to form the Idaho Panhandle National Forest with headquarters in Coeur d'Alene, ID. 

Newsletter Update

For questions or comments about New Century of Service, email Linda Feldman at lfeldman@fs.fed.us.  To join the mailing list email Kristi, kabray@fs.fed.us.   
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