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Collaboration:  2002 Olympics  

February 2002 marks the opening of the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah and a fine example of collaboration among land management agencies.  Four major agencies joined together to provide safety, recreation, and resource conservation education and information to Utah’s Olympic visitors.  
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USDA Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Utah State Parks and Recreation joined to create America’s Public Lands.  Managing more than 80 percent of Utah’s land base, the America’s Public Lands coalition hopes to encourage pride and stewardship of America’s public lands.
The America’s Public Lands partners are responsible for different landscapes, but rely on each other to manage public lands as a whole. By joining forces, the coalition has strengthened ties among themselves and offers an integrated approach to visitor services.

Bob Van Belle, National Park Service Olympic coordinator, said, “It’s our hope that the spirit of

cooperation that characterizes the America’s Public Lands coalition will be a legacy that continues here in

Utah long after the Olympic flame has been doused.”

The America’s Public Lands exhibit in the Host City Visitor Center focuses on the depth, breadth and

diversity of America’s public land system, highlighting the many recreation opportunities on Utah’s public lands.  In addition, APL is also publishing a limited edition book entitled Land That We Love: Americans Talk About America’s Public Lands that has been adopted by the Salt Lake Organizing Committee as part of their 2002 Olympic Arts Festival. Land That We Love features contributions from some of America’s most

eloquent outdoor writers, including Rick Bass and Terry Tempest Williams.  

Learn more about the 2002 Winter Olympics and America’s Public Lands at http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/2002/.
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Chief’s Award
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It’s time to start the nominations!  Nominate an individual or group who you feel exemplifies the New Century of Service way of doing business.  Winners will be chosen who demonstrate the following guiding principles of New Century of Service:  Integrity, Respect, Listen, Value, Learn, Model, and Reputation.  For a nomination packet and sample visit http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury.  
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From Linda
Somehow, it’s holiday time again. Most years, it’s a time of great busy-ness in our Nation’s Capital.  We expect streams of people coming through our doors to visit our new Information Center.  Instead, the Information Center is quiet and key tourist attractions are closed.   Visitors are here, but not in the droves we have come to expect.  One of those visitors was my dear friend Nikki, whose husband Jim disappeared with the World Trade Center’s first tower.  Through her pain and anger, she is doing what Americans do best.  She is beginning to use the democratic process to improve the plight of those caught in the mounds of red tape in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks.  Nikki will make a difference.  

One person can make a difference.  There is something very New Century of Service in that.  Field reps met in early November to update the New Century of Service strategic plan.  One of our newer field reps wrote after the meeting, “I know not all may like the direction of the New Century of Service, but I can sure tell you--I left that meeting feeling a sense of pride in working for the Forest Service.  I actually felt like I was part of a family…The meeting gave me an uplift and a sense of pride and something to look forward to….” We’ll share more about our updates in the next newsletter.  

I plan to really celebrate during the holiday season this year, and hope you will, too.  I wish you peace and prosperity and cheer in the new year.  Come visit us in D.C.
Book Review:  Gifford Pinchot

A new biography of Gifford Pinchot portrays a fresh and personal view of Pinchot’s public and private life and times.  The book is called Gifford Pinchot and the Making of Modern Environmentalism, Island Press (www.islandpress.org), by Char Miller, Pinchot Institute Senior Fellow and professor of history at Trinity University, San Antonio.   Based on recently discovered primary sources and other insights, Miller revises previous views on Pinchot.  He recasts Pinchot’s relationship with John Muir, painting a more complex picture of Pinchot’s values and vision of the natural world.  Along the way, we learn private details of this public man’s life, helping form a more human view of the Forest Service’s founding father.
A Piece of History…

Jerry Williams, Forest Service Historian, has developed an interesting timeline that illustrates the political landscape and public lands/conservation movements in the past.  Did you know that 100 years ago…

· Population of U.S. was over 75 million people.
· New York City had about 120,000 horses on the streets every day, and as a result, the city had to scrape 2.4 million pounds of manure off the same streets daily.  The widespread use of the automobile and delivery trucks would change those messy facts within a decade.
· President McKinley’s 2nd inaugural address was on March 4th. 
· President McKinley was shot on 9/6 by anarchist Leon Czolgosz – President dies eight days later.
· President Theodore Roosevelt took office on 9/14.  He was the youngest President at age 42.  Conservation became a cornerstone of his domestic policy.
· John Muir published Our National Parks, a beautifully‑written portrait of some of the nation's great scenic wildernesses by their greatest defender; the book went through a dozen printings and established Muir's reputation in the public mind.
Newsletter Update

How would you like to receive this newsletter?  We would like to offer the newsletter via the internet (a link would be emailed to you) or as the word document you’ve been receiving.  Let us know what you would prefer.  Majority rules on this offer!  Email Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thanks in advance for your input!
Centennial Commemoration
Our Forest Service friends in Puerto Rico are planning a commemorative book for our agency's 100th anniversary.  Mildred Alayon, Executive Asst. at the International Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF) describes what we can look forward to from them:

We believe we have a unique perspective on the Forest Service for many reasons: the Caribbean National Forest is the oldest forest in the National Forest System, it is one of the most studied forests in the System, and it is the only rain forest in the System.  As we went over the historical files searching for points of interest we saw how the island of Puerto Rico grew together with the Forest Service and how we were able to contribute to this growth.  Part of the publication will feature interviews with key figures that, at an early stage of their lives, participated in Forest Service programs, and subsequently went on to achieve great success in their careers.  


Although we are admittedly in the planning stages, our expectations are to construct this publication similar to the style used for “coffee table books”.  We plan to have the book divided into three sections: a time-line section juxtaposing Forest Service achievements in Puerto Rico with achievements in the island and the world, another section would be devoted to interviews with historical figures, and the final section would consist of historical and current photographs.


Thanks Mildred!  If you would like to learn more about The International Institute of Tropical Forestry, visit them on the web at http://www.fs.fed.us/global/iitf/.
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