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Shorebirds’ Virtual Journey

Collaboration comes in all shapes and sizes.  Here’s an example that helps school kids. 
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The Forest Service and Prince William County Schools (VA) are sending school children on an electronic journey with shorebirds as they migrate to Alaska.  The program, called Winging Northward: A Shorebird’s Journey, takes place May 8, 2002, for schoolchildren in grades 4 through 8.   Students will watch as migrating shorebirds take flight to the Copper River Delta in the Chugach National Forest near Cordova, Alaska.  There is still time to get your local schools involved by registering for this free 1-1/2 hour program at http://shorebirds.pwnet.org. 


The Conservation Education Staff in the WO is discussing other programs like this for the future.  

Forest Anniversary Toolkit

As we approach the agency’s 100th anniversary in 2005, many forests will celebrate their own anniversaries.  Forests celebrating a 50- or 100-year anniversary might want to preview an anniversary toolkit being developed by the New Century of Service.  The electronic toolkit will include key messages, sample activities, a communication plan template, and a checklist for planning special events.  We are growing this as we go, and will continue to add sample activities, resources, and other information.  Contact Linda Feldman, lfeldman@fs.fed.us to preview a copy. 
New Website!

[image: image4.png]


One shining star on the horizon is the Conservation and the Arts website under construction at http://www.fs.fed.us/conservation-arts.  Whether you’re an artist, educator, or scientist, this site is for you!  For more info or to join the arts network contact Toni Stafford at tstafford@fs.fed.us.
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From Linda
The new year brings with it lots of promise, lots of opportunity.  Along with opportunity comes the importance of integrity.  If you haven’t read the Chief’s letter of Dec. 20, 2001, on Professional Ethics, please read it.  The situation surrounding the letter – the Lynx survey issue – shows the impact any one of us can have on the Agency’s reputation.  The issue is being talked about in lots of circles.  My wish for the new year is that we learn from this and move on, with professionalism and integrity.

The opportunity I most wanted to share is an invitation to participate with the Smithsonian Institution in their Folklife Festival in 2005, our anniversary year.  Typically, more than a million people visit the 2-week event, and more than 40 million people learn about the activities through the media.  Its focus is always on people within cultures, their traditions, skills, and knowledge that grow out of daily working and living experience.  It’s a big deal.

The Smithsonian sees the Forest Service as an agency rich in culture and heritage, perfect for sharing a slice of Americana over the past 100 years.  It is a tribute to our employees over time that the venerable Smithsonian sees great promise in our participation with them.  For us, it is a chance to share the depth and breadth of our mission in a fun and interactive way, both in DC and around the country.  

Smithsonian curators will work with us to train interviewers to interview and photograph about 500 people with Forest Service stories and culture to share.  From these we will choose the stories and people that will be a part of the festival.  

I see this as a chance for lots of employees, retirees, and volunteers to get involved as interviewers and interviewees, and participants.  I see this as a chance for us to showcase who we are and what we do.  Watch our website for ways to get involved.

“Wows and Firsts” Update

The Forest Service and its employees have done some pretty spectacular things over the past 100 years.  We are taking the opportunity of the 100th anniversary of the agency to collect the really significant contributions we have created – the incredible variety of inventions, tools, techniques, new processes, facilities, and experiences that benefit Americans and the world.

In a call letter the Chief will be sending out, we will be asking all FS units to send us their “Wows and Firsts,” to be used in a great variety of ways.  We will design a poster for the Region, Station, IITF, or Area that contributes the most facts that make it into the "top 100" list.  Stay tuned for specifics and start thinking about those significant contributions.

A New Century of Service “Wow and First” comes from the Forest Products Laboratory in the form of a material that allows self-sticking stamps to be recyclable.
Eastern Region’s Honor Awards

In the heart of Milwaukee, Forest Service employees join their co-workers, retirees and agency partners to celebrate their finest accomplishments.  The theme is the New Century of Service and the event is the Eastern Region’s Honor Awards ceremony.

So what’s the recipe for celebrating success New Century of Service style?  Start by mixing award winners with employees and retirees at a social event featuring the “Fiddlin’ Foresters.”  Next add in a ceremony filled with words of gratitude.  Fold in messages about the importance of the work Forest Service employees do to ensure healthy forests and grasslands. Sprinkle with memories of the past.  It’s quite a recipe when served with smiles and loads of thanks.

“I feel energized by the people, the music and the joy of hearing about all the fine accomplishments” noted Donna Hepp, the Region’s Recreation, Heritage and Wilderness Director and New Century of Service representative.  “We have so much to look forward to in our New Century of Service.”

Thanks to LindaLou Stockinger from the Eastern Region for submitting this article and highlighting this special event!

USDA Forest Service History

This continues our series on the history of the Forest Service — Forest Products Laboratory (FPL), from The USDA Forest Service – The First Century, FS-650 by Gerald W. Williams, PhD, Forest Service Historian, July 2000.


In 1907, McGarvey Cline, head of the Forest Service’s wood use section, proposed that all wood product scientists be brought together under one roof.  As a consequence, the University of Wisconsin constructed a special laboratory for its use in Madison, Wisconsin, and the FPL began operations on October 1, 1909.


Scientific research on wood and wood products began in earnest, with FPL scientists receiving a large number of patents over the years.  Some of the first work at FPL involved drying wood through a dry kiln process.  Hundreds of species of wood were tested for their fiber strengths.  A pulp and paper research unit was formed to study the mechanical and chemical pulping processes.  Research started on wood’s chemical properties, distillation and extraction of chemicals from various woods, the manufacture of chemicals from trees, and the development of chemicals used to stabilize and moisture-proof wood products.

During World War I, FPL was instrumental in efforts to produce lightweight, but strong, airplanes.  They tested the strengths of fuselages, wings, and propellers, and developed effective ways to use wood, cloth, and paint to strengthen the new airframes.  
 

Today, FPL conducts basic research work on many wood-related topics, including wood fiber recycling and better utilization of wood products, while continuing the testing of wood fibers and better ways of manufacturing wood products and training wood technology researchers from all over the world.
Newsletter Update

Thanks to all who emailed me their newsletter preferences (attached word document vs. internet link).  The majority of the responses said they would like to continue to receive the newsletter as an attached word document.  As always, if you have article ideas to submit, a local solution, questions or comments, please email Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  
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