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Welcome to the ‘Century News,’ the New Century of Service newsletter.  This newsletter has been designed as a forum for sharing new ways of doing business to make our jobs easier, more productive and more enjoyable.  The New Century of Service is for you--the employee, retiree, and volunteer.  What is the New Century of Service?  So glad you asked!
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New Century of Service is a new 5-year effort focusing on public service as the Forest Service approaches its 100-year anniversary in 2005.  New Century of Service provides a framework in which to look both historically and to the future – commemorating our rich history in land stewardship, our successes, and lessons learned; and looking forward to the next century, sharing and acknowledging excellence in the work, programs, and ideas of the agency.  New Century of Service culminates in 2005 with celebrations of the 100th anniversary of the Forest Service.  New Century of Service is led by a team of champions from all units of the agency who will reinvigorate our spirit, values, and commitment to excellence in caring for the land and serving people.

Whewww!  That’s a lot of information.      Now…let’s see some action!

Make a Difference!

Are you involved in a project or on a team that is doing something or learning something in a new way that could benefit others in the Forest Service?  Are you re-engineering or reinventing a process?  We’re looking for great ideas – big or small – that can make our jobs easier, more efficient, more fun!  We’ll share your ideas in this newsletter and through other means.  Send these by email to lfeldman@fs.fed.us.  
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Here’s what’s going on:

· Created commemorative poster  illustrating the exemplary work 

by employees during record breaking fire season.   Posters available through local Fire Coordination Center, Public Affairs Office, or New Century of Service team leader (see list). 

· Producing orientation video for new employees!  Video and orientation package should be available in March, 2001.  We’ll keep you posted!  

· Working with Collaborative Stewardship Core Team to share resources and create ‘learning labs’ for a future “network of knowledge.”  More information to come via the New Century of Service website! 
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From Linda

Here’s a word from the National Coordinator, Linda Feldman:

I started out a skeptic of this effort.  In some ways I still am.  And that, I find, is a great strength.  Many of you who are skeptics are my best friends in the agency.  I carry your voices around in my head.  What makes this different from other initiatives you ask?  How will New Century of Service be meaningful to the field?  My answer to you is that you are the answer.  

New Century of Service can only succeed because we want it to succeed.  We have the opportunity to shine our light brightly on our 100th anniversary.  We can show ourselves to be the best that we each can be in our own way.  Together we can go forward and do good things…..Linda

Know Your USFS History?

In each newsletter we’ll include a bit of USFS history.  What better way to start sharing information sharing than with the beginning!

The following is an excerpt from The USDA Forest Service – The First Century, FS-650 by Gerald W. Williams, PhD, Forest Service Historian, July 2000, on the beginnings of the Forest Service:

During the early 20th century, the administration of the Federal forest reserves were divided between the supervisors and the rangers of the GLO (General Land Office) and the surveyors and mappers of the Geological Survey (USGS), both in the Department of the Interior.  The forestry experts in the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Forestry were limited to technical forestry advice and assistance. (Gifford) Pinchot was the primary advocate (with the strong agreement of his friend President Roosevelt) of moving the responsibility of forest management away from the Department of the Interior.

On February 1, 1905, Pinchot was able to unify all Federal forest administration under the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Forestry.  The Forest Service was finally established on July 1, 1905, replacing the Bureau of Forestry name.  The creation of the Forest Service was followed by a change – the custom of GLO forest rangers gaining employment via political appointments ended, and selections were made through comprehensive field and written civil service examinations.  These new standards helped create a workforce that was well-qualified, satisfied, and inspired by Pinchot’s leadership.
Interested in ordering a copy of ‘The USDA Forest Service – The First Century’?  Contact Eula Emanuel at (202) 205-0819 or email eemanuel@fs.fed.us. 

Web Flash

Learn how to become a New Century of Service champion! What do champions get in return?  Find out at the New Century of Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury.  Please keep in mind that this website is still under construction!  

Team Leaders

Listed below you’ll find the New Century of Service contact for your unit.  If you have questions, ideas,  or suggestions, please feel free to call them or drop Linda Feldman a line at lfeldman@fs.fed.us. 


Newsletter Update

The ‘Century News’ is a quarterly publication produced by Recreation Solutions.  The format is designed to be fun, while providing the latest information about the New Century of Service.  Please let us know if we need to make changes to the newsletter to better serve you.  Email Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.   Thanks!
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