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Cheng Accepts Appointment in Ethiopia
When you find an opportunity, seize it—and that’s exactly

what Sheauchi Cheng, a research geneticist with the Forest
Genetics Research Unit, Albany, has done. Sheauchi’s
opportunity has taken her all the way to Ethiopia, where she’s
started a temporary appointment with the Japanese International
Cooperation Agency, helping to study and develop a natural
resource management plan for Ethiopia’s southwestern region.
In the meantime, she said, “I’ll be joining a team with members
from several  Japanese consulting firms under the lead of the
Japan Forest Civil Engineering Consultants Foundation. They
also have local forestry and social and health agencies involved.
They’re making a management plan for the region from scratch.

“I’ve never been to Africa before, so this will be a wonderful
experience,” Sheauchi continued. “They picked me because I
speak Japanese. I got my master’s degree from Tokyo University.
And it looks like an interesting project, making and teaching the
Ethiopians how to make topographical maps and surveys of the
land, vegetation, and soil.”

Sheauchi’s term with PSW will end May 15—while she is in
Africa—and she will return to the U.S. in July.

Daughters & Sons See How PSW Works
More than 20 youths between the ages of 8 and 15 visited

PSW Albany headquarters and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Western Regional Research Center on April 24 as
part of “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day.” Station
Civil Rights Manager Gladys Evans coordinated the day’s events
with the USDA facility. Children who participated in the program
were treated to demonstrations of making lightweight concrete
with wheat starch, the effects of X-rays on fruits, and overviews
of both USDA and FS research conducted by Toni Betschart
from USDA and PSW Assistant Station Director Enoch Bell.
After Enoch’s presentation, Gladys wrapped up the day’s
activities by leading students on a tour of the Insect Chemical
Ecology and Forest Genetics Research Units’ laboratory space.

May Is Asian Pacific American Month
Each May, the Station honors Asian Pacific Americans for

their contributions to our country.  This year’s theme is “Asian
Pacific Americans United: One Mission, One Vision, One
Voice.” Employees are encouraged to commemorate the
accomplishments of Asian Pacific Americans by participating in
specially scheduled events.

www.psw.fs.fed.us
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PSW Personnel Group Assumes R-5 Duties
Pending a long-term decision by the Regional Forester and

Station Director, the PSW Personnel Management Group has
assumed responsibility for processing personnel work for Region
5. Official personnel folders, time and attendance records, and
other related documents and information have already been
moved to Albany. PSW’s Personnel Management Group will be
the contact for Regional Office employees on payroll problems,
PAYCHECK, and general personnel processing assistance. And
in the short-term, one Personnel Clerk from R-5 has been detailed
to PSW, effective April 28.

FS Offers Customer Service Training on CD
In response to FS employees’ input and to the Secretary of

Agriculture’s desire to make customer service one of the top four
priorities for the agency, a new compact disc-interactive (CD-I)
training package is on its way to all FS units.  The interactive
learning package will bring to all employees a consistent message
about the FS’ customer service standards, pledge, and practices,
and is the first core competency training to be delivered by CD-I
technology. A representative in each unit will coordinate training.
All employees are expected to receive this training by July 1.

Meetings/Conferences/Seminars
* Bill Laudenslayer, Sierra Nevada Montane Ecosystems

Research Unit, Fresno, served as a wildlife judge for the 5th
annual California Environthon, held in Oakhurst, Calif., April
17. The Environthon is a competition among teams of high
school students. Teams compete in a written test on
environmental subjects (including pest management, aquatics/
water, soils, wildlife, and forestry), and an oral presentation on
an environmental subject. The winning teams will advance to the
national competition in Johnstown, Penn.

Scientists from the Prescribed Fire/Fire Effects Research Unit,
Riverside, who attended the Second Interface Between Ecology
and Land Development in California at Occidental College, Los
Angeles, April 18-19, included:

* Jan Beyers and Carla Wakeman presented a paper, “Season
of burn effects in southern California chaparral.”

* Arlee Montalvo chaired a symposium, “Restoration ecology:
theoretical and practical aspects.” She also presented a paper,
“Fitness consequences of non-local transplantation: preliminary
tests of the home-team advantage and outbreeding



depression hypotheses.”
* Marcia Narog, Jan Beyers, Tim Paysen, and Bonni Corcoran

presented a poster, “Recovery of soft chaparral (coastal sage
scrub) after disturbance.”

* Jon Regelbrugge presented a paper, “Role of prescribed
burning in the management of chaparral ecosystems in southern
California.”

Personnelly Speaking
Promotion/Transfer

* Yvette Erdman, Personnel Management Group, Albany: to
Region 5 Personnel Management Staff, San Francisco, May 11.

Extra Effort Awards
* Diane Delany, Forest Genetics Research Unit, Albany, “for

extra effort in serving as a FS representative to the Albany
Emergency Response Team.”

* Gladys Evans, Station Civil Rights Manager, “to recognize
the extra effort you have made, in addition to your normal
duties, in conducting the Continuous Improvement Process (CIP)
for the Pacific Southwest Research Station.”

* Sara Garetz, Group Leader—Library Services, “for
outstanding effort in developing and finalizing an intra-agency
agreement between R-5, OGC, and PSW to consolidate and
relocate library materials.”

* Paul Hodgskiss, Forest Genetics Research Unit, Albany,
“for serving as the Station’s Chemical Hygiene Coordinator for
the past four years.”

* Kim Marshall, Forest Genetics Research Unit, Albany, “for
extra effort in serving as a FS representative to the Albany
Emergency Response Team.”

* Bruce McGurk, Hydrologist, Albany, “for your outstanding
performance in providing for the long-term future of the Central
Sierra Snow Lab and related activities.”

* Bruce McGurk, Hydrologist, Albany, “for your outstanding
leadership, initiative, and commitment to high-quality science in
testing the hypothesis that prescribed burning reduces phosphorus
export from forest lands in the Lake Tahoe Basin.”

* Lori Nelson, Forest Genetics Research Unit, Albany, “for
serving as the Albany Safety Coordinator for the past four years.”

* Lisa Wolters, Research Information Services, Albany, “for
excellent efforts as principal editor of FYI, the Station’s employee
newsletter.”
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Executive Calendar                           May 12-16
Space.......................M-F: Albany
Aune........................M: Redding; Tu-Th: San Francisco; F: Redding
Bell (Acting)...........M: Albany; Tu; Richmond; W: Placerville; Th: San Luis
                           Obispo; F: Albany
DeMuth (Backup)...M-F: Albany
Ewel........................M-F: Honolulu

Mason.....................M: Albany; Tu: Fresno; W: Albany; Th-F: Sacramento

                                                             May 19-23
Space.......................M-Th: Boise, ID; F: Albany
Aune........................M-F: Warren, PA
Bell (Acting)...........M-F: Albany
DeMuth (Backup)...M-F: Albany
Ewel........................M-F: Honolulu
Mason.....................M-F: AL
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