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Safety Week Stresses Health and Wellness
From July 17-31, PSW Albany will recognize Safety Week.

Chuck Richmond, Group Leader—Facilities and Administrative
Services and Station Safety/Health Officer, along with members
of the Albany Safety Committee, have expanded upon FS Chief
Mike Dombeck’s original mandate for FS-wide, 4-hour “stand-
down day” for safety.

Chuck explains, “I didn’t attend the meeting where that was
discussed last year, and so I didn’t learn about it until it was too late. The
‘official’ safety week was June 22-26, and I talked to Station Director
Hal Salwasser about doing something different and more expanded,
rather than trying to cram everything in a hurry.” The result, Chuck
hopes, will be tailored to the needs of Albany employees. Most sessions
are also offered twice, usually in the morning and afternoon, to give
employees more opportunities to attend.

As FS Chief Dombeck said in a letter to employees, “We
must remain committed to the task of keeping safety and health
visible by becoming personally involved. Safety and health is
not just a program, but an attitude that affects behavior.”

Three guest speakers will lead sessions at Albany: Dr. Jay
Bunker, Kazuko Onodera, and the Chief of the Albany Fire
Department. Jay is a local chiropractor and will teach correct
posture to reduce back pain. He was recommended to the
Committee by Sylvia Mori, Statistics Group, Albany. Kazuko
will lead sessions on stress management. She is a yoga and
meditation instructor, who, in addition to her private work, has
worked with the Dean Ornish Cardiac Research Group for 6
years. She was brought to the attention of the Committee by Sara
Garetz, Group Leader—Library Services. And the final speaker,
the Albany Fire Chief, will address issues of fire preparedness in
the workplace. Fire extinguisher training will also be offered.

Another session will focus on driver safety, which for the
Albany site will include information on such topics as defensive
urban driving, PSW’s driver safety policy, how to report an
accident, and what your government vehicle should come
equipped with before you get behind the wheel. The office safety/
ergonomics sessions will focus on making the workplace safer
and more comfortable. Diane Delany, of the Safety Committee,
will lead the sessions on earthquake preparedness, and show a
video on the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake.

The members of the Albany Safety Committee include: Chuck;
Lori Nelson, chair; Diane Delany and Kim Marshall, emergency
response team; Paul Hodgskiss, chemical hygiene coordinator; Sara
Garetz; and Jennifer Wright of the J.A. Jones Co., who is the Site
Environmental Safety and Health Coordinator for both USDA’s
Agricultural Research Services and PSW.

Mare Island to Open Doors to R-5 in January
Region 5 finally has a move-in date to occupy its new home at

Mare Island, in Vallejo, Calif.  Moving day will be Jan. 4, 1999,
following the completion of construction of the future Regional
Office on Dec. 19.  As of July 1, Mare Island Project Engineer
Mike Florey reports that the first three floors had been gutted,
with the demolition of the fourth floor to follow. Twenty-three
new south-wing windows have been cut, and a massive effort is
underway to remove the 7,000 pounds of concrete that were
removed to make room for the windows. Work is also in progress
on the heating, ventilating, air conditioning, and fire sprinkler
systems, as well as on plumbing, new-wall framing, and a retrofit
of the building’s floors—which must be raised to accommodate
specialized flooring for computer systems.

Two Projects Earn Funds for NRCEP Work
Two PSW researchers have been awarded funds for the

Natural Resources Conservation Education Program. Kathleen
Friday, Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, Honolulu, and Greg
McPherson, Urban Forestry Research Unit, Davis, will each
receive monies for their students’ projects.

Kathleen’s project, “Project tree learning,” will receive
$2,360, and Greg’s project, “South Oak Park neighbor woods
project: a volunteer-based urban forestry inventory and
monitoring program,” will receive $4,633. Under the NRCEP
program, awardees are encouraged to focus on those activities
that will have the greatest effect on students and their
understanding of natural resources.

Library Assistant Gets Microsoft Scholarship
Jennifer Lee, a library assistant at Albany, has been awarded

a scholarship and 9-month postgraduate apprenticeship with
Microsoft Information Services in Redmond, Wash., upon
completion of her master’s degree in information management
and systems from the University of California at Berkeley next
spring. At Microsoft, Jennifer will work as a Research Apprentice
with the corporation’s Information Services group, and then as a
full-time Research Associate.

Jennifer started working at PSW in August 1997, after she
moved to the Bay Area from New York to pursue a master’s
degree at UC Berkeley’s School of Information Management
and Systems. At PSW, Jennifer has been assisting the Library
staff with integrating information from the Regional Office and
Pleasant Hill engineering site for the anticipated move to Mare
Island in Vallejo, Calif., as well as building a computer database
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Foreign Travel
Jan Beyers, fire/vegetation specialist with the Prescribed Fire/

Fire Effects Research Unit, Riverside, participated in a Forest
Service team in Linares, Mexico, on June 14-19, that provided
training for natural resource managers and professors on how to
assess and provide emergency treatment to areas burned by
wildfire. The FS has several decades of experience in assessing
and treating areas severely burned by wildfire. The agency’s
Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) Techniques
Program helps determine what areas need treatment, and what
treatments will prove most effective. This is only the second
time that the FS has been asked to provide BAER training outside
the United States. The special course was offered in response to
extensive damage caused by recent wildfires in Mexico. It
included three days in the classroom and two days in the field. In
addition to Jan, course participants included 10 university natural
resource professors, 25 graduate students, and 10 state and local
professional resource managers from various parts of Mexico.

Meetings/Conferences/Seminars
* Jan Beyers, Prescribed Fire/Fire Effects Research Unit,

Riverside, spoke on “Recent findings and statistics for planning,”
at the 1998 Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER)
Techniques training course put on by Region 5, Mar. 30-Apr. 3
in Sparks, Nev.

* Andrzej Bytnerowicz, Air Pollution/Global Change
Research Unit, Riverside, chaired a session on “Nitrogen
deposition and fate in ecosystems,” at the Annual Air Pollution
Workshop, held Apr. 20-23 in Boone, N.C. Andrzej also gave a
talk, “Effects of ozone on southwestern forests—a risk
assessment approach,” at the Annual Air and Waste Management
Association Meeting, held June 16 in San Diego, Calif.

* Renee Denton, Sierra Nevada Montane Ecosystems Research
Unit, Fresno, presented a paper, “The ecology and management of
Trifolium bolanderi Gray in the Central Sierra Nevada,” at the XV
Trifolium Conference, held June 10-12 in Madison, Wis.

for the Library to produce statistics on library usage, among
other uses. “I think my work here at PSW was really critical to
my scholarship application because of the unique challenges that
face a government-funded library,” says Jennifer.

Microsoft awards its scholarship annually to a student who is
enrolled in an information science graduate program at either
UC Berkeley, San Jose (Calif.) State University, or the University
of Washington, and who is pursuing an information-related
career within the corporate sector.

Personnelly Speaking
Extra Effort Awards

* George Durst, Research Support Services, Riverside, “for
continuing extra effort and hard work, and for performing tasks
other than maintenance jobs such as removal of fallen trees, task
of communication conduit placement, and in the removal of
Modular C.”

* Ella Guest, Research Support Services, Riverside, “for good work
in helping Forest Fire Laboratory computer users to become acquainted
with and to learn the new IBM system, serving as a backup to the
computer specialist position, maintaining the printers, and in performing
the nightly backups on the Data General.”

* Warren Hanna, Research Support Services, Riverside, “for
continuing extra effort and hard work and for performing tasks
other than maintenance jobs such as landscape renovation
projects, LAN and communications pulling projects, and in the
removal of Modular C.”
Quality Step Increase

* Oscar Singleton, Research Support Services, Riverside, “for
consistently performing above and beyond the call of duty.”
Oscar was also given a Certificate of Merit award.

Job Vacancies                                         Closes
Ecologist, GS-0408-13/14, Hilo                                7-31-98
Budget & Accounting Analyst, GS-0501-7/9, Albany           8-3-98

(Scholarship, contd.)


