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New to PSW
She’s as familiar with the high country of the Sierra Nevada

of California at  11,400 ft elevation as she is with her  computer
terminal at  PSW  headquarters.  And late this spring, she received
an M.S. degree  in biology  at California Polytechnic University
at San Luis Obispo. The  subject of her thesis, which she
successfully defended in a public seminar and before her graduate
committee: the little-known mountain yellow-legged frog (Rana
muscosa), whose populations in the Sierra Nevada are dwindling.

Asked why she chose the frog for study, Karen L. Pope, one
of the newest permanent employees at PSW, says simply, “I love
amphibians and the high Sierra ”. As to the value of her study of
the frog, Karen explains: “The information gained on the
movement patterns, habitat associations, and survival of the frog
can help in developing critical habitat evaluation methods, and
can be used to assess the suitability of potential sites for
reestablishing this species in FS wilderness  areas.”

For the past 3 summers, she has supervised  a PSW crew that
has journeyed  to Bishop, on the Sierra Nevada’s  eastside,  then
hiked the 7 miles to Dusy Basin at 11,400 ft. elevation, in Kings
Canyon National Park. There, she and Team Leader Kathleen
Matthews  are studying  a large,  healthy population of mountain
yellow-legged frogs. According to Karen, their findings will
help in the development of a conservation strategy for the frog.

Karen was born in Washington, D.C., but reared in southern
California.  Her interest in the environment and conservation
was nurtured  early on, and when she attended  Claremont
McKenna College, at  Claremont, Calif. She earned  her B.S.
degree  in 1990, in environmental science, with a focus on
wildlife ecology. For the next 7 years, before  returning to school
for her master’s degree  and joining the FS in 1997, she worked
for an environmental consulting firm in Santa Barbara,  writing
environmental impact reports  and biological assessments,
specializing on the effects on wildlife.

She applied for a summer job with the Station, and
subsequently was  selected for the FS-sponsored  cooperative-
student program.  That ultimately lead to her permanent
appointment with PSW, in May, as an aquatic ecologist. Karen
says she might consider returning to school to earn a doctoral
degree, but right now, her “plate is pretty full” with  her research
on the mountain yellow-legged frog.

Chinese Delegates Visit Riverside Laboratory
A 4-person delegation from the Chinese Academy of Forestry,

in Beijing, visited the Station’s Forest Fire Laboratory at
Riverside, August 6.  The delegation has been traveling in
California visiting National Forests to learn more about the FS
fire management  programs. Its members are also interested in
fuel management programs and in research  related to fire and
fuel management.

Members of delegation were Ju Hongbo, Director of the
Research Institute of Forest Resources Information Techniques,
Beijing; Yi Haorou, Deputy Director of the Institute; Shu Lifu,
Director of the Forest Fire Division; and Ji Ping, Associate
Professor of Remote Sensing Techniques  and Applications. The
visit was hosted by Armando Gonzalez-Caban,  Fire
Management Program,  at the Forest Fire Laboratory.

The delegates  expressed  interest in the possibility of
cooperative work with Francis Fujioka, Project Leader—Forest
Meteorology, on the use of fire weather  information in
developing a fire-danger  rating system for China. The visitors
were  also interested  in the possibility of a working relationship
to develop fire management systems that incorporate both
economic and meteorology information, and they showed wide
interest in the work being done by the Prescribed Fire/Fire Effects
Research Unit.

 Meetings/Conferences/Seminars
* International Symposium on Society and Resource

Management, July 7-1-99, Brisbane, Australia: Debbie Chavez,
Recreation/Urban  Cultures Research Unit, Riverside, presented
papers  on “Serving People of Color in America’s Great
Outdoors”,  on “Comparing Two National Surveys: Mountain
Bicyclists and Off-Highway Vehicle Users” (co-author: Michael
Schuett); and on “Profiling Off-Highway Vehicle Enthusiasts: A
National Study” (senior author: Michael Schuett). Debbie also
chaired a session on “Tourism Policy in Protected Areas.”
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Job Vacancies                          Closes
Biological Science Laboratory 9-13-99

Technician, GS-0404-11, Albany
Deputy Chief—Programs and 9-27-99

Legislation, FS Washington Office

Personnelly Speaking
Extra-Effort Award

* Renee Denton, Sierra Nevada Montane Ecosystems
Research Unit, Fresno: “for developing the environmental
analysis for the San Joaquin Experimental Range.”

* Kathy Ewel, Forested Wetlands Research Team, Honolulu:
“for chairing the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry Scientists
Research Committee.”

* Caroline Hunsaker, Sierra Nevada Montane Ecosystems
Research Unit, Fresno:  “for excellent services as member of the
SPAM (Sierra Province Monitoring) Team.
Spot Cash Award

* Gary Eberlein, Sierra Nevada Montane Ecosystems
Research Unit, Fresno: “for assisting and instructing unit
scientists in the application of new technology to develop
presentations  at meetings.”


