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FS Research Branch Adopts Code of Ethics
The FS Research and Development Branch has adopted a

Code of Scientific Ethics.  The Code applies to scientists as well
as to all employees engaged in aspects of the research and
development process.

A 12-member committee of FS scientists, chaired by Marcia
Patton-Mallory, Rocky Mountain Station, developed the Code
after receiving feedback from colleagues and extensive research
on science ethics. Marion Page, research entomologist, Albany,
was member of the committee. The Code is based on the Code of
Scientific Ethics of the USDA Agricultural Research Service, but
modified for application to the FS.

The 11-point Code describes ethical conduct in scientific
research and development activities, and applies specifically to
the conduct of scientific investigation and reporting. It does not
replace any law or regulation pertaining to employee ethics and
conduct issues that are not unique to the conduct of scientific
research and development.

The 11 points cover topics such as personal conduct, abuse of
resources, hindering the research of others, constructive criticism,
recognizing the contributions of others, authorship for research
products, not publishing the ideas of others without approval,
duplicative publication, and preserving resources.

“We have a world class research and development
organization and this Code is one way for us to continue to
ensure that high level of credibility and professionalism,” said
Robert Lewis, Jr., FS Deputy Chief—Research and Development,
in announcing the adoption of the Code.

McPherson Receives ISA Research Award
Greg McPherson, on August 2, received the International

Society of Arboriculture’s L. C. Chadwick Award for
Arboricultural Research. Greg, who is Project Leader—Urban
Forest Research, at Davis, was honored at the opening ceremony
of the ISA’s Annual Conference, in Baltimore. His research
activities have, according to the award citation, “fundamentally
altered our perception of the role of trees in cities. His benefit-
cost analysis model demonstrated the environmental value of
trees and provided arborists with a needed tool for quantifying
the benefits and costs associated with trees.”

Poth Named Acting Assistant Director at PSW
Mark A. Poth has been appointed Acting Assistant Station

Director—Research/Northern California, effective Sept.18. The
designation will be in effect though Nov. 4, and he will continue
to be based at the Station’s Forest Fire Laboratory, at Riverside.

Project Leader—Atmospheric Deposition Research, at
Riverside, Mark recently completed a 3-month detail as Acting
Team Leader—Science Integration, Sierra Nevada Framework
for Collaboration and Conservation, in Sacramento.

 Mark earned a B.A. degree in microbiology (1977) and an
M.A. degree in botany (1980) at California State University at
Fullerton, and a Ph.D. degree in soil science (1984) at the
University of California at Riverside. He started his FS career in
1978 as a microbiologist, at Glendora, Calif., and has been at
Riverside since 1980, and became a Project Leader in 1993.

Vlach Serving as Acting Civil Rights Manager
Sheila Vlach, personnel management specialist, Personnel

Group, Albany, has accepted an appointment as Acting Civil
Rights Program Manager, effective August 27. She fills in behind
Gladys Evans, who is on extended leave.

One of Sheila’s most immediate tasks is to help the Station
mark National Hispanic Heritage Month, from Sept. 15 to Oct.
15. The theme for this year’s observance is “Children: Our Hope
for the Future.”

In stressing the importance of education, Sheila urges that
although Station funding is limited, employees “can mentor
students, pass along scholarship information, develop volunteer
opportunities, and continue to consider special employment
programs to fill vacant positions.”

Nelson Wins Conservation Education Grant
Chris Nelson’s proposal to redesign and update the exhibits

and displays at the Station’s widely known Eddy Arboretum has
won her a FS Conservation Education Grant. Chris is a support
services specialist at the Station’s Institute of Forest Genetics, at
Placerville, Calif., where the Arboretum is located.

She is currently seeking matching funds for the grant from
private groups and professional organizations. She has gained
the interest of the family of Seattle lumberman James G. Eddy,
who founded the Eddy Tree Breeding Station and Arboretum on
Dec. 1, 1925. The Station was redesignated as the Institute of
Forest Genetics on Apr. 26, 1932, and on Aug. 23, 1935, the
Eddy family deeded the Institute to the Pacific Southwest Station.

When the Institute reaches the age of 75 on December 1, it
will precede a similar milestone for PSW by 7 months. Chris

Weise Named Director’s Representative
  David Weise, Project Leader—Prescribed Fire/Fire Effects

Research, Riverside, has been named the Station Director’s
Representative at the Forest Fire Laboratory, at Riverside, for
fiscal year 2001. In that role he will chair the Laboratory’s
Management Team and be the first contact for external affairs.
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Less Tax in FEHB Premium Withholding
Employees who have Federal Employee Health Benefits

premiums withheld from their pay will see an increase in their
paycheck, starting with pay period 21. Under a premium
conversion program adopted by the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management, part of an employee’s salary that goes for health
benefits premiums becomes non-taxable. As a result, the
employee saves on Federal, State, Social Security, Medicare,
and local taxes. The amount of savings in taxes depends on the
amount of the premiums withheld. No payment of taxes is due
later and the National Finance Center will make the switch
automatically in employees’ paychecks. For further information,
see Jennifer Jones, Personnel Management Group, Albany (510-
559-6456) or Rochelle Selvin (510-559-6362).

Meetings/Conferences/Seminars
* Carolyn Hunsaker, Sierra Nevada Montane Ecosystems

Research Unit, Fresno, presented two posters at the 60th
Anniversary Symposium & Exposition of the Western Regional
Research Center, USDA Agricultural Research Service, Sept. 8,
in Albany: “Replicated Watershed Research for Forest
Management in the Sierra Nevada,” and “Monitoring Forest
Structures Using Laser Altimetry and Radar.”

* Susan Cordell and Robert Cabin, Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry, Hilo, Hawaii, also presented a poster at the same
Symposium & Exposition on “ Dry Forest Research Restoration,
and Outreach in Ka’upulchu.”

* Cindy Zabel, Timber-Wildlife Interactions Research Unit,
Arcata, organized and hosted a 1-day Symposium on “Mammal
Community Dynamics in Coniferous Forests: Management and
Conservation in the New Millennium” at the Annual Meeting of
The Wildlife Society, Sept. 12-17, in Nashville, Tenn., and will
be editing a compilation of the papers presented.

hopes that updating and renovating the Arboretum displays will
be completed in time for the 75th anniversary celebration planned
for June 2001.

UH Coop Extension Reprints PSW Publications
   Proving that old publications are still useful if the

information is still current, the University of Hawaii Cooperative
Extension, in Honolulu, requested permission from PSW to
reprint two of its older publications, both now out of print. And
by granting permission to the University to reproduce these
publications in their original format, PSW found a way of
stretching its resources and responding to public demand.

  The two publications, just reissued, are “Some Woods of
Hawaii: Properties and Uses of 16 Commercial Species,” by
Roger G. Skolmen (General Technical Report PSW-8, originally
published in l974), and “Short-Rotation Management of
Eucalyptus: Guidelines for Plantations in Hawaii,” by Craig D.
Whitesell and others (General Technical Report PSW-137,
published in 1992).

  The “Woods” publication describes and illustrates in color
the wood characteristics and uses of 16 commercial species in
Hawaii. And the “Eucalyptus” report helps investors decide
whether to invest in plantations, to helps growers develop or
choose among management alternatives.

Copies of the reprints are available from the USDA
Cooperatvie Extension Service, University of Hawaii at Manoa,,
3050 Maile Way, Honolulu, HA 96822.


