NOTICE for PUBLIC COMMENT

Camp Needmore Organization Camp

Special Use Permit Issuance

USDA-Forest Service

Custer National Forest - Sioux Ranger District

Camp Crook, South Dakota

The intent of this notice is to inform the public that the Forest Service, Custer National Forest, Sioux Ranger District has completed an environmental assessment (EA) to issue a special use permit to Carter County for the operation and maintenance of the Camp Needmore Organizational Camp for a period of ten years. The organization camp is located on National Forest System land in Carter County, Montana.

The EA evaluates the effects of issuance of a special use permit for an organization camp that has been in operation since 1946.  The camp has been operated under a special use permit in the past; the EA evaluates the issuance of a new permit for the same use.

The Responsible Official for this project is Custer National Forest Supervisor, Nancy Curriden.  Based on the analysis presented in the EA, the Forest Supervisor intends to select Alternative 2 for implementation. This alternative issues a new Special Use Permit for a period of 10 years to the Carter County Commissioners for the operation of the camp.  There would be no ground disturbing activities associated with this decision.  There would be no road construction associated with this decision.  Two USDA Easements of Grant would be issued to Carter County for sections of National Forest Service Road (NFSR) 3104 and all of NFSR 3104A.  These roads access the organization camp.  These easements would render the granted portions county roads for maintenance purposes.

The Forest Supervisors rationale for the selection of Alternative 2 is that the camp provides a broad spectrum recreation experience opportunities for the benefit and enjoyment of the public, with consideration for other forest uses and resources and the camp has been operated successfully for the last 57 years.  The camp is consistently used every year and had over 900 visitors in 2003.   The use has been consistent for the last 10 years.  The camp provides a use that the Forest would otherwise not provide.  The operation of the camp has a positive benefit to the economic base of Carter County.  The Forest Service is able to mitigate heritage concerns raised during the analysis.  No other concerns were raised meaning there would be no effects to any environmental resources caused by the issuance of the permit or the associated road maintenance. 

The Environmental Assessment analyzes in detail the Proposed Action Alternative (Alternative 2) and the No Action Alternative (Alternative 1).  The No Action alternative would continue the existing management, which means no special use permit would be issued.  Alternative 2, the Propose Action is to issue a ten year organization camp special use permit to the Carter County Commissioners.
Comments on this EA are solicited from you and other reviewers.  As the Responsible Official, Forest Supervisor Nancy Curriden will consider all public comments before making a decision.  In submitting comments, please provide specific facts along with supporting reasons that you believe should be considered by the Responsible Official in reaching a decision.  Comments may be submitted in writing, orally, or through electronic means.  In order to retain your administrative appeal rights, you must provide substantive written, oral, or electronic comments during this 30-day comment period.  This legal notice will be published in the newspaper of record and the comment period will start on the day following publication of the legal notice and ends 30 days following the date of publication. Your comments must be postmarked no later than the end of the 30-day comment period.  Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record on and will be available for public inspection.

A complete EA with color maps showing the alternatives and activities proposed is available for viewing and downloading on the Custer National Forest website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/custer/.  To request a paper copy of the EA contact Laurie Walters-Clark at 605-797-4432. Send written comments to:

Nancy Curriden, Custer Forest Supervisor

Attention:  George Foley, Sioux District Ranger

Camp Needmore Permit Issuance

Sioux Ranger District

P.O. Box 37

Camp Crook, SD  57724

Office Hours:  8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F

Closed Saturdays, Sundays and Federal Holidays

Written comments must be postmarked by the Postal Service, e-mailed, faxed, or otherwise submitted by 11:59 p.m. on the 30th calendar day following publication of the legal notice. Hand delivered comments must be time and date imprinted at the correct Responsible Official’s office by the close of business on the 30th calendar day following publication of the legal notice.

Oral comments must be provided at the Responsible Official’s office during normal business hours via telephone or in person, or if during non-business hours, must be at an official agency function (such as a public meeting), which is designed to elicit public comment.

Electronic comments may be submitted to comments-northern-custer-sioux@fs.fed.us. The subject line must contain the name of the project for which you are submitting comments. For electronically mailed comments, the sender should normally receive an automated electronic acknowledgement form the agency as confirmation of receipt.  If the sender does not receive an automated acknowledgement of the receipt of comments, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means.




























