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Forest Service, Ranchers, and Conservation Group

  Agree to Relocate Grazing Operations to Reduce Brucellosis Threat 

On April 18, 2003, the U.S. Forest Service, the Munns Brothers, and the National Wildlife Federation (NWF), entered into an agreement to relocate the Munns Brothers’ grazing activities from the Horse Butte allotment on the Gallatin National Forest in Montana to the East Beaver allotment on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest in Idaho.  This relocation accomplishes two key objectives:  1) it allows the Munns Brothers to continue grazing on National Forest System land; and 2) it reduces the potential of brucellosis being spread from bison to cattle on the Horse Butte allotment.  

Horse Butte, a hillside on a peninsula jutting into Hebgen Lake, attracts bison migrating out of Yellowstone National Park in the winter and spring.  Over 40 percent of the Yellowstone bison herd tests positive for brucellosis, a serious disease for livestock and wildlife that causes abortions as well as delays in calf production.  Horse Butte also provides winter range and important year-around habitat for a number of wildlife species, such as bald eagles, elk and grizzly bears.

-MORE-

Page 2 - Relocation of Grazing Operations continued

Since 1961, the Munns Brothers had grazed cattle and horses on the Horse Butte allotment during summer months.    In 2002, however, grazing was prohibited due to a court decision.  In recent months, the Forest Service, the Munns Brothers, and the National Wildlife Federation worked together to find a solution that would allow the permittee to continue grazing on National Forest System lands while at the same time reducing the potential for contact between bison and cattle on these grazing lands.

 “We appreciate the willingness of the Munns Brothers to work with us to identify a new location for their grazing operations and the involvement of the National Wildlife Federation and my colleagues on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest to make the agreement happen,” stated Becki Heath, Forest Supervisor for the Gallatin National Forest.

This agreement allows the Munns Brothers to continue grazing on National Forest System lands.  “After grazing the Horse Butte allotment for 40 years, we regret the loss of this grazing opportunity.  It’s been comfortable and easy to work an area adjacent to our own private property,” remarked Delas Munns.  “We have enjoyed a good working relationship with the Gallatin National Forest, and we appreciate the efforts of the National Wildlife Federation and the Caribou-Targhee National Forest in helping us,” Munns added.

 The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) worked closely with permittees, including providing economic assistance to make this new arrangement possible and hopes the move will further reduce contacts between livestock and bison.  According to Hank Fischer, NWF’s Special Projects Coordinator in Missoula, MT, “This effort is a critical step toward reducing contacts between cattle and bison.  It’s a common sense solution that respects the needs of livestock producers while conserving wildlife.”

“This is a rare opportunity to solve a problem in a positive way,” stated Jerry Reese, Forest Supervisor for the Caribou-Targhee National Forest.  “It’s not often that these decisions benefit all, but in this case, it has worked out for everyone involved.” 
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