	[image: image1.png]



	News

Release
	Gallatin National Forest

10 East Babcock Ave.

PO Box 130, Federal Building

Bozeman, MT  59771

406-587-6701

www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin


For Immediate Release               Contact:  Larry McKee, 406-838-2068 (Cooke City) 

Date:   December 21, 2003

           Ron Gardner, 406-848-7375 (Gardiner)







  

Notices of Violation Issued to Snowmobilers in Wilderness


A Gallatin National Forest Protection Officer recently issued three Notices of Violation to snowmobilers who entered the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness area outside of Cooke City, MT.   

Use of motorized or mechanized equipment in any Congressionally-designated Wilderness, such as the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness, is prohibited by law.


According to Gardiner District Ranger Ken Britton, “While the overall number of Wilderness incursions has decreased over the past several years, we are concerned about incursions occurring this early in the winter season.”


Two years ago, the Gardiner Ranger District added a winter law enforcement position to its staff to deal with the rising number of Wilderness incursions by snowmobile users outside Cooke City.   Increased patrols and user education have helped solve some of the problem, but Forest Service officials still recorded about 60 incursions last year.


While the Wilderness boundary is well marked, according to Forest Protection Officer Larry McKee, the best thing to do is to carry a map and know your location at all times.

Notices of Violation issued for Wilderness incursions typically carry a fine of $500 per ticket. 
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