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Hunters – Know Before You Go
Bozeman, MT… Deer and elk general rifle season is opening October 24, 2004 and the Gallatin National Forest would like everyone to have a positive experience.  Below are a few precautions and measures that will help ensure your safety and a positive hunting experience.
Public safety is a concern for everyone while hunting and here are some ways to keep yourself and others safe.  Remember to plan ahead as the mountain environment is dynamic and ever changing.  As the saying goes “if you don’t like the weather in the mountains, wait five minutes.”  When hunting on your national forest always wear hunter orange.  In addition, remember to carry bear spray, a map, a compass or global positioning system (GPS), extra water and food, matches or a lighter, a knife, and warm outdoor wear.  

“Remember to tell someone where you’re going and when you will be back,” said Ron Archuleta, Livingston District Ranger.  “Taking a few precautions beforehand can mean a world of difference if something unexpected should happen.”

Bears are also a part of our environment so be aware of your surroundings.  When traveling in bear country, look for claw marks on trees, paw prints, and scat.  
To ensure everyone has a positive hunting experience, please respect the Forest’s travel restrictions.  Get a Gallatin Forest Visitor Map prior to departing to determine which roads and trails are open or closed to motorized use.  If you’re a stock user please manage your stock wisely.  Keep animals away from water, use a high-line, picket or hobbles to help control them, and do not tie stock to trees for extended periods when near water.  It is important to use weed seed free feed.  The feed must be certified and labeled so it is identifiable as weed and seed free.  To find a producer near you please visit www.agr.state.mt.us/programs/first.htm.

“The Forest will be doing hunting patrols this year,” said Becki Heath, Gallatin Forest Supervisor.  “We will be out talking with people and answering questions.”  

For more information please contact the Livingston Ranger District, 406-222-1892.
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