ABSTRACT

The Forest Service has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to document the environmental effects of the proposed Brackett Creek Land Exchange, Donation and Relocation of Roads, located on the Bozeman Ranger District of the Gallatin National Forest.   

The involved lands and roads are located in the Brackett Creek and Cache Creek area of the Bridger Mountains, approximately 13 air miles northeast of Bozeman, Montana.  All lands are in Gallatin County.   In this proposal, the United States would exchange approximately 602.9 acres of National Forest System (NFS) lands, and the U.S. would acquire a total of approximately 713.6 acres of non-federal lands.  Sacagawae Meadows Ranch, L.P. (“SMR”), is offering the non-federal lands to the U.S. by exchange and by donation.  Within this proposal, SMR would also relocate two existing National Forest roads currently routed through private lands onto consolidated NFS land.
The proposed action stems from management direction in the Gallatin Forest Plan.  The purpose and need is to consolidate the intermingled land ownership in the area to improve long-term management effectiveness, to protect and maintain public access to NFS lands, to reduce conflicts with public use of intermingled private lands, and to protect wetlands and riparian areas. 

The EA evaluates three significant issues – management effectiveness, reasonable access to consolidated NFS lands, and wetlands, floodplains and fisheries/amphibian habitat.  The EA describes the proposed action and provides a comparison of the potential effects for two alternatives, Alternative 1 - No Action and Alternative 2 - Proposed Action. 

A legal notice will be published in the newspaper(s) of record.  The comment period will start on the day following publication of the legal notice and will end 30 days following the date of publication.   Written comments should be sent to Bozeman Ranger District, 3710 Fallon Street, Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59718.  Copies of this EA are available at the Gallatin National Forest Supervisor’s Office at 10 East Babcock Avenue, Bozeman, MT, at the Bozeman District Office, and on the Gallatin Forest’s web site (http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/Gallatin).
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