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FEE SITE BURGLAR PLEADS GUILTY

Ernest E. Hartwell, Rawlins, Wyoming, has pleaded guilty to multi-state burglary from fee collection boxes at state and federal campgrounds, fishing access sites, observation sites, boat launch facilities, day-use-areas and recreation entrance stations.  


Forest Service law enforcement officers arrested Hartwell in July south of Ennis, Montana, after observing him break into a state fishing access site fee collection box.  When interviewed by Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management agents, Hartwell admitted to breaking into more than sixty fee collection boxes in Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho and Nebraska from April 2004 until his apprehension.


After forest users and fishermen provided key information regarding Hartwell’s appearance and vehicle description, a six state alert was issued.  Madison County Sheriff Dave Schenk observed the suspect and reported his location to the Forest Service agents, who took him into custody following surveillance of his activities.


Hartwell was indicted with federal felony charges of theft of government monies and destruction of property and faces possible penalties of 10 years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and thousands of dollars in restitution.
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