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LAND EXCHANGE PROPOSED NEAR TAYLOR HILLS

White Sulphur Springs District Ranger, Tim Benedict, is asking for public comments regarding a proposed land exchange approximately 29 miles north of White Sulphur Springs in the Taylor Hills and Tenderfoot Creek area of the Little Belt Mountains in Meagher County.    

The proposed land exchange between a private landowner and the Lewis and Clark National Forest will give the Forest Service an opportunity to join the 152-acre Taylor Hills homestead to the surrounding National Forest System (NFS) lands.  In trade, the private landowner will receive 157 NFS acres adjoining the landowner’s other private lands and previously leased grounds. 

Benefits to the public from the proposed exchange include elimination of private road construction on NFS lands and cancellation of a planned timber harvest on the Taylor Hills homestead parcel.  Both land areas provide essential watershed functions for Tenderfoot Creek and habitat for the threatened and endangered Canada lynx.  The forest will be more efficiently managed with a consolidation of these lands, and a 3.2-mile Forest Service boundary reduction will cut landline survey and maintenance costs. 

Comments on this proposed land exchange should be sent to: District Ranger, White Sulphur Springs RD, PO Box A, White Sulphur Springs, Montana 59645 by June 4, 2004.  For more information or to make a comment call Team Leader Dave Wanderaas, (406) 632-4391; Forest Lands Program Manager Allan Tschida, (406) 791-7711; or District Ranger Tim Benedict, (406) 547-3361. 
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