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Kings Hill Scenic Byway Dedication and Ribbon-Cutting

Belt Creek and White Sulphur Springs Ranger Stations are the places to be Saturday, July10, 2004 at 1 p.m. for a simultaneous ribbon-cutting and dedication of the Kings Hill National Scenic Byway. Monarch, Neihart, and White Sulphur Springs community members, local businesses, and Forest Service folks invite the public to join them in a day of fun and activities celebrating new interpretive signs, retrofitted and renovated campgrounds nearby, and an outstanding view of the historical and cultural landscape. 

Forest Supervisor “Spike” Thompson, Lewis and Clark National Forest (LCNF), Mayor Ray Phillips and Jamie Dogget will be at White Sulphur Springs Ranger Station and Deputy Forest Supervisor Allen Rowley at Belt Creek Ranger Station welcoming visitors to the celebration.  Some of the activities planned in conjunction with the dedication and ribbon-cutting include a 20-mile bike ride from Showdown Ski Area to Neihart, a Neihart BBQ and craft boutique, a reception at the new Mizpah Christian Retreat, a guided Memorial Falls Hike, a guided Auto Tour of the Byway’s main attractions, walking tours of the Belt Creek interpreting the CCC camp and the history of Monarch, and open houses at the ranger stations featuring Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl (detailed information follows).

· Great Falls Bike Club and Showdown Ski Area are escorting a moderate to strenuous 20-mile mountain bike ride from the Showdown Ski Area parking lot at 9 a.m. to Neihart. Not recommended for children. Bikers are required to wear helmets and should bring plenty of water, snacks, and foul weather gear.  There will be a shuttle back to Showdown parking lot available. For questions, contact Chris or Beth at skineihart@hotmail.com or Belt Creek Ranger Station at (406) 236-5511.

· Memorial Falls Guided Hike from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.  The hike is about one mile long round trip. Hikers can meet the guide at the Memorial Falls parking lot 2 miles south of Neihart on US Hwy 89. For more information call Helen at (406) 236 5511.

·  Kings Hill Scenic Byway Auto Tour starting at 10 a.m. from the Armington Junction Rest Area just east of Belt to White Sulphur Springs Ranger Station by way of the Kings Hill Scenic Byway. Visitors in their own vehicles are invited to join the tour and 
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experience roadside cultural, historical, and aesthetic interpretation of the Byway’s main 

attractions. Visitors are responsible for their own vehicles, enough fuel for the trip (roughly 76 miles one way), and proper safe driving precautions. For more information, call Ron Yates (406) 791-7750.

· Personal Interpretation along Scenic Byway at Memorial Falls, Sluice Boxes, and the Mizpah Overlook interpretive signs between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  Forest Service personnel will be available to answer questions about the area and give more information about the history and culture of the landscape. For more information, call Helen Gallagher (406) 236-5511.

· Barbeque and Craft Boutique at the Monarch and Neihart Senior Center 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  where Seniors will be selling burgers, hot dogs, chips, coffee, and soda for visitors to enjoy while viewing crafts and rummage items for sale.  For more information, call Sandra Finner at (406) 236-5979.

· Folks from the new Mizpah Christian Retreat near Mizpah Overlook at 2121 US Hwy 89 invite visitors to an Open House between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Refreshments will be served. For questions, please call Dub Findley at (406) 547-3833.

· Kings Hill Scenic Byway Dedication and Ribbon-Cutting happens simultaneously at Belt Creek Ranger Station between Monarch and Neihart along US Hwy 89 and White Sulphur Springs Ranger Station in White Sulphur Springs at 1 p.m.  

· Woodsy Owl and Smokey Bear will be joining visitors at Belt Creek Ranger Station between Monarch and Neihart along US Hwy 89 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., then at White Sulphur Springs Ranger Station in White Sulphur Springs from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call Helen from Belt Creek at (406) 236-5511 or Toni from White Sulphur Springs (406) 547-3361.

· Open Houses at both Belt Creek Ranger Station on Hwy 89 between Monarch and Neihart and White Sulphur Springs Ranger Station in White Sulphur Springs will be held from 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. for visitors who would like to get area maps, educational brochures, and information about historical and recreational attributes along the Scenic Byway. Refreshments will be served. For more information, call Helen from Belt Creek at (406) 236-5511 or Toni from White Sulphur Springs (406) 547-3361.

· Walking Tours by Sharon Maki and Belt Creek District Ranger Al Koss interpreting the Belt Creek CCC, and the History of Monarch start at 2 p.m. at the Belt Creek Ranger Station in between Monarch and Neihart along US Hwy 89.  For more information, call Helen at (406) 236-5511.

For more information about the US Hwy 89 Kings Hill National Scenic Byway or the Dedication events and activities, call Elsha Kirby at (406) 791-7730 or Helen Gallagher at (406) 236-5511.
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