MY NAM‘E 1S SHAWN MCDONALD, MY FAMILY AND THAVE LIVED IN
WILDERNESS PARK SUBDIVISION AT MILE 34,5 OF THE SEWARD HIGHWAY FOR
FIFTEEN YEARS. OVER THAT TIME WE HAVE USED SNOWMACHINES FOR
GATHERING FIREWOOD AND FOR RECREATION IN THE AREAS COVERED IN THE

FOLLOWING APPEAL AND WOULD HOPE THAT THOSE OPPORTUNITIES WOULD
REMAIN AVATLABLE TO US AND OUR CHILDREN IN THE FUTURE. ACCESS TO
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THESE AREAS IS THE REASON WE HAVE CHOSEN TO LIVE WERE WE DO. I WOULD
RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU REVIEW THE FOLLOWING APPEAL



SHAWN MCDONALD
P.0. BOX 74

MOOSE PASS, AK. 99631
(907) 288-3652

REGIONAL FORESTER

USDA FOREST SERVICE, ALASKA REGION
P.O. BOX 21628

JUNEAU, AK, 99801-1628

THIS LETTER IS A NOTICE OF APPEAL FILED PURSUANT TO 36 CFR PART 217,
PAGFE 46 IN THE RECORD OF DECISION.

THE DECISION I AM APPEALING IS THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE AS DESCRIBED
IN THE FEIS AND THE RESULTING REVISED FOREST PLAN, SPECIFICALLY AREAS

' AVAILABLE FOR MOTORIZED AND NON-MOTORIZED WINTER ACTIVITIES, WITH
MODIFICATIONS AS FURTHER DESCRIBED IN THE ROD, AS STATED ON PAGE 3 OF

THE ROD.

THE DOCUMENT IN WHICH THE DECISION IS CONTAINED IS THE REVISED LAND
AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN OF THE CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST
RECORD OF DECISION, R10 MB-480B. THE DATE OF THE DECISION WAS MAY 31,
2002 AND THE DECIDING OFFICER 1S REGIONAL FORESTER DENNIS E. BSCHOR.

THE SPECIFIC PORTIONS OF THE DGCUMENT TO WHICH 1 OBIECT ARE AS
FOLLOWS:

THE CLOSING OF THE CRESCENT LAKE/CARTFR 1.AKE AREA TO ALL. WINTER
MOTORIZED USE, '

THE CLOSING OF AREAS ALONG THE STERLING HIGHWAY AND SEWARD
HIGHWAY FROM COOPER LANDING TO SUMMIT LAKE AND MOOSE PASS TO ALL
WINTER MOTORIZED USE.

THE CLOSING OF TRAIL RIVER CAMPGROUND SﬁUTH OF MOOSE PASS TO ALL
WINTER MOTORIZED USE.

THE CLOSING OF THE AREA NORTH OF SUMMIT LAKE TO ALL WINTER
MOTORIZED USE.



THE REASONS I AM APPEALING ARE A SFOLLOWS:

1FEEL THAT 1 AS AN INDIVIDUAL, AND ALL THE RESIDENTS OF THE RIOOSE PASS
AREA, HAVE BEEN DENIED ACCESS TQ INFORMATION REGARDING THESE
DECISIONS. ONE MEETING WAS HELD TN MOOSE PASS EARLY ON IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND USE PLAN BUT NO F\T’LLUW Ut MEETINGS WERE
HELD IN MOOSE PASS THAT WOULD HAVE INFORMED THE RESIDENTS OF THIS
AREA OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE FINAL DRAFT OF THE PREFERRED
ALTERNATIVE, ACCORDING TO EIS 3-508 “THE QPINIONS OF POTENTIALLY
AFFECTED RESH)ENTS ARE AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION IN THE PLANNING
DECISION.” FOLLOW UP MEETINGS WERE HELD IN OTHER COMMUNITIES IN
MARCH OF 2001 BUT NOT IN MOOSE PASS. TO TRAVEL TO ONE OF THE OTHER
MEETING AREAS WOULD HAVE MEANT A ROUND TRIP OF AT LEAST 70 MILES
FOR ME ON WINTER ROADS THAT ARE MINIMALLY MAINTAINED. MY WIFE IS AN
EMT WITH THE MQOSE PASS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND HAS
TRAVELED TO ENOUGH ACCIDENTS OVER THE YEARS THAT I FEEL IT IS NOT AN
EXAGGERATION TOQ STATE THAT ANY WINTER TRAVEL ON THE ROADS OF THE
KENAIL PENINSULA ALWAYS HAS THE POTENTIAL TO END IN AN ACCIDENT THA'Y
COULD CAUSE SERIOUS INJURIES OR FATALITIES TO THOSE INVOLVED,
THEREFORE TQO FORCE PEOPLE TO TRAVEL QUTSIDE THE AFFECTED

- COMMUNITIES TO ATTEND A MEETING WAS UNREASONABLE,

THE AREAS CLOSED FOR SNOWMACHINE USE FOR THE ENTIRE WINTER IN'THE
FINAL DECISION ARE NOT SHOWN IN ANY OF THE ALTERNATIVES OR THE DRAFT
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE THAT THE PUBLIC REVIEWED IN THE COMMUNITIES
THAT DID HAVE FOLLOW UP MEETINGS. THE PUBLIC DIDN'T HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON THE AREAS CLOSED TO SNOWMACHINE USE
ALL WINTER BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT IN THE DRAFT PREFERRED
ALTERNATIVE OR IN ANY ALTERNATIVE,

THE ECONOMIC ANALYSIS DOESN’T REFLECT HOW THESE SNOWMACHINE
CLOSURES WILL IMPACT THE LOCAL ECONOMY DWRING THE WINTER MONTHS.
THERE ARE ONLY A FEW BUSINESSES THAT ARE ABLE TO STAY OPEN ALL YEAR
IN THE MOOSE PASS AREA AND DURING YEARS WHEN SNOW CONDITIONS MAKE
SNOWMACHINE USE DIFFICULT OR IMPOSSIBLE SOME OF THE LOCAL
BUSINESSES HAVE HAD 170 CLOSE DURING THE WINTER BECAUSE WITHOUT THE
REVENUE GENERATED BY SNOWMACHINERS THEY CAN’T STAY OPEN. THE
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE CLOSES THE MOST POPULAR AREAS THAT ARE USED
BY SNOWMACHINERS. WE HAVE LANDOWNERS IN OUR SUBDIVISION THAT LIVE
IN ANCHORAGE AND BUILT CABINS HERE SPECIFICALLY vUR 1HE PURPOSE OF
SNOWMACHINING IN THE CARTER LAKE/CRESCENT LAKE AREA AND IN YEARS
WHEN SNOW CONDITIONS PERMIT THEY SPEND AS MUCH TIME AS POSSIBLE IN
THE AREA WHICH GENERATES IMPORTANT INCOME FOR THE TWO
. RESTAURANTS AND ONE GROCERY STORE IN TOWN. IF THE LOSS OF THIS
WINTER INCOME CAUSES THE FAILURE OF ANY OF THE LOCAL BUSINESSES IT



WILL ALSO AFFECT THE GRADE SCHOOL IN MOOSE PASS IF PEOPLE ARE FORCED
TO LEAVE THE AREA FOR ECONOMIC REASONS. THE OWNER OF THE STORE IN
MOOSE PASS AND THE RESTAURANT OWNERS 1 HAVE SPOKEN WITH HAVE ALL
STATED THAT THEY WERE NEVER CONTACTED BY THE FOREST SERVICE
REQUESTING ANY KIND QF ECONOMIC INFORMATION IN REGARDS TO A
POSSIRLE CLOSURE OF THE AREAS T AM APPEATLING.

THE DECISION FOR SNOWMACHINE CL.OSURES FOR THE ENTIRE WINTER IS NOT
BASED ON SOUND USE DATA THAT SUPPORTS THE NEED AND DEMAND FOR
MORE AREAS TO BE CLOSED TO SNOWMACHINING. PURPOSE AND NEED IN
DRAFT EIS STATED THAT POPULAR WINTER MOTORIZED AREAS WILL BE KEPT
OPEN. THE FINAL DECISION REFLECTS A COMPLETE CHANGE IN THIS POLICY.
THERE ARE MANY OTHER AREAS THAT COULD HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED FOR
QUIET WINTER RECREATION THAT MOTORIZED USERS CAN’T USE BECAUSE OF
UNSIUITABLE TERRAIN BUT SKIERS AND SNOWBORDERS CANTJSE. THERE 1S NO
NEED TO CLOSE THESE AREAS IN ORDER FOR PEOPLE TO ENJOY QUIET WINTER

RECREATION IN THIS AREA.

FOR THE REASONS LISTED ABOVE I BELIEVE THE CURRENT DECISION IS
ARRITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS,

IWOULD LIKE TO SEE THE AREAS I HAVE APPEALED KEPT OPEN TO WINTER
MOTORIZED USE AND IF ADDITIONAL AREAS ARE DEEMED NECESSARY FOR
NON-MOTORIZED ONLY AREAS THEY SHOULD BE PLACED IN AREAS THAT WILL
NOT IMPACT MOTORIZED ACCESS. WE HAVE A HUGE AMOUNT OF AREA ON THE
KENAI PENINSULA THAT IS INACCESSIBLE TO SNOWMACHINES THAT COULD BE
UTILIZED BY THOSE WHO WOULD PREFER TO HAVE AN AREA EXCLUSIVELY FOR
QUIET RECREATION ACTIVITIES.

SHAWN MCDQ
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