Buffalo Creek
Recreation Area

Background
Con May 18, 1999, 2 12,000 acre forest fire
started west of Forest Road 543 and contin-
ued east driven by high winds until it reached
the South Platte River. Although Ponderosa
Fine can narmally survive ground fires, the
Buffalo Creek fire burn ed extremely hotand
crovned into the tops of the trees, Klling
most of them.

oo July 12th 1994, tarrentil rains created
heavy flooding which raused massive damage
along Buffalo Creek, Sand Drawe and Spring
Creek as well as the Phtte River. Asa result
Forest Road 543 was closed to motorized traf-
fic where it parallels Buffalo Creek. Buffalo
Picnic area and Baldy and T rarmway cam p-
grounds were destrayed and major erasion
resulted in severe damage to Shinglemill, Mor-
rion and part of Gashouse Gulch trails.

Closures

These major events have changed the way the
area & managed. Morrison, Shinglemilland
part of Gashouse Gulch traik have been
closed. Top-of-the-¥orld, Baldy and Tram-
vy Cam pgrounds and Buffalo Picnic area hawve
been completely removed. Forest Road 543 &
closed to public matorzed use from the forest
boundary near Highway | 26 to the intersec-
tion of Forest Road 550 near Buffalo Camp-
ground. Camping within |4 mile of either
side of Buffalo Creek in thisarea & notal-
lonwved due to the risk of further flooding.
Thereis no parking in the easternmost
section of Forest Road 3 (by Hwy.
126} Please do not block access to this
route. The Top-of-the-Yarld Road (Road

538) has been closed to public motorized use
and Motorized Trail 695 has been closed toALL
use. The bridge at the South Platte River for the
Colarado Trail was washed out during the
floods but was rebuiftand opened in |995. The
trailhead at Highway 126 and Colorado Trail
was closed and relocated on Forest Road 550
just off Highway [26. Due tothe recent High
Mead owes fire, Crossons Road & closed at Skip-
perfBuck Trailhead.

Openings

Additional camp sites have been added to Buf-
falo Campground and a new trailhead facility
near Mead ows Group Campground was op en ed.
Additional trails were constructed near |efferson
County's Pine Walley Ranch Park, which serves
as a trailhead and access to the north part of
Buffalo Creek recreation area.

Because of these changes you may wish 1o con-
sider rerouting your acc ess to the area. Trail
heads at Forest Rioad 550 (at Hwy. [26) and
Mead oves Campground can be used toaccess
the Colorado Trailand the southeast portion of
the area. Trailheads at Pine Walley Ranch (just
aff Hwy. 1263 and Miller Gulch (Forest Road
552} serve the north and west sections of the
area. 1ou can use County Road 68 southeast
fram Bailey and access much of the area faster
than using Highway |26 through Buffalo Creek.

fince the southern portion of the area receives
such heawy use, consider e<ploring the und eruti-
lized trails in the northemn section from Fine
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Trail Etiquette

With the increasing popularity of the Buffalo Creek Area, it is important that all trail users understand and practice proper trail eti-
quette. When you encounter other trail users, make verbal contact by saying ‘hello’ or ‘good morning’ to get their attention. Once
contact has been made, yield the right-of-way in all circumstances with Hikers secondary. Mountain Bikers need to take special care
when approaching other users and should slow to a walking speed when passing and yield to all other trail users. Also, trail users trav-

eling uphill have the right-of-way over downhill traffic. Courtesy is important and contagious!
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Volunteer Patrol

In 1997, the Front Range Mountain
Bike Patrol (FRMBP) in cooperation
with the Forest Service, began a
volunteer courtesy patrol via moun-
tain bikes in the Buffalo Creek Rec-
reation Area. Operating on week-
end days and holidays from Memo-
rial Day through Labor Day week-
ends, the Patrol acts as eyes and
ears for the Forest Service report-
ing on trail usage and conditions,
| any emergency situations and as-
sists all trail users in answering any
| questions they may have about the
Buffalo Creek area. All patrollers
are knowledgeable of the area, are
well versed in emergency bike re-
pair, carry first aid kits and have a
radio for emergency situations.
The FRMBP is based in Denver
Colorado. For more information
on the Patrol, contact them via
email at frmbp@tde.com
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TRAIL CONSERVATION
SERVICES

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination on all its
programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation, and marital or family
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for
communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination,
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building,
14th and Independence Ave. SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
(202)720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.




