Revised Land and Resource Management Plan

Preface

Understanding the FOESE PIAN ..........ooiiiieic ettt et e e sre e naeene e P-1
BaCKGIOUNG ...ttt bt P-1
PUrpose OF the FOIESE PIaN..........coiiiiiie et nres P-1
Relationship of the Forest Plan to Other DOCUMENTS ..........cccoiiieriirierieieieieesesese e p-2
Reader's Guide t0 the FOreSt PIaN .........ccoiiiiiiiiie e e P-2
Implementation Of the FOreSt PIaN ..........ccooiiiiiiiiii e P-4
INEFOAUCTION ... bbbt be e sbe s P-4
ProjeCt-1eVEl DECISIONS........ceeiieiiiiisiisieeie e P-4

Operational Activities Exempt from the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process .........ccccocevereieiciciiniinnns P-5
Public Involvement and Coordination with Other Government Agencies ...........ccccuee..... P-6
BUdGet FOMUIALION ... P-7
BUAQGEE EXECULION.....eetieiieiiieiie ettt sttt sttt estaesraeenaeeneeenre e P-7
Forest Plan Amendment and REVISION .........cuiiiiieii et P-7
Forest Plan AmMENaMENT..........oiiiiiie et e P-7
FOrest P1an REVISION ........oiiiiiiiiiee ettt e P-8
Integration with Forest Service DIreCtive SYSIEM .......cccvviiiiiiiiie i P-8
Understanding the Rio Grande National FOrESt ..........ccoviiiiiieiiieie i P-9
The San Juan-Rio Grande (The Rio Grande Side): Distinctive Roles and Contributions........... P-10
Factors That May Affect the Rio Grande National FOrest..........c.ccocvvvveiiiiiiiiicie e P-11
Global/intercontinental/national SCOPE ..........cceoveiriieiiiiii s P-11
Multi-state/regional SCOPE .......covieiieriee e e P-11
FOMESE SCOPE..... ettt nr e e P-11
Resource Commodities and Services from the Rio Grande National Forest .............ccocovveniene. P-11
Leasable IMIINEIALS .........ooiieee et P-12
TIMDEI PrOQUCTION ...t P-12
LIVESTOCK GIAZING ....eeveeieeiesiiiiete ettt P-12
SPECial FOreSt PrOGUCTS ......eiviiiiesie ettt nreenree s P-13

Chapter I. Forestwide Desired Conditions

1010 (803 1 o o TR -1
ol0] [T [ o U o {CTS o TU o1 SRR I-1
BIOIOGICAI DIVETSITY ...ttt bbbttt I-1
YA T =T 0] U] I-1
THMDET RESOUICES ...eeeeeeeeeeeteeeee et e ettt ettt e e et e s ettt eeeeese et aeeeeeessese e aeeeeeserase s et eeessseseerererenees 1-2

Table of Contents  Page-i



T (TR 1-2
L0y oLV YT =< O I-2
Water and AQUALIC RESOUITES. ........eiviieieieiieieiiieie sttt ettt r s I-2
R0 1 I-3
Y 1o T=T | OO I-3
SPECIAl FOrESE PrOGUCES ...veiviieiicciic sttt sttt et e e te e steesreesneesnaeanne s I-3
SOCIAL RESOUICES.......vveieeicttiee e ittt e ettt e e e ettt e e e et e e e e e ebb e e e e eb b e e e eabbeeeeeabbeeeesabbeeesabbeseesbbesesabbeeessbbeseeasbenesannes 1-4
RESEAICN NALUFAL ATEAS ......eveieeiietii ettt ettt e s st e e e st e e s s st b e e s s st b e e e s sbbae e s s sabbeessssteeesanres 1-4
(O a1 o= To (<10 AN =T LS I-4
LA T (o I a1 IS ToL=Y gL (o Y £ 1-4
R AT AT [0 T4 1o I-4
SPECIAI INTEIEST ATEAS ...ttt bbb et I-4
HEITAGE RESOUITES ... vviiivie ittt ettt e et st e st e sr e e s e e s e et e e sbeesteesneeeneeeeeeneeenns -4
R0 (T L0 o F R I-5
R Tol T 01T PPV RP TP TR I-5
Yo TS (s LAY T OO I-5
GENETAl INTIASIIUCTUIE ... .veii ettt ettt et e e s e e s s st e e e s s bbb e e s s sabb e e s s sabaae s s sabbansssabaens I-5
T I ] 1= (OO 1-6
HEAItN AN SAFELY......c.eeeiece e 1-6
0T Ll DoAY =] (o] o 11T o SRR 1-6

Chapter Il. Forestwide Objectives

INEFOTUCTION ...t b bbb ettt b et ab e n e n s -1
REGIONAI ODJECTIVE L ...ttt bbbttt bbb -1
T o g U@ o] T £ LY TSR -3
REGIONAI ODJECLIVE 4 ...ttt bbb ettt bt bt ens -3
T o g @ o] T £ LY SRR -4
REGIONAI ODJECTIVE 6 ...ttt bbbttt b bt -4
T o U@ o] T £ LY TSR 11-5
REGIONAI ODJECLIVE 8 ...ttt ettt 11-6

Chapter Ill. Forestwide Standards and Guidelines

101 T 11Tt T ) o P -1
SeCtioN 1 - PRYSICAl RESOUICES. .....cuiiieii ittt e e e e e e e e e aenes -3
F Y 1 g =TS0 LU | o= -3
Mineral and Energy Resources - General ...........coooviiiiiiiiii i -3
Mineral and Energy Resources - Leasable Minerals.............cccooiiiiiiiiiiinnennns -3
Mineral and Energy Resources - Locatable Minerals .............ccccovviiiiiiiiniineenns -3
Mineral and Energy Resources - Reserved and Outstanding Rights .................... -4
SECLION 2 - WaAterSNEd ... ..o e -4
Hydrologic FUNCLION ... e e e -4

Page-ii Table of Contents



] 2= U= I AN =T 11-5

Sediment CONTIOl ... ... e e e e 111-8
Yo T I oY [0 Tod 4 1Y) P 111-10
L= =T T o I11-10
Section 3 - BiolOgiCal RESOUFCES.......cuiiiii i e e e e ens 1-12
ST 0T 0 LA =T =] 1 S -12
RANGE e, 11-14
SHVICUIUIE . e e e e 1n-17
L7AT LT o 1 T =N -22
Section 4 - DiStUrDaNCe PrOCESSES.....cuiiiiiii i e e 1-24
UNAESITable SPECIES .. cuiiiii i 11-24
=SS 11-25
INSECTS AN DISEASE .....itiiiieie e e e e e e e e e e e ens 111-25
SECtiON 5 - SOCIAl RESOUICES . ..uiviiiiiiiie e et e e e e e 11-26
HeErtAgE RESOUICES ... iu ittt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e et eneenaenaes 11-26
ReCreation - GENEIAl...........iiiiii e 11-26
[BISY7= FoT o 1= To I L= Tod =T | T ] o 111-26
Dispersed RECIEALION ... ...iiuiiiei e e e e e ees 1-27
WildErNESS RESOUICES......ciuiiii e e e e eans 11-29
Yo=Y o Tl TS0 LU o= 111-30
Section 6 - Land Ownership and Special USES ........c.covuiiiiiiiiii e 11-31
Real Estate - RightS-0f-Way .......ccoiiiiiii e 1-31
Real Estate - Land AdjUSTMENTS.........oouiiiiii e 1-31
Real Estate - Special Uses - General ..o 11-32
Real Estate - Utility COrridOrs ......cccuiiiiiiii e 11-32
INfrastructure - TravelWaysS.... ... e 111-33
Infrastructure - FaCilitieS.......cooiuiii e 11-34
Section 7 - ECONOMIC StaNardsS ........couiiiiiiii e 111-35
TIiMbBer UtIIZation .. ..o e e e 111-35

Chapter IV. Management-Area Prescriptions

1 0 Yo 18 o {0 o AU P V-1
(] C=TSTo] T o) A o] g I @2 1 (=T [0 Y oY/ U V-2
I TV T o (=Y g [t T = 1= 1 | 1< V-3
1.12 - WIldEINESS = PrimMITIVE oo e e et ettt e e eanens V-5
1.13 - Wilderness -- SEMI-PrimitiVe ......ccooiiniiiiie e V-6
1.5 - Elgible Wild RIVEIS ..o V-8
[ CeTSTo] T o o] g I @2 1 (=T (0] Y IV-10
2.2 - RESEAICN NAUIAl ATBAS ... e eeieieeeie et ettt et e e e e raenen 1V-11

Table of Contents  Page-iii



(o CeTTo] T o) A o] g W @2 1 7=T 0] YA J P Iv-14

3.1 - Special Interest Area - Use and Interpretation Emphasis ........................ IV-15
GG I = T Tl (oo ] U] 1 Y/ IV-16
3.4 - Designated and Eligible Scenic RIVErs..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiicii e, IvV-17
Prescription Category 4 ...t e e e e et e e e e eanas IV-19
4.21 - Scenic Byways and Scenic Railroads............ccocoveiiiiiiiiii e IV-20
4.3 - Dispersed and Developed ReCreation ............coveuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e eeeeeeea IvV-21
4.4 - Eligible ReCreation RIVEIS .. ..o e IvV-22
PresCription Category B ... et IvV-24
5.11 - General Forest and Intermingled Rangelands...............cooooiiiiiiinineenns IV-25
5.13 - FOreSt PrOQUCES ....oeiieii et IvV-27
5.41 - Deer and EIK WINter RANQE ... .. oo iiuiiiieei et IV-29
5.42 - Special Wildlife Areas -- Bighorn Sheep........ccoooiiiiii 1IV-30
Prescription CAtEQOIY B ......ccuie et e et e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eneeanns IvV-32
6.6 - Grassland Resource ProdUCLiON...........ccuuiiuiiiiiiii i IV-33
Prescription Category 8 ......iiu i e et e e e e e e e e e e anas IV-34
8.22 - Ski-based Resorts: Existing/potential.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee IV-35

Chapter V. Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy

100 (803 1 o] TR V-1
Public Responses t0 the Draft PIAN ..........c.cooiiiiiiiiic sttt nnee s V-2
The SiX FOreSt Plan DECISIONS ....vvveeiiiieiiiiiitieitete e et e ettt et e e e s s asb et et sesssas b b e s eresesssassssbeaeresessresrrrereresenes V-2

Monitoring Objectives and the Link to Desired Conditions,

Goals, and FOrestwide ODJECLIVES .......oceiiiiieieii ettt see st nee s V-3
The Legal Requirements for Monitoring and EValUation ... V-3
o L0 0 AT (Y1 /PSSR V-4
AT QUATTTY bbbttt V-5
LI L]0 L] SOV PP PR PRT V-6
Fire and FUEIS MaNAGEMENT .........ocviiiiieeiee e V-7
1o PSP PP R PR V-7
NOXIOUS WEBEBHS ...ttt et ettt sttt e st e s e bt e me e e e sbeeneesee et e eneesneeneenne e V-8
Watersheds, including Soil, Water, and Riparian and Aquatic ECOSYStEMS .......c.ccccevevevvevveenn. V-8
T A T=] PSS V-9
UNFOAAEA ATBES ...tttk bbbt bbbt e b e bt e s e st e b e et sbeene et e e neenees V-10
Wild and SCENIC RIVETS ...ttt ettt et seesteenae e s V-10
WVITABINIESS .ttt bbb bbbt s bt e bttt e st e enbe b s V-10
SPECIAI INTEIEST ATBAS ...ttt sb et b V-11

Page-iv Table of Contents



RESEAICN NATUFAI ATEAS ...oieevreeiiiee ettt e ettt et e e s e e et et e e e s s e s e et e eesssasb b b reeeeeesssasrrereees V-11

HEFITAJE RESOUITES ......eiiiiieiiitiet etttk b bbbttt b et n e V-11
DeVveloped RECIEALION .......cceiiiiiiiiie ettt e st e nae e e eeesre e e V-11
DiSPEreSed RECTEATION ........cuiiiiiitiiiiieiee ettt e V-12
SCOINMIC RESOUITES ...ttt sttt ettt sttt b bbbt et s b e bt et s bt e et e bt es e e sb e et e e s benbeeneenbesneeneenees V-12
GeNeral INFIASIIUCTUIE ......eiieee ettt sttt ettt esteeteeneesteeneenbeeneeneeenen V-13
Travel ManAgEIMENT ........vciieiie i ettt e e te e teeste e sre e aneeeee e teesteesaeesneenneennes V-14
ROAA-CONSIIUCION CIOSUIES ... .eieeieieieeeie ettt ettt estesreenaeseeeneeee e V-15
Health and SATELY .....ccvviiiicc e e V-15
Research and INformation NEEAS .........ccoiiiiiiiiie e V-15
Annual Monitoring Operation Plan and the Annual Monitoring and Evaluation Report ....................... V-15
Research and Information Needs ASSESSIMENT ........c.oiiiiiiirieieri e V-16
Features and Assumptions of the Monitoring Table ... V-16
Costs of Completing the Legally Required Monitoring Program .........cccccceveverieevnevieesinesnveenens V-16
MONITOIING TADIE ...t V-17

Table of Contents  Page-v



