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The KP Fire is currently estimated to be 12956 acres and is 60 percent contained
due to the efforts of the crews who have been working for the past two days in a nearly
continuous burning out operation to stop the fire’s southward movement.

In conjunction with helicopter aerial ignition, crews were able to successfully
burn out the entire southern portion of the fire. Helicopters were used to drop water near
the fire line to help prevent embers from spotting across the fire line. Good burning
conditions allowed hotshot crews to advance eastward sooner than anticipated.

Today’s burnout operation was supported by five helicopters which ferried crews
into remote locations and aided their burnouts by cooling hotspots on the line. Jim
Copeland, Operations Section Chief on the Incident Management Team, said of the
airspace above the fire of the sustained use of helicopters that “the pattern was
definitively full.” It is hoped that the coordinated use of crews and helicopters will result
in the containment of the fire on the south side. During the next several days crews will
monitor and secure the line and will be working on the eastern side of the fire.

NOTE: U.S. Highway 191 will remain closed for an estimated three weeks while
cleanup continues of a 2,000 gallon fuel spill that occurred last week when a fuel truck
rolled over on Hwy. 191 near a US Forest Service administrative site.

Hannagan Meadow Lodge remains open to people who have prior arrangements
to visit.
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