Motorized Equipment

Size of Equipment- Heavy equipment can be used to pull the chipper, fall trees, or skid salvageable material to landing.  What ever equipment is used for skidding must be able to drag the boles with the heavy end suspended off the ground.  ATV’s (i.e.: 3- wheelers or 4-wheelers) may be also be used off of existing roads to drag materials to the chipper or landing and to deliver gas or oil.  During contract performance the COR may exclude certain areas from mechanized travel.  The COR has the right to designate areas that would be off limits to heavy equipment.

Heavy Equipment Use Restrictions

1. Landing and skid trials shall be flagged by the contractor and pre-approved by the COR.  No intermittent or ephemeral drainage channels shall be used as skid trails.

2. All operations shall be done in ways that will minimize contractor-created damage to trees left in the residual stand.  “Contractor-Created Damage” is defined here as one or more of the following:  66% or more of the bark circumference severed or removed; pushed to leaning over 30 degrees from vertical; stem broken below the 3” top; less than 1/3 of the live green branches left fully attached to the tree.  Any contractor-created damage trees identified by the COR or inspectors will be marked with blue colored tree paint, and shall be cut with the resulting slash treated by Contractor.  They will be counted as Missing Leave Trees if found on inspection plots.  If excessive leave tree damage is found to be occurring in the judgment of the COR or Inspectors, work will be suspended by the COR until the problem is addressed and corrected by the Contractor.  A charge of $50 per severely damaged tree may be deducted from payment, under the discretion of the CO>
3. Heavy equipment use will be permitted only under the provision that resource damage to soils, water, or vegetation is not occurring as a result.  During contract performance the COR may exclude certain areas from heavy equipment travel of any kind.

4. The Contractor shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent pollution of all soil and water on National Forest and adjacent privately owned lands, Service and refueling areas shall be located over 200 feet from all wet areas, surface waters, or drainages, and by constructing dirt berms around such sites to contain spills.  The Contractor shall maximize the recovery and proper disposal of all fuels, fluids, lubricants, filters, empty containers, and replacement parts,  Refuse resulting from the Contractor’s use, refueling, servicing repair or abandonment of equipment or parts shall be removed from National Forest land by the Contractor to the appropriate disposal facilities prior to the expiration of contract time.

5. Opening of existing roads by the contractor must be requested in writing to the COR.  It is the contractor’s responsibility to close and restore roads to previous condition, which may include some erosion control methods of water barring and seeding of native species.  It is the Contractor’s responsibility to restore all created off-road ruts and/or skid trails to acceptable ground condition, which may also include some erosion control methods of water-barring and seeding of native species.  If not restored or closed Forest Service standards, the appropriate cost to repair or close them will be deducted from the payment amount.

6. Drainage control structures (rolling dips, lead-out ditches and rock crossing) shall be maintained by the Contractor during the life of the contract.

7. Damage to land survey and/or ownership corner monuments, witness trees, and signs shall be avoided by all vehicles and heavy equipment operations.  Costs to repair damages will be deducted from the final payment, in addition to any legal fines assessed for monument disturbance.

8. All cultural or historic sites will be protected.  Machinery will not be allowed within designated sites. 
