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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Big Piney

Ranger District
	315 South Front Street

P.O. Box 218

Big Piney, WY 83113



	 File Code:
	1950

	Date:
	September 1, 2004


Dear Interested Public:

We are enclosing a copy of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) for the allotment management planning on the Wyoming Range Allotment Complex, located on the Big Piney, Greys River and Jackson Ranger Districts, Bridger-Teton National Forest (B-T). Four alternatives, including a no action alternative, were considered and analyzed in the FEIS.
Based upon my review of all alternatives, the issues that were raised, and what I feel is needed to balance the resource issues with the social issues and aspects of my decision, I have decided to select two alternatives.  The alternative that is ultimately implemented will be dependent upon certain circumstances, which I will describe in more detail below.

My first choice is to select Alternative 3, Separation of Domestic and Bighorn Sheep, with three modifications.  Alternative 3 would not allow domestic sheep grazing within the Upper Grayback/Phosphate, Pickle Pass, ~ 14,217 acres of Grizzly Creek and ~ 4,616 acres of the Corral Creek allotments.  The remaining ~ 1,365 acres of Corral Creek allotment would be combined with the North Horse Creek allotment and the remaining ~ 1,250 acres of Grizzly Creek would be combined with Mule Creek allotment.  This alternative would provide separation of domestic sheep from the bighorn sheep core native herd boundary.  The boundary of the core native bighorn sheep area was recommended by the Wyoming statewide bighorn/domestic sheep working group. 

Although this is my first choice, it is highly dependent upon one key condition or circumstance to exist before I would seriously consider implementing it.  I consider one of the more important parts of the Bighorn sheep working group’s Terms of Agreement is that the closing of allotments would only be considered on a willing permittee basis.  Livestock operations can change over time.  Numerous factors affect the decision for an operator to continue grazing on the National Forest.  One result of these factors could be the waiving of permitted use with preference from one operator to another.  Another option is that part or all of the permitted use is waived back to government without preference.  The Big Piney Ranger District has had both these situations occur.  In the second case, waiving of permitted use without preference, the District has evaluated the continuation of the permitted use on a case-by-case basis.

With that in mind, if, during the duration of this decision, the current permittee was willing to waive all of the permitted use within the WRAC back to the government without preference, I would clearly elect to implement Alternative 3 with modifications outlined in the Record of Decision (ROD).  

Given that my first choice is dependent upon the current permittee’s willingness to waive all of the permitted use within the WRAC back to the government without preference, I have also selected a second choice which would be implemented if the current permittee did not want to waive their permitted use back to the government.  My second choice is to select Alternative 2, which continues to allow domestic sheep grazing on the WRAC, an area of approximately 67,500 acres.

The rationale for my two-tiered approach in selecting a modified Alternative 3 as my first choice and Alternative 2 as my second choice is that the implementation of these two alternatives in this fashion best meets the Purpose and Need, response to the four issues  and moves the area towards the desired future condition.  I believe it best meets the resource objectives identified in the Bridger-Teton National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (FLRMP), the WRAC FEIS and the resource needs within the WRAC project area.  It restores and maintains the aquatic, terrestrial, and hydrologic resources while providing for long-term sustainable livestock grazing.
This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.11.  Only those entities that provided substantive comments on the proposed action during the notice and comment period are eligible for appeal.  An appeal, including attachments, must be filed with the Appeal Deciding Officer, within 45 days following the date of publication of this legal notice in the Casper Star Tribune.  Publication of the legal notice in the newspaper of record (Casper Star Tribune) is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal (36 CFR 215.7).  Those wishing to appeal should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source.  Appeals must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14.  Appeals may be filed by regular mail, facsimile, e-mail (Microsoft Word (.doc) or rich text format (.rtf)), hand delivery, express delivery, or messenger service.  Appeals must be submitted to:

Appeal Deciding Officer

C/O Planning, Appeals and Litigation

324 25th Street

Ogden, UT  84401

Facsimile: (801) 625-5277

Electronic mail: appeals-intermtn-regional-office@fs.fed.us
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. through 4:30 pm.

If you have questions, please contact either Greg Clark or Stephan Harmon, at 307-276-3375.

Sincerely,

GREG CLARK

District Forest Ranger
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