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Land Adjustment Strategy – Need for Change          Date: 3/04

Land Adjustment Strategy

Need for Change:

· Current Forest Plan direction sets criteria, but does not set priorities on lands selected for adjustment.  The criteria have not been reviewed in the last 20 years.

· In 1989, when the Toiyabe Forest boundary was adjusted, 90% of Reno was incorporated into the administrative boundary.  This set the stage for acquisitions within urban landscapes, which have increased management complexities.  Traditional National Forest resource management objectives may not be fulfilled due to these complexities.

· The 1998 Office of Inspector General Report on the Forest Service Lands program in Nevada identified significant problem areas that have changed land adjustment concerns, practices, and procedures.

· Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act provides a significant funding source for land acquisition throughout Nevada.  This funding opportunity has fostered many local government acquisition proposals that enhance open space availability around urbanized areas.

· Federal land acquisitions are a sensitive issue for most rural counties in Nevada that have a limited private land base.  Some counties already exceed 90 percent federal ownership.
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