[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


Fire and Fuels – Need for Change              Date: 3/04

Fire and Fuels

Need for Change:

· Since the 1986 Plans were written, much has been learned about the role fire plays as a disturbance process in the ecosystem.  Due to fire suppression, the role that fire plays in the ecosystem has been altered.

· There has been an increase in the number of people living adjacent to and within the Forest.  This increase in the wildland-urban interface limits fire activity, and creates a need to deal with acceptable fuel treatment options.  

· Increasing size, intensity, and severity of wildland fires pose greater threats to firefighter safety, human life, and property.  Increasing fuel loads are causing fires to burn outside of their historic regimes, and stand replacement fires are escalating.

· Need to incorporate national and regional fire management strategies, like the National Fire Plan and Healthy Forest initiatives, completed in recent years.
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