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Abstract

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) covers the proposed Noxious Weed
Management Program for the Salmon-Challis National Forest (S-CNF). The project area
covers more than three million acres of the S-CNF, excluding the Frank Church River of No
Return Wilderness (FCRONRW), and includes existing as well as future potential weed
infestation sites. There is a need to implement an integrated series of weed treatment and
non-treatment practices that would eradicate, reduce, and/or slow the spread of noxious
and invasive non-native populations of weeds on the S-CNF. Inventoried weed infestations
on the S-CNF now exceed 66,000 acres at more than 2,500 sites. Extensive populations of
spotted knapweed are present on the northern part of the S-CNF. Weed management
alternatives evaluated in this Final EIS include the following: 

No Action Alternative (No Change from Current Management)

Proposed ActionAerial and Ground-Based Herbicide Applications Plus Mechanical,
Biological, Controlled Grazing, and Combinations of Treatments 



Alternative 1Ground-Based Herbicide Application Plus Mechanical, Biological,
Controlled Grazing, and Combinations of Treatments (No Aerial Herbicide Application) 

Alternative 2Mechanical, Biological, Controlled Grazing, and Combinations of Treatments
(No Herbicide Application)

The Forest Service has selected the Proposed Action as the Preferred Alternative based on
analyses presented in this Final EIS. The Proposed Action, followed by Alternative 1, would
be the most effective of the alternatives evaluated in eradicating, controlling, and containing
noxious weeds on the S-CNF and in benefiting a broad range of S-CNF resources. The No
Action Alternative would be less effective and Alternative 2 would be the least effective of
the alternatives evaluated in treating weeds and in benefiting S-CNF resources because of
the comparatively few acres of weeds that would be treated each year (No Action
Alternative) and the absence of herbicides as a weed treatment option (Alternative 2). The
Proposed Action best meets all of the project purposes and needs, contains the most
aggressive and flexible treatment practices for achieving noxious weed management goals,
and would provide the greatest weed treatment benefits at the lowest cost per acre. 

Environmental issues evaluated in this Final EIS involve the following topics: vegetation
resources and noxious weeds; aquatic resources; wildlife resources; ecosystem function;
surface water; groundwater; soils, geology, and minerals; land uses and designations; visual
resources; air quality and noise; human health and safety; Indian Trust Assets;
environmental justice; socioeconomic resources; cultural and historical resources and Native
American religious concerns; and paleontological resources.

Other Requirements Served

This Final EIS is intended to serve other environmental review and consultation
requirements pursuant to 40 CFR 1502.25(a).

Date Draft EIS Made Available to EPA and the Public:

November 15, 2002

Date Final EIS Made Available to EPA and the Public:

September 24, 2003
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