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Memorial Weekend Marks the Start of the Camping Season on the Eldorado

Placerville, CA....Most campgrounds and picnic areas in the Eldorado National Forest
will be open for Memorial Day Weekend including many of the high elevation facilities
that typically would still have several feet of snow at this time of the year. Lovers Leap
campground will be open only for day use due to dead, hazardous trees that need to be
removed. “Campgrounds are open and reservoirs are full,” said Rich Platt, Pacific

District Resource Officer. “Campsites always fill quickly so plan on arriving early”.

The Eldorado National Forest is experiencing unusually dry conditions across the forest.
“In many areas of the forest, the fuel conditions are more typical for early July,” said
Jennifer Boyd, Fire Management Specialist. “Visitors need to make sure they have at
least a 5 foot clearance in all directions around their campfires and that the fire is
completely extinguished when they leave.” Campfire Permits are required year-round for
use of wood, charcoal, or gas fires on national forest land. These permits can be obtained
at any Forest Service, California Department of Forestry, or Bureau of Land Management

office.

Wilderness permits are required year-round for overnight camping in both Desolation and
Mokelumne Wilderness areas. Although the wilderness areas and trails still have several
feet of snow in most areas, the streams are running at high volume due to the snow melt.
The Forest Service recommends visitors not attempt to cross swollen streams and that

they use caution when traveling along the stream banks.
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Visitors can obtain information and permits at our District offices located in Camino,
Pollock Pines, Georgetown, and Pioneer. The former Eldorado Information Center at
Camino Heights Drive is no longer open and visitor services are now offered at the
Placerville Ranger Station in Camino (Exit 54) and the Pacific Ranger Station, 4 miles
east of Pollock Pines. District offices are open 6 days a week Monday through Saturday
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the summer. Open 7 days a week, the Pacific Ranger
Station is the only office that issues Desolation Wilderness overnight permits on this

forest.

For information on campground and road conditions or location and contact information
for the district offices check the Eldorado National Forest website at

www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado.
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