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A Red Flag warning remains in effect for strong north east/east winds and Low 
humidities. Fire suppression efforts are hampered by rough terrain, heavy fuels and long 
range spotting. These weather patterns have pushed the Power Fire down the Mokelumne 
River drainage this morning and into the Panther Creek drainage. The fire is now 12,000 
acres in size with 10% containment Fire spread is due to continued uphill runs and wind 
creating spot fires ahead of the main fire front. A 48 unit summer home tract at Bear 
River, Bear River lodge, Camp Winton Boy Scout Camp, and public campgrounds were 
evacuated. Highway 88 is closed at Omo Ranch and Mormon Emigrant Trail. The fire is 
being managed as a unified command between the Northern California Incident 
Management Team II and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. The 
team will manage the incident for the Eldorado National Forest until they transition with 
a National Type I team (McCombs) on 10/15/04. 
 
Incident Size: The fire is 12,000 acres. 
Containment: Currently 10% contained with full containment expected 10/23 at 6:00pm 
Location: The Fire is located about 17 miles East of Pioneer, California on the North 
side of Salt Springs Reservoir and east of panther creek 
Resources committed: 23 hand crews, 7 helicopters, 4 air tankers, 70 engines, 10 dozers, 
17 water tenders, 155 overhead, 5 camp crews. 
Cause: Under Investigation. 
 
Current Situation 

• Emphasis will continues to be placed on structure protection. 
• Four injuries to date with include, severe sprain to an ankle and knee as well as a 

minor wrist sprain and Achilles tendon injury 
• Highway 88 is closed with alternate routes at Omo Ranch Road and Mormon 

Emigrant Trail 
• Base Fire Camp is currently located at Iron Mountain Ski Resort on Mormon 

Emigrant Trail and Highway 88. 
 
Fire Conditions: 
 
The fire is located in extremely steep terrain with heavy fuel accumulations. Long 
distance spotting occurred with crown fire runs in heavy mixed conifer timberlands and 
plantations. The relative humidity remains very low 14-20% and a “Red Flag” warning 
will remain in effect through Friday at noon. The fire has crossed Panther Creek. Crews 
are doing an excellent job. 
 



For further fire information please call (209) 295-5987 or you can go to the Eldorado 
National Forest website at www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado click on current incidents.  

http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/eldorado

