Lakes Basin

Recreation Area
Plumas National Forest

Hiking

A network of over 30 milesof signed and
maintained trailsbranch out acrossL akes
Basin Recregtion Areafrom severa
trailheads. Thetrailsoffer avariety of difficulty levelsfrom
theleisurely stroll to an adventurouschallenge. Thetrail
network encompasses many of the serenelakes, aswell as
storm-battered tree stands and wil dfl ower meadows. A
stretch of the Pacific Crest trail can beeasily reached from
our trail system. Equestriansand mountain bikersmay
enjoy milesof ridingonmany of thetrails.

Camping

LakesBasin Camp has 23 sites, 1 group
siteand isoperated by aconcessionaire.
Reservationscan bemadeon-lineat
www.ReserveUSA .com or by calling 1-877-444-6777.
Thereare 16 sitesat the 4x4 Campground and designated
primitivesitesnear Gold, Gooseand Haven L akes.
Because of the elevation, the camping season at L akes
Basinusudly beginsinearly Juneand endsin mid-
October, depending on theweather. Themaximum stay is
14 days. Backpack campingisonly alowed at Smith,
Grass, Rock, Jamison and Wades L akes. Supplies

availablein Graeagle.
a

permitted intheLakesBasin

RecreationArea. Bothare
regulated by the CaliforniaDepartment of Fish and Game.
Muledeer and black bear are among the gameanimals
taken. Rainbow and Eastern Brook trout are present in
many of thelakeswith good to excdlent fishinginthe
deeper lakes.

A

Hunting and Fishing
Huntingandfishingare

Boating

At Gold Lake, apaved boat rampis
located on the southeast shore. A

developed picnic siteisnearby, and avault
toiletisavailable. Onthe northeast shore of Gold Lake,
thereisagravel surfaced car-top launchingrampwitha
vaulttoilet and picnictablesavailable.
Mills Peak Fire L ookout
A threemiledrivenortheast of Gold Lake,
the MillsPeak Fire Lookout presentsa
panoramic view of Mohawk Valley. Atan
elevation of 7,342, thelookout wasbuiltin 1932. It was
designed with sidesfacing directly north, south, east and
west to makeit easier for lookoutsto pinpoint fireson
maps.
Petroglyphs
.ﬂ! Located between Lakes Basin
ﬂﬁ Campground and Elwell Lodge,
interpretivesignsexplainart carvedinto
nearby rocksby prehistoric NativeAmericans.

Red Fir Nature Trail

Alongtheroadto MillsPeak, onemile
south of the Fire Lookout, visitors can stop
andtakeashort walk. Interpretivesigns
lead visitorsthroughthelifecycleof the
beautiful and stately redfir forest.

Frazier Falls

The parking and picnic areaislocated two
milesnortheast of Gold LakeontheFrazier
FalsRoad. Thepavedtrail goes1/2mile
fromthe parking areato the Frazier FallsOverlook. From
thisgite, visitorscan enjoy themajestic 176 foot vertical
drop of thefals. Thebest viewingisinspring or early
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