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Enclosed isthe FY 98 Revision of the Regional Forester'slists of Sensitive Plant and Animal
Species. These supercede all previous lists, and go into effect as of the date of this|etter. Forest
Service policy (FSM 2670.3) states that Biological Evaluations (BES) must be completed for
Sensitive Species, and signed by ajourney-level biologist or botanist. The BE must be signed prior
to any National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) decision document. Projects with BEs signed
prior to the date of thisletter do not need to analyze effects to the newly-listed sensitive species.
BE's signed after the date of this letter must include an evaluation of effects of proposed
management actions on these species or their habitats occurring within the analysis area.

The Nationa Forest Management Act (NFMA) requires the Forest Service to "provide for a
diversity of plant and anima communities’ [16 U.S.C. 1604(g)(3)(B)] as part of our multiple use
mandate. We must maintain "viable populations of existing native and desired non-native species
in the planning area’ (36 CFR 219.19). The Sensitive Species program is designed to meet this
mandate and demonstrate our commitment to maintain biodiversity on National Forest System
lands. The program is our proactive approach to conserving species to prevent atrend toward
listing under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and to ensure the continued existence of viable,
well-distributed populations.

Species on the Sensitive Species Lists are considered sensitive for every forest where they occur in
the region. Forest level distribution information isincluded for clarity and ease of reference.
Should a sensitive species or suitable habitat within the range/distribution for that species be
located on aforest where it was not previously known to occur, the forest is responsible to inform
the plant or animal TES Program Leader in the RO for an update to the distribution section.

Thisrevision of the Sensitive Species Lists began withThe Nature Conservancy's Natural Heritage
Database rankings to ensure consistency in species included on the list across federal agencies
nationally and locally, and between regions within each agency. Thelist is expected to be dynamic,
with review and possible revision occuring on atwo to three year cycle to more accurately reflect
the changing management situation. Complete criteriafor the review process are included as
electronic Enclosures #1, for animals, and #2 for plants. Many botanists and biologists across the
region contributed their time and expertise to the evaluation process. The revison would not have
been possible without their efforts.



An evaluation form was completed for every species examined for potential inclusion on thelist.
To provide basic information supporting concerns for viability or trend toward federal listing for
the animal species, we have included these evalutation forms for al animals determined to be
sensitive. Forests should already have copies of these forms for plants.

A number of animal and plant species reviewed for the Sensitive Species revision did not meet all
the criteriato be included on the Regional Forester's Sensitive List, but are of sufficient concern
that we need to consider them in the planning process. These include species that are locally rare
(as opposed to declining throughout their range), are of public concern, occur as digunct
populations, are newly described taxa, or lacking sufficient information on population size, threats,
trend, or distribution. Such species make an important contribution to forest biodiversity and
should be maintained under the provisions of NFMA, and addressed as appropriate through the
NEPA process.

To help identify the "NFMA species’ for tracking and analysis purposes forests should consider
establishing a"Watch List" for plants and animals. Several forests have already established such
lists through their Forest Land and Resource Management Plans, calling them "watch lists", lists of
"species of concern”, or "species of interest” . To avoid confusion with CDFG's " Species of Special
Concern”, we recommend the term "Watch List". The Watch List will need to be dynamic, and
updated as the need arises to reflect changing conditions and new information. The Watch List and
supporting documentation should be retained in the planning file and considered during project
planning. To analyze potential impacts to these species, consider the context, intensity, and
duration of likely effects. Appropriate analysis may range from formal surveysto simple
documentation of alack of potential habitat. Do not incorporate analysis for the Watch List species
into the Biological Evaluation, which is reserved for Sensitive Species. Regardless of inclusion on
any list, concernsrelated to NFMA diversity and viability requirements for any species or its
habitat can be raised asa NEPA issue, and should be tracked through the planning process.

To help aleviate additional workloads associated with additions to the Sensitive Species List,
literature reviews with references concerning life history, habitat relations, threats, and distribution
information are being prepared for all newly-listed Sensitive terrestrial animal species. These will
soon be distributed to all Forestsfor inclusion in their BEs. Fact sheets will be developed for all
aquatic animals, in athree-ring-binder format.

| believe that regular updates to the Sensitive Species list combined with creation of Forest Watch
Lists are key stepsin demonstrating our commitment to maining biologically diverse and healthy
ecosystems. | commend you for the efforts you have made in compiling the information to make
thisrevision possible.

If you have any questions, you may contact Diane Macfarlane for animals at (415) 705-1827, or
Anne Bradley for plants at (415) 705-2882.

/s/ Jody Cook (for)
G.LYNN SPRAGUE
Regional Forester



Electronic Enclosures;
#1 Criteria Used for Animal List
#2 Criteriaused for Plant List

Hard Copy Enclosures:
#3 List of R5 Sensitive Animals
#4 List of R5 Sensitive Plants
#5 Sensitive Animal Evalution Forms (large package)

cc: Electronic of letter only: FWL all biota (transmittal Message - List are being sent to your Forest
Supervisor. Be sure to get a copy and share with your partners.

Copy Packets - containing enclosures #1-#4. (Do not include #5)
CDFG - Jackie Schaeffer
USFWS-Portland and Sacramento Offices
WO-FWLRP STAFF, HARV FORSGREN
REGIONAL FORESTER-R6
REGIONAL FORESTER-R-4
REGIONAL FORESTER R-3
ARF-NRM
ARF-PUF
ARF-FIRE and FUELS
ARF-EP
PSW (with anote to please pass on to their field units, especially Arcata and Fresno)
CDFG - Jackie Schaeffer



