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PORT-ORFORD-CEDAR-TANOAK/SALAL
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana-Lithocarpus densiflorus/Gaultheria shallon
CHLA-LIDE3/GASH  (N=16; BLM=16)

Distribution.  This Association occurs in the upper reaches of Silver and Howard
Creek watersheds in the Grants Pass Resource Area, Medford District , Bureau of
Land Management and in the Galice Ranger District, Siskiyou National Forest.  Sites
can also be found near Little Sugarloaf Peak on the Illinois Valley Ranger District,
Siskiyou National Forest.

Distinguishing Characteristics.  This Association is environmentally similar to the 
Port-Orford-cedar-Western hemlock/Sierra-laurel Association, averaging 46 degrees
F and 82 inches of precipitation annually.  It is the only Association where tanoak is
codominant with Port-Orford-cedar in the understory, and western hemlock is absent
in the overstory. 

Soils.  The dominant parent material is a mixture of intrusive volcanic, metavolcanic,
(including ultrabasics), and metasediments.  Soils are moderately deep, averaging
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more than 15 inches in depth.  Soil texture is mainly silt loam, with some sandy loam,
and clay loam. Average rock fragment content is 51 percent, 33 percent of which is
gravel. 

Environment.  Elevation averages 3330 feet.  This Association is generally found at 
midslope on all aspects, except northeast.  Slopes average 38 percent with a range
of 15 to 77 percent. 

Vegetation Composition and Structure.  Total species richness, intermediate for the
series, averages 22 species.  The overstory is dominated by Douglas-fir and Port-
Orford-cedar.  Port-Orford-cedar dominates the understory with an average of 22
percent cover.  Tanoak is the next most common species, averaging 15 percent
cover.  Douglas-fir and white fir are commonly found in the understory, but with low
covers.  Salal is frequently found; cover averages 46 percent.  Dwarf Oregongrape
and red huckleberry are frequently present with covers averaging four percent. 
Western twinflower, western starflower, little prince’s-pine and whipplevine are
common, with low covers.  Moss cover averages 6 percent.  

Tree cover exceeding 10 feet (3 meters) averages 86 percent while cover for tree
species less than ten feet tall averages 28 percent.  Cover for shrubs greater than
20 inches tall (50 centimeters) averages 43 percent and cover for shrubs less than
20 inches tall averages 27 percent.  Herb cover averages 11 percent.  

Common name Code   Constancy     Cover    Avg. Richness

Overstory trees  2
Douglas-fir PSME 94 39
Port-Orford-cedar CHLA 94    32
Sugar pine PILA    31 8
Understory trees  5
Port-Orford-cedar CHLA 100    22
Tanoak LIDE3 94 15
Douglas-fir PSME 69 5
White fir ABCO 50 8
Canyon live oak QUCH2     38 3
Golden chinquapin CACH6     31 7
Shrubs   5
Salal   GASH 81 46
Dwarf Oregongrape BENE2 75 6
Red huckleberry VAPA 75 4
Pacific rhododendron RHMA3 50 18
Sadler oak QUSA2 44 20
Western azalea RHOC 44 11
Herbs   9
Western twinflower LIBOL 69 4
Western starflower TRLA2 63 1
Little Prince’s-pine CHME    56 1
Whipplevine WHMO 56 1
Western sword-fern POMU 44 4


