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Highlights

Fromtheroad at themain picnic area, beginthis
rolling, and occasionally steep, .4-mileloop. Step acrossa
crevicewhereanarrow creek flowsthrough theflat rock
to asandy path under acanopy of tulip trees, oaks, and
hickories, then along aridge knotted with rhododendron
and mountain laurel . Watch your step asyou descendtoa
rushing creek, whereyou will navigate stonestepsand
crossseveral rocky fords. Watch for pickerel frogs,
sdlamanders, snakes, and other wildlifein thisarea. About
midway, you will seeasignthat marksthe 1.3 milespur to
Yellow Branch Fallsif youwant to extend your hike. to
completethe.4-mileloop, turnleft at theend of thetrail
andfollow theroad tothe parking area. Surrounding
Area: The Stumphouse Ranger Station (district officefor
theAndrew PickensRanger Didtrict) islocated 1/4 mile
north of thepicnicarea. A widevariety of informationis
availablehere. Items such asmaps, field guides, and
Smoky Bear itemsmay be purchased.

Surrounding Area

Stumphouse Tunnel Park, owned by the Pendleton
Historical Society, islocated betweenthepicnicareaand
theranger station. Thetunnel isnolonger opened dueto
safety concerns, but picnic tables, asmall streemand
| saqueenaFallsaretherefor your enjoyment.

Thesmall town of Walhallaisabout 6 milessouth
of thepicnic area. Walhalla, meaning " Garden of the
Gods," isnamedfor itslargely German heritage. Thetown
holdsan Octoberfest each year. Visitorswill find severa
restaurantsand specialty stores.

TheU.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibitsdiscriminationinal itsprograms
and activitieson the basisof race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
politica beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases
apply toall programs.) Personswith disabilitieswho requireaternative meansfor
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA'sTARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voiceand TDD).

FrancisMarion & Sumter National Forests

Directions; FromWalhalla, drivewest 6.8
mileson SC Highway 28 and turnleftinto
Ydlow Branch PicnicArea.

Difficulty level: easy

Length: .4mileloop

Safety: Takeaonginsect repellentinwarm
westher.

Season: year-round

Surfacetype: dirt

Travel time: 1/2 hour

Volunteersfor trail maintenanceare
alwaysneeded and welcome. Contact the
District Office.

For Morelnformation

Andrew Pickens Ranger District

112 Andrew Pickens Circle

Mountain Rest, SC 29664

Phone: (864) 638-9568

Fax: (864) 638-2659

Hours: Monday—Friday, 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
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