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ABOUT THIS UPDATE

The purpose of the Chippewa Quarterly is to provide a summary of environmental analyses on the Chippewa National Forest.  Issued quarterly, this is intended to complement other public involvement efforts initiated by the Forest Supervisor or District Rangers.  Legal notices will continue to be published in the following local newspapers: Bemidji's The Pioneer for Forest Supervisor decisions; and Blackduck's American, Cass Lake Times, Deer River’s Western Itasca Review, and Walker's The Pilot-Independent for District Ranger decisions.

Projects are classified into one of three categories:

Environmental Analyses in Progress

This category includes projects in which public input is being or is about to be solicited.  It also includes those projects that are currently under study or analysis.  Environmental analyses include Environmental Impact Statements (EIS), Environmental Assessments (EA), and Categorical Exclusions (CE).

Completed Decision Documents

These projects have culminated in the preparation of completed environmental analyses and decision documents since the last issue.  These decision documents include Records of Decision (ROD), Decision Notices (DN), and Decision Memos (DM).  Findings of No Significant Impacts will be included in this category, also.

Proposals withdrawn or deferred

Some projects are initiated and published in this Quarterly but may be withdrawn or deferred for various reasons.  These projects may or may not be picked up for completion at a later date. Project summaries include reasons for discontinuing the project.  

HOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED

Read through the list of proposed projects.  If you want to provide site-specific comments on a project, get more information, or be placed on the project mailing list, write or call the contact person listed for that project.  We value your site-specific involvement.  A generic statement of interest in all projects is not specific enough. It is only through site-specific input that we can be responsive to and incorporate your concerns into project development.  Project specific comments are required during the 30-day Notice and Comment period to obtain standing to appeal a project. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Appeal Period - The 45-day period after publication of a decision in which an appeal can be filed.

Categorical Exclusion (CE) - A category of actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment.  Neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is required.

Comment Period - The time allowed for interested persons to provide comments to a Responsible Official on a proposed action.

Decision Memo (DM) - A concise written record of the responsible official's decision to implement an action that has been categorically excluded from documentation.

Decision Notice (DN) - A concise written record of the responsible official's decision based on an environmental assessment and a finding of no significant impact.

Environmental Assessment (EA) - A document that presents issues and concerns important to a project, alternate means of accomplishing a project, and environmental effects of each of those alternatives.

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) - This document is required for proposed actions that may have significant effects on the human environment.  The contents are similar to an environmental assessment, and it includes some additional sections.

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) - A document prepared by a federal agency presenting the reasons why an action, not otherwise excluded, will not have a significant effect on the human environment and for which an environmental impact statement will not be prepared.

NEPA - National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.  The procedural guide for the decision making process for site-specific projects.

Proposed Action - A proposal made by the Forest Service to authorize, recommend, or implement an action on National Forest System lands to meet a specific purpose and need which is subject to public notice comment provisions.

Scoping - Includes internal and public involvement to determine the range of issues to be addressed.  Scoping aids in the development of alternatives for a proposed action.

Significance - As used in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), requires consideration of both context and intensity.

Anticipated "Walk-in" Business

Requests from the public occasionally necessitate analyses be completed with a short turn-around.  This may mean that decisions are made without prior announcement in this Update.  As these projects come up for consideration however, they will continue to be announced by legal notices in newspapers.  Examples of walk-in requests include special use roads and utility rights-of-way.  Scoping efforts for these requests will be conducted as applicable.

Forest Policy on Distributing Documents

Draft and Final Environmental Assessments and Decision Notices/FONSI’s and Draft and Final Environmental Impact Statements and Records of Decision are routinely mailed to individuals who submit written comments to any projects.  We do not routinely distribute biological assessments or biological evaluations with the previously listed documents.  If you wish to receive biological evaluations or biological assessments for NEPA projects, please contact the district and/or Supervisor’s Office NEPA Coordinators. 

Privacy on Comments Received

Comments received in response to solicitation as part of the NEPA process, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record on a proposed action and will be available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Parts 215 or 217.  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  Persons requesting such confidentially should be aware that, under the FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency's decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where the request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be resubmitted with or without name and address within stated number of days.

Forest Plan Revision to Culminate in 2004 

October 2004

Forest Plan revision on the Chippewa and Superior National Forests will result in two separate revised Forest Plans.  The Final EIS, decision document, and final revised Forest Plans are were released in August 2004.  We are currently in the appeal period.  The Forest Plans will guide management direction for the next ten to 15 years.


.



The Monitoring and Evaluation Report for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 2002 is available upon request.  If  you would like a copy, contact Sharon Klinkhammer at 218-335-8660 or sklinkhammer@fs.fed.us. 


For more information:    








 Specific questions concerning revision may be directed to: 


          Duane Lula, Forest Planner, Superior National Forest (218) 626-4300


          Brenda Halter-Glenn, Forest Planner, Chippewa National Forest (218) 335-8651


Kay          Kay Getting, Chippewa Public Affairs, (218) 335-8673


                Kris Reichenbach, Superior Public Affairs, (218) 626-4300


  			





Documents and other Forest Plan Revision information is available at:   


				� HYPERLINK "http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/chippewa" ��www.fs.fed.us/r9/chippewa�.





For more information:    





    Chippewa National Forest web site:        � HYPERLINK "http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/chippewa" ��www.fs.fed.us/r9/chippewa�





 Specific questions concerning revision may be directed to: 





             Duane Lula, Forest Planner, Superior National Forest (218)626-4383,� HYPERLINK "mailto:dlula@fs.fed.us" ��dlula@fs.fed.us�


   				or  


             Tracy Beck, Forest Planner, Chippewa National Forest (218)335-8619,tbeck@fs.fed.us





    In order to request revision documents not available on the internet:


             Please call (218)335-8681, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tstruecker@fs.fed.us" ��tstruecker@fs.fed.us�











As you noticed, our NEPA Quarterly has a different look.  This is because the Forest Service is developing a national database to track key planning information that automatically generates the Schedule of Proposed Activities (SOPA) in a consistent manner.  The following is an interim part of that effort.  Work will continue on this effort into the fall to improve the look and organization of the SOPA.  We ultimately hope to have a final product and public access to the database in the late fall/winter. 








