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Fisheries Habitat Improvement Project

Request for Comments

The Ottawa National Forest is cooperating with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to improve fish habitat in Tamarack Lake (Gogebic and Iron Counties).  Currently, conditions within the lake do not meet the desired future conditions outlined in the Ottawa National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan).  The exotic invasive, rusty crayfish, has severely reduced available fish habitat (weed beds) in Tamarack Lake.  This project will provide substitute cover for perch, walleye, and other fish species.  Specifically, fifteen “porcupine” fish cribs will be placed in three separate clusters on the ice of Tamarack Lake in this winter of 2004.   Depth of these structures will be 15-20 feet.  The MDNR will be monitoring the lake post treatment and will be evaluating the effectiveness of the habitat improvement.  

All comments are welcome on this proposal.  To ensure that I have had the opportunity to consider your comments they must be postmarked or received within 30 days beginning the day after publication of the legal notice in the Ironwood Globe.  Please note that you may have already received a letter (dated 12/15/03) regarding this project.   If you have already replied, your comments will be considered in scoping and you do not need to reply again. When the comment period would end on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, comments will be accepted until the end of the next Federal working day.  These comments will be reviewed and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts with this proposed action.  Any comments received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public review upon request.  

In order to be considered, comments must be substantive, that is they must be within the scope of the proposed action, specific to the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action and include supporting reasons for me to consider.  If you wish to reference scientific literature in your comment letter I request that you send a copy of the reference you have cited and include rationale as to how you feel it is pertinent to the specific project at hand.  This will allow me to fully evaluate your comments; if I do not receive a copy of the literature I may not be able to utilize it in making my decision.  

Please address your comments to Tracy Tophooven, District Ranger, Iron River Ranger District, at 990 Lalley Road, Iron River, MI  49935.  Office hours, for those who wish to hand deliver or provide oral comments, are 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).  Oral comments must be provided at the above listed office, or by telephone at (906) 265-5139, during those hours.  Alternatively comments may be submitted by facsimile at (906) 265-6536 or by e-mail at:  comments-eastern-ottawa-iron-river@fs.fed.us (please put “Comments on Tamarack Lake Project” in the subject line).  

If you have any questions or would like more information about this project, please contact Jerry Edde, Fisheries Biologist, at (906) 932-1330 ext.522 at the Bessemer Ranger District, 500 N. Moore Street, Bessemer, MI  49911.

Thank  you,

/s/  Tracy J. Tophooven
TRACY J. TOPHOOVEN

District Ranger 
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