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Ottawa National Forest 

Non-native Invasive Plant Control Project

Scoping – Request for Comments

I am writing this letter to request your input on a proposal to authorize the treatment of non-native invasive plant infestations on the Ottawa National Forest.  Invasive plants such as purple loosestrife, garlic mustard, and Eurasian water-milfoil are a forest health problem in natural areas across much of North America.  Problems caused by invasive plants include loss of biological diversity, loss of natural wildlife habitat, changes in water or fire regimes, and degrading soil structure.  Here on the Ottawa National Forest, over 900 acres of land are known to be infested with rapidly-spreading non-native plants.  The enclosed document proposes to authorize a variety of integrated tools to treat these infestations.
Specifically, this package includes the following:

· Purpose and Need for the proposed activities.

· Specific information on the invasive plants proposed for treatment.

· Specific information on the different treatment methods being proposed, and in what situations they would be used.

All comments are welcome on this proposal. These comments will be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team and myself, and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts resulting in issues for alternatives to this proposed action. Any comments received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public review upon request.

Address comments to:


USDA Forest Service

Bessemer Ranger District

Attn:  Ian Shackleford


500 N Moore Street

Bessemer, MI  49911

To ensure that we have the opportunity to consider your comments throughout the planning process, they should be postmarked or received within 30 days from publishing date in the Ironwood Daily Globe newspaper. For your convenience, a public comment form is included with this document. I encourage your comments to be site specific and to contain the following information:

· Your name, address, telephone number, and if applicable the organization you are representing, 
· Title of the document you are commenting on (Ottawa National Forest Invasive Plant Control Project).
· Site-specific comments and any pertinent references (include entire reference) or facts and reasons that correspond to your comments, 

· If you would like to remain on the mailing list for this project.

Both oral and written comments are welcome. If you have any questions or would like more information about this project, please contact Ian Shackleford, Team Leader, at the above address or by phone at (906) 932-1330, ext. 508. E-mail responses can be sent to: mailroom_r9_Ottawa@fs.fed.us with ONF Invasive Plant Project on the subject line.  Photographs of several invasive plants, and a current infestation map, are available on the Ottawa National Forest web page (http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa/).  
Thank you,

/s/ Robert Lueckel
Robert Lueckel

Forest Supervisor

Enclosures:
Scoping package & Public comment form
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