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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Emerald Ash Borer:  Know this Unwanted 
Invasive Before you Go

            In 2002, Michigan state and federal officials announced the discovery and identification of a new exotic pest:  the Emerald Ash Borer.  Initially identified in five Southeast lower Michigan counties, this tiny pest has now spread at an alarming rate across lower Michigan. 

            Forest Supervisor Bob Lueckel expressed his concern that visitors to the western Upper Peninsula may inadvertently bring the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) with them by transporting infested firewood.  “As people come to enjoy the Forest during Fall Color Tours and hunting season, we are concerned that the Emerald Ash Borer may be transported from infested areas to the Ottawa National Forest.”  There is currently a quarantine on the removal of firewood in several downstate counties.  “It is of extreme concern that new outbreaks are being found outside of the quarantine areas, showing just how tough it is to control the spread of this insect.” Since the discovery of this highly destructive beetle in lower Michigan, more than 5 million ash trees have been killed.  
     --more--
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           While not yet detected in the Upper Peninsula, infestations of Emerald Ash Borer have spread further north in Lower Michigan.  Working with state and federal officials, the Ottawa National Forest established multiple “detection trees,” across the Forest in 2004.  Detection trees are ash trees which have been girdled to help “lure” female beetles looking for a place to lay eggs.   These trees have been monitored throughout the summer to determine if Emerald Ash Borer is present.

              Given the potentially devasting impact this beetle could have on our forests, we all need to take a role in helping to stop the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer.  As we enter hunting season, there are several proactive steps that we can take to help protect the Ottawa National Forest:

· Do NOT transport firewood from quarantined areas.

· Do NOT disturb detection trees.
· DO report any suspected infestations to the Michigan Dept. of Agriculture:  866-325-0023.
--end—

NOTE:  Photos available in .jpeg format by calling the Ottawa National Forest, Lisa Klaus, 906/932-1330, ext. 328 or visiting:  www.michigan.gov/mda
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Adult Emerald Ash Borer
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Emerald Ash Borer Larvae
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Emerald Ash Borer “Galleries”
