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Background:  The National Forest Management Act requires National Forests to update roadless inventories when revising Forest plans.  This inventory will be used for the selection and recommendation of areas to Congress for Wilderness designation. The term “roadless inventory” can be misleading in the Eastern United States. Due to the degree of historical impacts on eastern lands, up to ½ mile of road per 1000 acres is allowed in “roadless” areas.  

At a White Mountain National Forest Plan revision public meeting in March 2003, a draft inventory of roadless lands was presented. The draft inventory showed 16 acres that covered 400,900 acres, including 113,000 acres of Wilderness, or about half of the Forest. 

The boundaries for the individual areas were buffered from the sights and sounds of humans by keeping the boundaries away from roads and snowmobile trails.  This allowed us to identify the core areas that should be considered for a Wilderness recommendation.  At the March, 2003 Forest Plan Revision public meeting, some people commented that the buffering was inconsistent with other National Forest approaches. We reviewed national approaches, and the boundaries were adjusted accordingly, expanding the boundaries to roads or natural features.
Some concerns were also raised about the use of solitude as a screening criterion.  It appears this became a moot point because the only area that may have been eliminated due to solitude was the Cherry Mountain area, which was retained because it had been included in previous roadless inventories.
Field verification of the status of many roads and road corridors was conducted in summer 2003.  This updated information was used to determine if areas qualified as roadless, and in some cases led to changes in the area boundaries.
Summary of changes made:

· Boundaries for individual areas were moved to natural features or relatively permanent human features where possible.  This change expanded the total inventory acreage.

· Some boundaries were adjusted to avoid heavy concentrations of roads along the edge of an area that if included, would have put the area above road density limits.  

· Some boundaries were adjusted to exclude existing incompatible activities along the edge of an area (e.g. campground, timber sale, heavy campsite concentration).

· Individual areas adjacent to existing Wilderness boundaries were evaluated separately.  While this alone did not change the total acreage, it did increase the total number of roadless areas recorded. 

· Existing Wilderness areas were excluded from the total inventory acreage figures.  These Wilderness areas should not have been included in the draft.  Since the purpose of the inventory is to identify potential areas for new Wilderness designation, existing Wilderness should not be shown in the inventory.
· Mount Wolf/Gordon Pond area was reconsidered and added to the roadless inventory. (Road inventory field verification dropped some roads allowing this area to meet road density constraints)

· Sawyer River area was reconsidered and again not added to the roadless inventory.  (Road inventory field verification added roads that put this area even more above road density constraints)

· Cherry Mountain area was reconsidered and added back into the inventory.  While this area provides minimal opportunities for solitude, it is an area that has been included in inventoried roadless in the past, and therefore falls under the roadless rule.  
The total inventoried roadless acreages changed from 287,900 acres (without the 113,000 acres of Wilderness) to 383,400 acres (not including Wilderness).  

Contact:    Chuck Prausa, Ecosystems Team Leader 603.528.8768 


       
       TTY 603.528.8722 or cprausa@fs.fed.us
 

